A. ' 
P ; 4 
? wy w_ 
ww Pg v A NPE 5: _ \ 
yu NS Fry \ of \ 
4 7 ” by "6-3 
N « -Þ. We $0: 
wy \ "Bp [1 
= 


WHE 


The Depraved Nartie « of Ys 
People is repreſentad,QOupn 
for their Reformation WO 


BEING SOME 


SERM ONS 


P REACHED 


In Hard-Alley, at the Requeſt, of ſeveral | 
Young Men. 


To which is added 


A CATECHISM 


For YOUTH. 
By DANIEL WILLIAMS. 


LONDON, 
Printed for John Dunton at the Black Raver 
in the Poxl:rey. MDCXCI. 


To the Children and Young People 
who were Hearers of the follow- 
ing SER MONS, 


"HE Deſign of theſe Sermons was to re- 

gulate and improve the ftate of your 

Souls. The Bleſſing of God having made 

me. them ſucceſsfwlto ſeveral of you,enclined 

me to publiſh them at your importanity; tho I do: 

oft refuſe a Compliance with many judicious Friends, 

in deſires of the ſame kind, even when the Subjetts 
are more perſwading. 

Having overcome the Diſcouragement which [ 
ſuggeſted ro my. ſelf, from the plainneſs of theſe 
Diſcour hy! 3 4D Apology for the com- 
wonneſs of the Stile or Matter. It had been a pro« 
fanation of an Ordinance, when deſired-ro-preach 
#0 Touth, ro propoſe any Subje below what renas t0 
their Salvation,from thatSin and Wrath they are-na- 
—_ _ tt hadbeen folly :0 rand v Juch a 

Eaification before Children ſppren- 
tices, in words ro vn or perſwade them, 


Ithank. God I could rather bear the diſlike of « few. 
keſs ſerious wits, than neglet} the eternal Concerns 


of ſo many leſs intelligent Hearers. On the ſame 


| atconnt, 1 amnow afraid to: raiſe the Style, woes 
| A ghe 
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the very repeated Appeals and Pleadings with Chil- 

dren, bting reſolved to approve my ſelf to the weakeſt 

Reader, and leave the judicious to what 1s more fit- 

red ro their improvement. 

. Ay" Prayer and Hopes be, That God will agcom- 
pany this Bock, with powerful effetts on your Souls, 

' and not leave you to that obſtinacy, as will render it 


a farther ag gravation'of your ſm and _pruiſhment ; 


you cannot pretend that God never informed you of 


your Diſeaſe, nor direfted you to a Cure: You dare 
-wot, after reading this Book, ſay, My Danger was 
"concealed from me, and Rules for my Safety were 
' wot preſcribed. God will ſeverely witneſs, that be 
condeſcexded to argue matters wich thy Soul ;, he diſ- 
fſwades thee fon thi Sins that will condemn thee at 
laft, however thou now flattereſt thy felf. Ble uſeth 
many Arguments to- encline thee to Duties which 
hes very Goſpel cannot diſpence with the want of, in 
any perſon'whom he will ſave. = 
Let me then acquaint thee, ob young Man | that 
God addreſſeth himſelf to thee, as by Name. Thou 
by nature art brutiſh and deviliſh, and us long as 
thou followeſt the imaginations of thy vain mind, thy 
caſe becomes more defperate, thy Luft Carers: Jean 
w more vilent, © and Conſcience'ftill leſs concern- 
ex 'to-vindicate the Aﬀronts thou off evefFto Gods Do- 
rinion, or to repreſent the injury thou doſt to thy own 
Soul ;, yet be affured, wherber thou mindeſt it or nor, 
there's aGod, whoſe right it is to govern thee,and will 


be ſure fo judge thee: Thou art born his Subjett, 


tho wiwilling to obey, and forward to rebell againſt 
him; thou haſt animmortal Soul,” how little _ 
: | £0# 
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To the Young People, &%.: 

thou pr ovideſt for its future State ;, yea, how much 
ſoever thou atteſt to expoſe it to Fall; miſery, 
and this for a ſhort and fading Pleaſure. Thow' 
art naturally depraved, and thereby under that Con- 
demnation which was paſs'd bythe Law of Innocency 
againſt man, in the leaſt ſinful. | 

Oh, then. do not fancy that Baptiſm aid regene- 
rate thee whiles thou findeſt the want of every Grace,, 
and carnal Inclinations are thy governing Law. Do 
not conceit that Baptiſm delivered thee from v4 
curſed State, when thy Unbelief and Enmity againſt 
holineſs , do both.. expreſs it, and further expoſe 
thee t0 it. It's true, there is 4 way of Salvation 
for loſt man pabliſhedin the Goſpel; but that can be- 
nefit none who continues to. reject ,Chriſt, and refuſe 
the terms of Peace. Thou art the dedicated Child 
of believing Parents , but their Faith caunot ſave 
thee nom that thou art capable. of conſenting to the 
Covenant, and refuſeſt it ; yea, thy early Dearcation 
adds Perjury and, Falſhood tothy Profaneneſs. Plead. 
not thy Chriſtian Name, whiles thou art a Reproach 
ra tt... Boaſt.y0t of religious. helps,, when they have 
not that good effett. on thee, as the light of Nature 
bath on. meer Pagans ; which may convince us, that 
where the Goſpel fails to convert its, Hearers,, 
Satan oft.. governs more powerfully, than if the Go- 
ſpel bad never heen preached ta them. IWe live tn. 
an Age of wonders, among which it 4s notsbe leaſt 
ſtrange 07. Anful, that profeſſed. Clai/tians. are vis 
ler than, Heathens,. and moſt af our baptized -Youths 
ſcorn the plaineſt Rules of Chriſtianity. (lay wretch- 
ed Age! ..wherein..Goſpel-light+ caunot convince. of 


that wickedneſs which even Nature condemns ! 
what Conceptions have they of God, who think he 
can approve of ſuch Enormities as they commit, or 
be ſatisfied with thoſe heartleſs and trifling Regards 
ro which they confine all the Homage 'which they 
afford bim ? | 

Surely England's Calamities are like to be ter- 
rible, when this jealous God ariſeth to force men to 
jufter Thoughts both of his Nature and his Laws. 

1 muſt allow that this Treatiſe is intended 
ro convince thee of the great Evil of ſnch things 
' as moſt efeem indifferent, and prattiſe as allow- 
able; yea, ſo far doth their blindneſs prevail, that+ 
Sobriery ( much more Godlineſs ) ws ridicul'd a 
| Folly. But know that the feeling of endleſs Torments 
will ſoon convince ſuch as dare mock. at Divine 
Revelations . The Perfeftions that render God able 
ro endure their Afﬀronts now, will oblige him to vin- 
dicate bis Government and Honour then. Poor 
Wretches that would not be ruled by means ſuited 


to their Natures, as rational, ſhall withont'their _ 


Conſent. undergo the inflifted Evils;" which, whiles 
only threarned, did not move them. ' Therefore, 
young Man, be not affrighted from true Wiſdom by 
the Clamonrs of the worſt of Fools, whatever Wit 
they pretend to. Undo not thy ſelf for the ſake of 
a Crowd, for it's better be religious with the leſſer 
number now, than be danmed wereafter with the 


multitude: Sure theu muſt be an Atheift; and 


wholly dizbelieve unſeen things, 1f the Contempt or 
Per "9 need five Fate or 'the Devil 
 endline theero chuſe Heil, by reſolving the Courſe 
that infallibly tends to it, id | 
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To the Young People, &c. 
1 muſt acquaint you, That in the laſt Sermon I 


add no Particular tothe Notes one of fy ſelves 


rook, from me when I ; oY and ſupplyed me 
fince with, to help the defelt of my own Papers; yet 
Ihave added many of the Direttions for avoiding 
the exght particular fins I diſſmaded you from 
my firſt Sermon. I have alſo thought fit to ſub- 
joyw'p ſhort Catechiſm 5 che '\gnd, wherein you 
may learn the Eſſentials of Praftical Religion in fa- 
miliar Terms, if you think fit to learn it, conſult 
the Proofs. | LN OLE LE Thy 
-* The good Lord proſper all toyou. Conld T but fee 
young oxes generally enclined to ſerious Religion, [ 
World hope that God hath a mercy mm reſerve for 
England, aud the. Fengeence that bangs over it 
becauſe of the laſt thirty years too ſucceſsful Con- 
trivances to debauch the Nation, in order to Sla- 
very and Popery," mpght be diverted, or at leaſt 
confined to (nch ac are too far engaged, or obſtinate 
to admit 4 Reformation, 

' That every Child'and Tenth who ſhall vead this 
Broks' nay (- as many of you already ds ) thus con- 
eribute to'my Hopes and\ Share in the Benefit ther e- 
of, ſhall be the Prayer of I Tel 


Your Compaſſionate Friend, h 


Dazniel Williams. 
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; - for- your Souls are arc a$:mmor- 
tal as mg pe z0d- hath a rind to4 OVer 
you, being you are his Creatures. He hath given 
you-a Rule of Life, he: obſerveth. yourE | 
and Carriage with concern. Young Ones ſhall 
be arraigned at Gods Tribunal, and judged by 
the Rule contained-in his Word, according to: 
what» they have been and done. Heaven and 
Hell are before you; .one of them will-be the 
eternal dwelling of the youngeſt in this Aſſem+« 
Þbly-; and conſidering, that moſt of Mankind 
dye:when young, Heaven and Hell are fuller 
of. Young People, than' of ſach as arrived to 
2'greater Ape. 
4+ Do. ſucks. Conſiderations affect, you ?. oug 
they not to make-me ſerious, and i importunate 
{with your Souls ?- And mh yours etpecially; 

B becauſe 
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il vain or "0, urged, 
P- 99, I0.} 


2. They. ave Eſet admit Direttions anſwer. 
eſent Condition. 5 | 


I. FEM people fill vain, with. Di-? 
4 Calls mg yep or their preſent caſt. | 


from p. 100, to.110, 
young Ones as are ſe- 
from P. 110, to x21, i 


'Ecclef. 


- Perſons,  for-your Souls are 7 2% 2MMor: 
tal as ch@&Aged;-:God- hath a ei to gover 

you, being you are his Creatures. Heath given 
you-a Rule of Life, he: obſerveth, yourHearts 
and Carriage with concern. Young Ones ſhall 
be arraigned at-Gods Tribunal, and-judged by 
the Rule contained-in his Word, according to: 
what: they have been and done. Heaven and 
Hell are before you; one of them will-be the 
eternal dwelling of rhe. youngeſt in this Aſſem+ 
bly; and conſidering, that moſt of Mankind 
, dye:when young, Heaven and Hell: are fuller 
of Young People, than' of ſuch as arrived to 
a greater Age. : 
+ » Do ſuck». Conſiderations affect. you ought 
© | hey not to mike me ſerious, and i importunate 
; + with your Souls ? — wah yours elpecially; 

; beca 
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; becauſe Youth is under great indiſpoſitionsto/ 
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All that is ſerious and ſaying. _ We 
Oh let us look earneſtly for a blefling-to 
him, who is the God of the Spirits of all Fleſh, 
Numb. 16. 23. and therefore is able to impreſs 
and 'manage your Spirits tho? unruly and vain, ' 
The Author-of-this Book is Solomgr ; will 
. You regard what-a Great Man ſaith? He was 
King of /ſracl in its molt proſperous State * 


Are a wiſe Mans diQtates to be heeded ? He 


was the. wiſeſt- of meer Men. But above that, 
this Book was-the reſult of 'great Experience; 


" y&n, he records theſe things: as a Penitent' af: 


ter. great offences, and-therefore muſt repre- 
ent things according to their truth-and'impor- 
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xance, eſpecially. ſince he:was inſpited by the | 


lafallible Spirit in what he here delivers. 

- | ſhall not look further than the 1176. verſe, 
. tolead you to my Text. 7a 
\ > x, There he doth by-a ſharp Sarcaſm- re- 


| Prove the ſenſual delightsof Young People, re- | | 
zoyee O Young Man,” &c. its ſuch a ſaying as | 
Chriſts to his Diſciples,. Sleep on and rake your 


reſt, Mar. 14.41. It's not ſaid by way of -ap- 


probation, but he expoſeth- the Senſualiſt by | 
diſdain, which may - affe& ſome People more |. | | 
than a direct Reproof ; and God for'our good” | 4 
condeſcends to try all-ways. Surely you that} 9 
think ſenſual pleaſure the- greateſt happineſs 
you-are capable of, will ſuſpe& that 'it is not” 
what is appears to your fooliſh minds, when” 


he ſpeaks his feeling as well as his her eee þ 
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God by the Witt oy doth chys lrqnically 


: brane. ie it: he loads y -W with" ſcoro, we pot 


ly pleaſe your: {elves with thets pgor-de- 
lights; 25 your only Paradice;' God keep we 
ſrom that-as my 6 fed which God ACCPYRRS 
wy. reproach... 
Ee But. nay nota Young Map 5 yes ?. 
rg bs PRE no oe, 5 PO vos to Lc 
thy felf in the al. 37: 4+ y$a thou 
ET Om c mderagly and Hell 7 yi | 
ets of ſence 3. bus that's not the joycing 


ame, hat confnelthy pleaſurts ©, and 7Þ 
Tg walloweſt- in- TE lights bas cons! 
by: followin 8 the Vain im ; Sia at pf 
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4 The Uanity of 
in all his mirth ? even in his jollity he1s to be - 
ſcorned, as well as pityed. | 

2. He allarms this brutiſh Senſualiſt with a 

oſpeCtt of Judgment. God addreſſeth him- 
Telf to thee as one ſtupidly ignorant, bur know 
thos: it's what thou art little acquatnted with, 
or thoughtful about ; for all” theſe things he will 
bring thee into judgment, a ſore thorn in thy gay 
Cloaths; a great cooler to thy luſts, meer 
gall in thy Cups, and a ſad diſturbance to thy 
airy conceits : God will bring thee into judgment 
for all theſe things. Th6 thou deſpiſe his Laws, 
thou ſhalt not eſcape his Sentence : he will not 
teave it to thee, whether thou ſhalt be miſera- 
ble; though he referr'd it to thy choice, whe- 
ther thou wouldſt be ſerious : hee'l compell 
thee to feel his wrath, though he would not | 
force thee to refrain thy voluptuouſneſs. Yea, 
Oh thon that ſporteſt thy ſelf in thy brutiſh 
delights ! thou ſhalt account for all, thou 
ſhalt ſaffer for each. Thy puniſhment ſtall be 
proportioned to thy ſrns, and to thy pleaſures 
thou didſt take in finning, and doſt thou never 
conſider. how great that's like to be ? 

3. He then annexeth a ſerious Caution a- 
gainſt two evils, to which Young Perſons are 
obnoxious, v. 10. Therefore remove ſorrow from 
#by heart ; that is anger, as the word may be 
rendred, or all thoſe heart luſts which will 
ehd in ſorrow of heart. Thou art afraid of 
ſeriouſneſs, thou ſeemeſt to prevent ſorrow by 
$by carnal mirth; but alas, thou art making 
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way. for the deepeſt groans by thy ſeeming 


cure; thou bringeſt. on forrow by a. pretend- 
_ ed driving it away.. But Young Man, God 


ſeeing thou takeſt a wrong courſe, condeſ- 
cends to warn thee againſt the anguiſh which 
thou-preparelſt by thy vicious inclination. 

2. And put away evil from thy fleſh; that is, 
fleſhly pollutions, to which Youth is prone, 
or the bodily puniſhments which pile courſes 
expoſe to: If you take.the artt ſence, then, as 
10 forbidding heart luffs, he ſtops a conrſe of 
lin at the Spring-head, without which all the 
attempts for Reformation will be too feeble; 
ſo in forbidding fleſhly pollutions, he would 
reſtrain the acting of fin: q. d. Thd& Luſt is 
conceived. in the. Heart, yer let it not break 
forth in thy practice : for abſtinence from 
wicked acts will conduce to change thy tem- 
per, and abate thy guilt. If you take the lat- 
ter ſence, then he argnes from that miſery, 
which' brutiſh Youth is moſt tikely.to be af- 
teted by, q. d. That Body which thou fo in- 
dulgeſt, that fleſh whereof thou art ſo tender, 
is like to feel the woful effects of thy folly = 
Therefore as thou loveſt thy very fleſh, kin- 
dle not the flames which are to devour it int 
Hell ; bring not down thoſe Judgments, which 
may torment thy Body on this fide the Grave. 

The wiſe Man introduces theſe advices by 
a Motive referring to v. 9. Therefore, &Cc. as 
if he had ſaid; becauſe God will bring thee 16 
jndgment, avoid theſe, lins, «for; which thou 
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6 The Ganity of 
ſhalt certsinly be arraigned, and prevent the 
miſeries which the Tentence will include, and , 
which the Judge muſt execute according tg 
the ſanction of that -Law whereby thou ſhalt 
be judged. Then, then, O Young Man ! thon 
ſfhalr know by-the puniſhment felr, * that thy 
Lawgivers threatnings were not vain, though 
gduring remptations they appeared ſo, ; 
My Text is a further Motive, and as ſuch 
& here inſerted: For @hildhood and Youth are 
Vxwey, q. d. To theſe Tins your young years 
are prone,. they have room in your temper, 
ant withqut great care and labour cannor be 
gemoved, or put away; therefore be intent 
#16 vigotous 7» phe ogy he from your fieſh, ta 
z#emove ſorrow from thy bearr. - © th” 
- Having thus deſcribed the Coherence of the 
yrordsy I ſhall lay them down far a Dottrinte, 


a3 they be in my Text. 
Dod. Chilghood and Youth are Vanty. 

I ſhall explain this Do&rine, and infiſt on 
that ſence of the words; whici will moſt can» 
aueeto the advantage of Young Perſons. 

(1.) Ghildhogd and Youth may be taken 
for that time of Humane Life, which is ſhort 
of 'Manhood. 

If you take it thns, . ther the whole Elauſe 
rhfay deMQivs- expreſſed: Though you are very 
aþt-to-bouſt of theſe years, as moſt condaciye 
£5 'h*pphiefs, thodfh now your Spirits are vi- 
$$0u%, your Bediss healthy and Rrody, yout 

| " Sen- 
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| Sences quick, the Cares and Maladies of Old. 


Ageare far from you ; yet all this will not mzke 
you. happy. This time of Youth it ſelf is va- 
nity, it's inſufficient ro. make thee a. Bleſſed 
Creature; yea, though thou didſt enjoy all 
ſenſible things that can minilter .to -its ſatisfa- 
f&ion, it is but vanity ; a poor thing, a ſhort 
and empty matter, which leaves its admirers 
deceived, yea, undone, if they have no. bet- 
ter proviſion. A ſerious Old .Man difdains 
thoſe years, and would not live them over 
again; yea, few live long that wiſh not much 
of that time expunged out of their life, and 
remember it with a bluſh. 

(2.) Childhood and Youth note Perſons of 
thoſe Years or age, viz. Children and Young 
People. 

I ſhall conſider theſe words in this ſence, 
and of ſuch of you the Spirit of God proclaim- 


eth vanity, as your proper. Epithite. 


Queſt. What is meant by Vanity, as it-pre- 
dicates. of theſe. Young People ? 

Anſw. Vanity is either natural or moral, and 
then it's the ſame as to ſay, 

r. Young People are frail and mortal. All 


fleſh is graſs, and the goodline/s thereof as the flower 


of the Field,1{a.40.6. The robuſt Youth hath his 
breath in his Nolſtrils ; by the Courſe of Nature 
he may live longer than Old men, yet by the 


 Frailty of Nature he may dic before the oldeſt 


man. Thou reckoneſt upon long Life, but thou 
mayeſt dye to morrow : Oh young man! thou 
B 4 halt 
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haſt the ſeeds of Death in thee, thou .canft 
not reliſt any Meſſenger of Death ; Heb. 9.17. 
the Sentence lies againſt thee, and fin the cauſe 
of Death cleaves to thy early Age, Rom. 8.10. 
What variety of accidents art thou ſubjeCt to 
every moment ? It's by Gods power you Chil- 
dren are alive till now, as well as the Man of 
elghty : Oh young Folk ! that think of many 
years, before Death and you can meet ; how 
many- younger than you are already rotten in 
their graves? there may be many. Children in 
This place, whoſe death your Fathers, yea, 
Grandfathers may live to mourn for : it's a brit- 
tle houſe your very Souls inhabit. | 

Exh. | cannot omit this Exhortation. Do 
and forbear all you ought to do and forbear in 
order to Eternity, as Perſons within a ſtep of 
Death. hope the youngeſt here are aſſured,that 
there is no working tn the grave,Ecci.g.1o. What 
1s to: be done for Eternity muſt be done while 
you live, .the ſtate of trial laſts no longer than 
Life: whatever is beyond the Grave, is un- 
changeable reward or puniſhment. 

Wilr thou lay to Heart theſe:things? 1. [ 
Have much to do for Eternity. 2. Work- for ' 
Eternity is hard to do. 3. This work as hard 
aS1t is. muſt be done, or I periſh for ever. 
4+ How ſhort a while may I, as young as Iam, 
have toda all this hard work ia, which is the 

oint Iam on : Young Man, if Death overtake 
hee, thou canſt not put it off cill thou ſet- a- 
bqut the work thou haſt negleCfted ; all the. 
cryes 


7” 


tet thus he cots 
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cryesin the Word will avail nothing: Bethink 
-thee then, if Ahab had not been good betimes, 


he muſt have been eternally undone ; fo it may 
be thy Caſe, O Child of ten years ola! if thou 
doſt not get Grace before thou art a Year older, 
or it may be a Month or Week older, thou muſt 
dye graceleſs.  Doth not the Word tell thee of 
ſome who dye inyouth, and their life is among the 


clean, Job 6.14. - Shall that be thy Caſe? canſt 


thou bear: it? be perſwaded now to fix" thy 
thoughts'on ſach things as theſe : Shall I Lye 
or Swear now,, who may be dead within 'a 
Month? Dare I prophane this Sabbath, who 
may be dead within a Week ? yea, my next 
ſin may be- the laſt aft of 'my Life. . How can 
I live withont Chriſt a day longer, when I may 
dye to Night ? ſhall I delay to know, and love, 
and fear my God, who muſt do it ſoon or ne- - 
ver? I am ſure if I do not fear God before 
I dye, Hell will be my place; and I am not 
ſure of a Week to attain this Fear” of God. 
Did the youngeſt of you know your frailty, 
you would tremble at delays, you would not 
dare to fin, yon would bluſh at your floth- 
falneſs in any good Work. Oh then hear 
this Sermon as one that may never hear ano- 
ther ! Pray the next time as one that may ne- 
ver Pray again. When thou art next tempt- 
ed, ask thy ſelf, WonldT yield" to this if I 
were to dye to morrow'? Will you believe 
this, and walk as them that believe 'it ? even 
Youth is too uncertain for any wiſe one to 
venture 
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venture to fin, or neglect his Salvation, as if 
wt of time to repent, and repair his neg. 

2. Vanity is taken in a moral ſenſe, wiz. 
as it-regards the minds and manners ; thus 
Eph. 4- 17. the Spirit of .God warns us againſt 
walking mm the Vanity of the Mind, Vanity is 
oft put for all ſins, 2 Kings x5, 15. ſeveral ſing 
are; expreſly called Vanity ; and this Name is 
applyed, partly with reſped to the Nature 
of lome fins, but chiefly from the tendency and 
conſequence 'of every ſinful courſe. Every 
way of lin is vain; and fin deſerves the Name 
of Vanity from this conſideration, that it is 
committed to no valuable purpoſe; yea, it 
ends in what is deſtru@ive, and far worſe 
than. meerly unprofitable. y 


In this ſenſe I ſhall improye the Text, and 
it inclades theſe things : 

t- Young people are prone to many ing 
that are notoriouſly vain. 

2+ Young: People are: apt to live to very 
low and unprofitable purpoſes, which is Va- 
nity. 

.z-: Young\People are apt to live to.evil and 
deftruive purpoſes, which is the heighth of 
Yanity. | 

Before I enter on: theſe things, let me ask 
you. young Folk, Is not this a true Charge ? 
and is it-not as ayful a deſcription of your 
$tate as true ? | | 

Obj, 


. Obj. But how comes this to be laid fo uk. 
yerfally, that all yourg People are thus 
yain ? 6 Þ 
- Anſ. x. Becayſe” the” generality of young 
People are yain : For-one that is ſober, how 
many are wild? for*one that is pious, there 
be* many praphane. A religious Child is be- 
come a wonder.  Godlineſs in youthful yeat 
is very rare : The body of your prdinary young 
People is fottiſh ; the generality of witty 
Youths are'atheiſtical and” irreligions. When 
the Diſeaſe is ſo common, the charge is pro- 
per as againſt the whole. | 
 Axf. 2. All young Perſons are inclin'd' ta 
be vain : Yanity is the Temptation of that 
Age ; your Conſtitution and 'want of Experi- 
ence do eſpecially expoſe you to this milſ- 
chief; though Grace may deliver ſottie of yon 
from the power of Vanity yet it hath not 
cleanſed you from all diſpoſition to Vanity ; 
it hangs about you, and liveth, though TE- 
ſtrained : Your ſtumbles will be at this ſtone, 
and your Faults will be uider this head 'of 
youthful Vanity. | 
Young Pegple ! you ſee why the Charge is 
ſo common : Will you then apply what I ſhall 
fay'to your ſelves? When I deſcribe the Diſ- 
eaſe, ſay, This is my Diſeaſe : When I pro- 
Fro the Remedy, ſpeak to thy Soul, This is 


roper for my Caſe, this' is necelſary to iy 
Londirigtt. Thot Child, fay, 1 am a Child, 
an 
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and A apt to be vain. Then young | 
- Man ! ſay, I am a young Man, and therefore 
I am apt to be yain. I muſt deny my Age, 
or own-this Charge. Nay further, reaſon 
awfullly with your. ſelves, 449 young Peo- 
ple are under the. power of Vanity : The-wic- 
ked Youths area bundred to one that's pious, 
Oh my Soul what is my Condition ! is not 
there . more danger that I am one of thoſe 
hundred wicked ones, than that Iam that One 
Plous young one. 

I ſhall now return to conſi der the three par- 
ticulars, under which.f. included the Moral 
Py of young People. | 

. Young People are prone to many {ins 
tha are natorioully Vain. 

There be ſome particular. ſias that in their 
Nature argue more Vanity than other fins; 
they inferr a very vain mind in. the Perſons 
committing them-, Young ones. have many 
of theſe ſins, and Luſts ſtrongly prompting 
thereto. 

I ſhall reduce your: fins to eight particn- 
lars, and give you ſome Directions nnder 
each, to help you againſt that particular ſin : 
But remember each of theſe are ſi ins; every 
ſia defileth thy Soul, and bindeth thee to un- 
dergo the Puniſhment threatned, if it be not 
Tepented of and mortified : Nor canſt thou 
hope that theſe ſins will. be put away, - unleſs 
Tha follow the Methods which God hath dt- 
rected for that end : He will not Convert thee 
| @Þ 


Childhood and Porith. #3 


25 a Bruit that- regards nothing, tho he muſt 
, tonſider thy weakneſs as a Sinner, and there. 


fore exert his Power by the Means thou at- 
rendeſt. 
"1. Young People are ſubjett to Folly. 

The Spirit brands our tender years with 
this Crime : Prov. 22. 15- Folly is bound up in 
the Heart of a Child : 1s this limited to Chit- 
dren? No, A youny Aden void of underſtanding 
is roo often ſeen, Prov. 7. 7. This fault 1s pu 
a want of that Wiſdom which 1s unexpected 
from your Age : But it is ſuch Folly as in your 
Years might have been healed ; and it's made 
up of blindneſs and: miſtakes againſt that light 
which God hath afforded you. 

God hath given you reaion to govern your 
ſelves by, you are under the Means of Wit- 
dom, whereby: you may know your true end, 
and the proper means to that end : Neverthe. | 
lels molt young Perſons are Fools. Doſt not 
thou place thy Intereſt in things which are 
vain and deſtruftive? Doſt not thou think 
Jollity thy only Heaven, and the pleafing thy 
Luſts the only real Paradice'? What is enjoy- 
ing God, or glorifying God to thee ? theſe 
are things thou art unacqualnted with, and 
unconcerned for. 


Obj. hs thon wilt ſay, I defire to be 
faved, 5nd 1 do ſomething towards. it, how 
then aur  multak - MY «a Or INEANS. {3 
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14 
Anf. 1. 1 fear thou doſt not know what-it is 
to be ſaved: Salvation with thee is - only. be- 
ing kept.qut of 'Hell, as-a place of Torment 
when thon baſt ſfin'd thy fill ; bur. there is little 
more to commend Heaven to thee: If.there be 
not vain ſports, Revelling, and the like carnal 
Enjaymep's ; thoucanft not tell how Heaven 
quid be a Happy State, tho better than Hell ; 
But -is not. this the groſſelt Folly ? What, te 
think that Salvation, which contains no Viſion 
of God, no perfect Holineſs, of Heart, no full 
Conformity. tos Chriſt, no raviſhing ſenſe or 
Communications of the Divine Love, no hand 
n-God's Praiſes ? Fooliſh Youth ! . there's ng 
Heaven but what,princtpally includes theſe 
that js not Salyation which wants any of theſe, 
Let me ask thee, art.not thou fooliſh, if thou. 
judgeſt Salvation to be what it is not ? art 
thou.not foohlſh. to think it to be another thing 
than Gad deſcribeth it to be ? art thou not a. 
Fool, that fancieſt. that cannot be a happy 
State, unleſs it wants what all good Men ac+ 
count to be Happineſs ? and unleſs it includey 
fach wicked and hruiciſh things gs Heaven muſk - 
keep and cleanfe us from ? Oh poor Creature! 
thus fooliſh do thy Notions of eternal Life dif 
coyer thee to be. Ns. 
Anſ. 2. Thy Folly appeareth, in that thou 
fancjeſt thou. cavſt be ſaved in another way, 
than that which leads to it. To convince 
thee of this, conſider that, WD 
1, Chriſt 
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r. Chriſt is the' principal Way to Life, Foh. 
x4. $. He as a Prieſt by offering up himſelf, 
merited Life for ſuch as repent, believe, and 
obey him : He as a Prophet teacheth Men the 


Author, Means, and: Nature of the Terms of 


Life: He as King applies his Purchaſe by the 
Spirit, ſubdues Impediments, fits the Soul for, 
and judicially admits it into Glory. Now 
Ehild ! doſt thou hope to live for ever. and 
neglect Chriſt ? is it not Folly to expe Life 


| and deſpiſe a Saviour, yea, trample his Blaod 


under thy Feet ? is it not Folly to hope to be 
ſaved 'by Chrift, and yet believe the Devil ra- 


- ther than him, and prefer the Dominion. of 


others before his Government ? 
2. Faith, Repentance and Holineſs, are a way 
to Heaven, ſubordinate to Chriſt : I ſay, /«b- 


_ ordinate to Chriſt,, for they could not ſave thee 


but for a Chriſt ;, Sinners had never obtained 
them, but by a Chriſt ; and they tend to fave 
as they refer to Chriſt, whoſe atonement is 
the only purchaſing Price. 

But yet they are a way to Life : No Mar 
ſhall ever get to Heaven withqut them. Chriſt 
hath reſolved without Faith, no Man ſhall have 
Pardon by his Merits, and therefore all the” 
favingly enlightned do believe, chat they may 
be {ufified Gal. 2. 16. 

le appoints us to repent, that our fins may 
be blotted out, when the times of refreſhing ſball 
come; At. 3.19. and limits the number of the 
faved co ſuch as obey him, Heb. 5. 9. = 

ow 


Now young, Man, is it not Folly in thee to 
expect Heaven, when thou haſt nothing which 
Chrilt hath inſtituted as a means of that Glory? 
Doth he as our Law-giver declare that he will 
and muſt ſuſpend thy Salvation 'till thon be- 
lieve ; and wilt thou madly ſay, he will fave 
me, though I do not believe ? doſt thou know 
what he'll do better than himſelf ? 

Yea, your Folly 1s greater, in that Chriſt 
hath not only ſuſpended. Life on theſe Condi- 
tions, but he hath expreſly declared, that they 
ſhall for ever periſh, that do not in theſe things 
ſabmit to him ; and yet thou art confident. 

. What greater Folly than for- an unholy one 


to look for Glory, when God faith, IW/icthour 


Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee the Lord, Heb. 12. 14. 
and All the wicked ſhall be twrned into Hell, Pſal. 
9.17- Is it not- Folly. to remain impenitent, 
and. yet be in hopes of Heaven? when Chriſt 
Faith, Except yourepent you ſhall all likewsſe periſh, 
Luk. 13. 3. Will not you own your: Madneſs, 
that look'd for Life in your Diſobedience, when 
you ſhall hear our Lord ſaying, Slay theſe mine 
Enemies, that would not that I ſhould reign over 
them, Luk. 19. 27. Is it not an eſtabliſh'd Rule 
-under the Goſpel, He that. believerh. not ſhall be 
danned, Mar. 16. 16.. Unbelief and Hell- are 
certainly connected, as Faith and Heaven. 

3. Thy Folly appears yet more, in that thou 
:fancielt thou canſt be: ſaved in a way con- 
trary to Salvation, and certainly leading to 
Hell. | 5gt ia $90 
41 Wouldſi 
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Wouldſt not thou judge him a Fool that in- 
tending for Dover, yet clivnſeth the Road to 
York? are not they Fools who deſiring Health, 
refuſe Phyſick, and take nothing bnt Poyſon ? 
Thy: behavionr exceeds the groſleſt of theſe 
Inſtances. ' 

W hat barts any one from Heaven, but the 
agominion- of fin? - and that Conſcience juſtly 
chargeth thee with : Doth not God declare, 
that: to be curnally minded is death, Rom.8.6? 
thou art ſo' minded, - and yet -expecteſt life : 
Is'not God expreſs, that no Whoremonger, nor 
unclean Perſon, nor covetous, hath any Tnheritance 
in-the Kingdom of God, Eph. 5. 5? And alfo 
that the abominable; and all Liars ſhall have their 
part in the Lake that burneth with Fire ana Brim- 


| fone, Rev.21? Is henot as politive, that zo 


Fornicator, Reviler, Thief,or Drunkard cax be [aved? 
1 Cor. 6. What can be plainer, than that in be- 
ing ſuch as. theſe thou deſtroyeſt- thy ſelf ? 
Theſe Vices lead to. deſtruftion, and God 
warns thee againſt fooliſh ſelf-deceit; by ho- 
ping for a better iſſve than Ruine by ſuch a 
Courſe: Oh ſottiſh Youth ! will Thefr, Drun- 
kennefs, Swearing, Prophanenefs, think you, 
lead to Heaven, after all theſe difcoveries of 
God?s reſolves ? what will damn thee, if ſuch 
Vices will not? who can be damned if thon be 
ſaved ? will a provoked God ye for thy ſake ? 
No, no, his:'Threats will take hold of thee, 
notwithſtanding thy filly dreams. 
» Children, you ſee ack deſcribed the m— 
4 
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ly of all Young Ones, who are wicked, I 
have choſen this great Inſtance, viz. They mi- 
ſtake their true Happineſs, and the Way 
to It. 

I might open this great ſore beyond this : 
Alas! Young People are generally ignorant of 
God, and themſelves; they know neither -good 
nor evil. aright :; they commend what they 
ought todiſpraiſe; they chuſe what they ſhould 


rejeft ; they make a mock of the greateſt | 


Miſchiefs, as Sin and Hell ; they rarely under 
ſtand Men, or know how to carry it aright 
for this World, or for Eternity ;. they miſtake 
Truth for Error, are governed by appearan- 
ces rather than realities. Where-ſhall -I ſtop 
if I intend a full attempt of the Folly: of 
Youth ? 


Quzef#, What ſhall I that am Young do- to: | 


heal me of my Folly ? 
Anſw. 1. Beg Wiſdom of God by fervent 


Prayer 3 Fam, 1. I. If any of you lack. Wiſdom, | 
let him azkjt of God, &c. Thou wanteſt Wiſz! 


dom, thou art bid to ask it : Thou art en- 
couraged to ask, for he giveth it to ſuch as 


ask,. yea, he gives liberally, and he will not up-' 


braid thee with thy paſt Folly, when thou ſer- 


teſt thy ſelf to get Wiſdom. Nothing will heal 3 


thy Folly but wiſdom.,and a-prayerleſs creature 


15 never like to obtain.it : Therefore preſs thy" 
Soul with the ſence of it's want, and with the" 
lovelineſs and neceflity of Wiſdom : This will: 
help thee to ſtrong delires, which are fervent : 


Pray- 


at. «a 
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Prayers. Oh Child! wilt thon be a Fool for 
want of praying ? Shall God ſay, Here's a 
Youth void of Wiſdom, becauſe he would not 
ask 1t ? 

DE Study and believe the Scriptures. If thy 
Judgment bejdire&ed by the Word, it will be 
ſound, that gives underfianding unto "the | ſimple, 
Pfal. 119. 130. Be ſure you learn to. read, and 


| when you can read, read the Scriptures moſt: 


there you muſt learn to think aright of God : 
they will teach/thee whet the Will of God is ; 


| thewa) of Salvation i is there difcovered ; from 


them-xtiou haſt the trueſt account of Sin. and 
Holineſs. In the written Promiſes thou wilt 
know what to hope for; in the Threatnings 
ene thou ſhouldſt fear, in the Conimandments 
thou muſt do, in the revealed Dottrines 


har thou. ſhouldſt believe. Come Children, 
you are allowed to learn the Scriptutes; Ti- 


m=orby is commended for knowing the Scripeures 
from # Child, 3 Tim. 2. 15. Study you theſe, 
there- is dothing. needfull for a Chriſttan which 
is not contained therein ; Every thing as ro 
Salvation is doubtful, which is not deduced 
from theſe: . 

3 Saſpect thy -firſt thoughts; and never be 
governed by thy Fancy: If thy fadden imagi- 
—_ be righr; they will bear enquiry ; if 

y. be wrong; they need: amendment. Or- 
gdh the firſt dictates proceed from Yani- 
> oi and ſhall that- preſcribe when Lite and 

h depend on thy Reſolves ? nay;. how 

C 2 Rnow- 
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-knoweſt thon but that'they be Satans whiſpers 

which thou executeſt, when Fancy is thy 
Guide ? for he ſpeaks to the Soul by impreſ- 
ling the Imagination. 
-* 4. Converſe with the Godly Wiſe, and 
ſtritly obſerve and lay up their Sayings ard 
Examples. The Word tells us, He char wakk- 
eth with wiſe men ſhall be wiſe, but the Compan- 
on of fools ſhall be deſtroyed, Prov. 13. 20. Their 
Speeches will inſtruCt, their pra@ice will al- 
lure imitation ;3 whereas ill Company will de- 
bauch thy Mind, and nouriſh thy Laſts. ' Pru- 
dent Perſons will judge thy temper by thy af- 
{ociates, well knowing, thou art already, or 
wilt certainly be what thy choſen Compant- 
ons are. 

'5. Deſign all knowledge in order to pra- 
Ctice, and live vp'to the light thou- receiveſt: 


He that in Sacred things takes up with Nott- . 
ons for notions ſake, is as truly a Fool as if' || 
he knew nothing. Its 'a practical Judgment. |. 
that makes us ſpiritually wiſe, when other” 


knowledge will aggravate our ſin and woe.” * 
Oh Young Man ! wilt thon fay unto Wiſdom, 


T hou art my Siſter ? Prov.7. 4. wilt thou-caſt off | 


Folly with Indignation as thy great Difeaſe ? 


ſhould you be fondof that which fin introduced; | 
and will obſtru& your healing whiles it"pre-" | 


vails ? Folly is the bane of intelle&nal Beings, 
and that's of the worſt ſort which guides vor 
praCtice. Folly is the root of all your' other” 
Sins : Wer't thou ſpiritually wiſe, thy wo 

: were 
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were more than:halfdone; and methinks thon 
ſhouldſt not be hardly perſwaded to get Wiſ- 
dom. Child ! wouldſt thou be willing to be 
an Ideot? Surely no : every one pitieth ſuch 
2 one, and is too apt to laugh at him. Butl 
tell thee, to be a Fool 2s to Eternal things, 
is much worſe than to be an-ldeot : The 1de- 
ot. hath few, if any actual Sins to anſwer for, 
but thou. baſt many. There may be hopes of 
an Ideots Salvation, eſpecially if he be the 
Child of a Believer : but if thou remain ſpiri- 
tually a Fool, there's. no hope of thee, tho' 
both thy /Parents were the beſt of People. All 
Folly is. the blemiſh of Humane Nature, bur 
Spiritual Folly moſt of any. 

2. Young People are ſubje&t to Inconfide- 
rateneſs and raſhneſs. How hard is it ro make 
you think, or lay the greateſt things to hearr ? 
neither-Danger nor Daty, do Young Ones ap- 


| ply -to-themſelves. Would not the Conlcien- 
| . ces of moſt of you agree with my accuſati- 
1 on, if I tell thee Child, and thee Young Man 


or- Woman, Thou art vnder God*s Wrath, 
but wilt not. conſider ir? Thon- doſt not me- 
ditate-'0n, the way of recovery, tho. it be at 


_ great expence provided : Chriſt dyed for thee, 


but-thou haſt not ſpent one hour in the Con- 


{1 templation of him.” Thou art loth to thir.k 


what. thy wayes are, whether good or bad ; 
nor” thy State, whether ſafe or dangerous. 
How few Young Ones here have ſeriouſly ask- 
ed-themſelves; Am Iborn again or-no ? what - 

C 3 will 
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will my fins bring me.to.? what evil is there t 
in my Sins? when I muſt ſtand at Gods Tri- a 
bunal to be judged, what ſhall I anſwer? | © 
what 1s like to be the iſſue ? how ſhall 1 dwell 5 
with everlaſting burnings? It's too: common- , 
ly with others as it was with that Young Man, a 
He goeth after her ſtraiohtway, ( or ſaddenly ) t 
as an Oxe goeth to the ſlaughter, tall a dart ftrike 1 
through bis Liver : As a Bird hafteth to the ſnare, o 
and knoweth not that it 4s for his life. Prov.7.22,23; * 
He took not time to think what would be the: | fi 
Iſlue of Sin ? unavoibable Torment gives the firſt f 
proſpect of his' danger 3 when conſideration - | * 
would have repreſented this Miſery, as 'a | 
guard- againſt Sin, even whiles Temptation ſt 


ſolicited. Le 
" Queſt. What ſhall Ia Youngone. do, to deli.” { 
Jiver me from this inconſiderateneſs ? 4 K 
 Anſw. In general, ſtrive to conſider, and” |. 
bind\thy mind to ſuitable and fixed Fhoughts. Ss di 
To. this end, 48.27 
* 1. Do not at any time allow. thy Thoughts "m* 
to wander unaccountably. It's hard to con- ' 
fine them at any time, when they uſually rove. F 


ic's a great help for this World, and for ano-+; 
ther, to have our thoughts manageable z and Jv 
our” Souls capable. of being eafily fixed in "their®, s & 
Contemplations. When ever thou thinkeſt,'”Þ 
be able to ſay, What I think of, it is worth 
a thought. f ic 

2. Awe thy Soul with the importance of i 
the things thou oughteſt ro conſider. © If oy” bs 
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be Soul-matters, they be of the higheſt nature, 
and they be of greateſt concern to thee :.Tell , 
thy {elf,, Life and Death depends on theſe: If 
Sin have dominion over me, / ſhall dye - If I 
am not born again, 7 cannot enter into the King- 
dom of God, Joh. 3. 5. And ſhall I lightly 
think of theſe ? what's all the World to me, 
if 1 periſh for ever? Things Divine, things 
on which Eternity depends, muſt be conlider- 
ed. Oh my Soul! wilt, yea dareſt thon re- 

- fuſe to dwell on. theſe, which thou wert made 
for, which thou muſt ſhortly. converſe with, 
as the only realities,,whether thou wilt or no. 

3. Get ſo much Knowledge of what thou 
ſhoaldſt conſider, as that thon mayſt be able 
to repreſent it to thy Mind in ſome evidence. 
It's hard to conſider long of what we little 
know ; if it be of God, be nat unacquainted 

' 1+ with his Nature; if it be of Sin, be not ig- 
1” noranht of arguments to diſſwade from it, and 
| a ſence of what aggravatesit, &c. 


. $f 
+] 4 Learn to diſcourſe with thy ſelf, and to 
| urge things vu thy Heart : This will fix 
1 thy thoughts, and bring things with ſome due 
*4 mpreſſion-on' the Heart. If thou canſt nor 
4 debate the matters inwardly, ſpeak outwardly 
*2- with thy Tongue, as if two Perſons were in 
*] talk together : What, ſhall I loſe my Soul 
| foraLuſt? Muſt not I, if Gods Word be true, 
rue my preſent Courſe? It's Gods charge that 


you commune with your own bearts, Plal. 4. 4. he 
| C 4 Can 
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can neither be true nar profitable to him- 
ſelf, who ſeldom ſpeaks to himlelf. 
- $5. Take fir time and. place to debate, and 
apply things of moſt concern, and bring 
things to a good concluſion. Great things 
muſt not be determined by a few thoughts, for 
ſo thou wilt neither paſs a right judgment, 
nor yet be duly affected. Neither are ſerious 
matters becomingly conſidered ina Crowd, or 
when thou art unfit to think : And to confli- 
der, withoat coming ro a concluſion, cannot 
fix thy Jndgment,, .or govern thy Will and 
Practice. Therefore if the matter thought of 


be a Doubt, preſs. it to a reſolution ; if it be, 


a Duty, conlider all arguments 'till thy Will 
be fixedly determined to doit ; if it be a Sin 
which thou layeſt to Heart, ceaſe not repre- 
ſenting the evil and.danger of it, before thou 
feelelt thy ſelf reſolved againſt it, and a ſtrong 
indignation kindled to ſupport that reſolve. 
Will you reſolve to follow theſe Rules? 


will you ſtrive to manage your thoughts, and 


ſhew your ſelves willing. to be conſiderate ? | 
am ſure thou wilt nor refuſe, if thou halt 
a mind to chuſe aright, to walk ſafely, or 
to have the benefit of what God hath afforded 
by natural Light, Revelation, or Proyidenceto 
govern Mankind by. Yea, Young Man, it's 
impoſſible to be truly Religious, or to anſwer 
the great ends of Religion, without conſidering, 
Oh then ponder the path of thy feet,, maturely deli- 
berate on things that thy thqughts are due to. 

I, Young 


| 
| 


— 
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3. Young People are ſubject to be obſtinate 
and heady. This is one of your diſeaſes; 
you break through reſtraints, and are regard- 
leſs of advice, intreaties avail little : Yea 
Children, though you be' compared to tender 
Twigs, do not you diſcover much ſtubborn- 
neſs : Parents command, but you: are diſobe- 
dient ; they correft, hut you remain obſti- 
nate ; they perſwade and intreat you to be 
ſober, but you are ſtill vain : Maſters reprove, 
you areſtill the ſame ; Miniſters importunately 
call thee (Wh Young Man) from thy deſtru- 
Aive Courſe, but thou paſſeſt on, and ſhutreſt ' 
thy Ears againſt the Word. Conſcience ofr 
ſpeaks, ard repreſents thy guilt, but thou 
ſeemeſt reſolved on thy own ruiae : Yea, Gad 


_ ſtands in thy way; as the Angel with a drawn 


Sword ; but thou: art fearleſs, and ſeemeſt to 
ſay, will fin ſtill, let come what will of it : 
Fob 15.26. Let guilt grow, let God ftrike, 
let 'my Soul periſh, all theſe ſhall not alter 
; 


Oh poor Stripling ! how ſoon can Diſſw«- 
God undo thee ! how ſoon will Hell as 
Torments break thy Stomach ! and ers 
wilt thou {t1]l be like the wild .4/s which ſnuf- 


feth up the wind, and in ber eccaſion, who can 


\ turn ber away ? ſer. 2. 24. How cant thou, 


Child, endure to hear thy Parents groan : 1 
periwade my Child to be good, bur I cannot 
prevail! I would infſtru& him, but he is vn- 

teach- 
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teachable; Woe is me, I have brought. forth 
: for the Deſtroyer, when this my Child was 
born : I ſee bim- running Hell-ward, and can- 
not reſtrain him: I tremble to think from his 
ſetting ont, what he is like to come to: Oh 
that the fruit: of my Body ſhould diſhonour 
God, as he is like to do ! that he ſhould do 
the Miſchiefs, I foreſee he will ! If God change 
not his Heart, he may come to. an, untimely 
end, and is ſure to be damned for ever! Oh 
that [ had been written Childleſs ! canſt thou 


be unmoved, end ſtill perverſe? 


LQreſt. How ſhall a Young Perſon be cured 


of this Obſtinateneſs ? 

1. Get thy Heart poſſeſſed of a holy Fear : 
Beg of God a Heart that is in awe of him ; 
2'Heart that reverenceth thy Parents and Su- 
perioars;;. 2 Heart afraid of Sin, and trem- 
bling at Kell, and all other puniſhments doe 
to'Sin. Fearleſneſs is a great ground of ob- 
ſtinacy : Young Man, theſe deſerve fear ; God 
hath pot this Paſſion into thy Nature, to make 
thee governable. What horrid madnels is it, 
not to fear a God who is @ Conſuming Fire ? 
Heb. e2. 29. Not to fear Hell and Miſery, 
which will force thee to weep and wall, ard 
gnaſh thy teeth for ever ? Mat. 22. 13. What a 
confuſion and diſorder is it among Mankind, 


that Inferiors 'are wholly fearleſs of their Sus - 


periors, eſpecially ſinfal Worms of a dread- 
> 


fn] God? | 
2. Believe the kindneſs of theſe, againſt 
s whom 
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whom thou art obſtinate, and ſtir up ſome 
orateful returns of Iove to rhem. Thy per- 
verſeneſs implies, that thon loveſt not thy ad- 
viſers ; nor thinkeft that they have any love 
to thee, when they adviſe thee. But young 
Boy, I would mind thee today, that it is from 
Love all theſe oppoſed Admonitions do pro- 
ceed;: Doth not God love thee, who made 
thee, who put ſach Bowels In thy Parents to- 
wards thee ? Doth he- not love thee, who 
gives thee all the good thou 'enjoyelt, who 
ſpares thee, and intreateth *thee month after 
month, when he might have fent thee to Hell 
at firſt, without any loſs to himſelf ? 


|... Doth not Chriſt love thee, Oh Child, who 


j gave his Life for thee, when thdu wert an 
undone Enemy to him ; who ſent+-tus- Spirit 
to ſtrive with thee, his Goſpel to offer ny | 


]. to thee,” his Miniſters .and others to teach 


thee, as ſoon as thou couldſt underſtand any. 
4 thing? muſt not he love thee, "young Many 
4 who pleads with God ready to cut thee down, 
Lord, let him alone this year lonoer ? Lak. 13.8, 
Doth. not he love thee, that weeps over thee, 
when he finds thee unperſwadable, and this 
- becanfe he knows the woful anguiſh thy con- 
, tempt will end in ? 

| Do not thy Parents love thee ? Oh think at 
what care and pains thy Father is at for thy 
livelihood : Think off the tender bowels of 
thy Mother, what ſorrow ſhe bath ſelt, what 
tears ſhe is in, when thou artin me 
wart 
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what tears ſhe poureth forth when thou art 
ſtick, and how it goeth to her Heart to cor- 
rect thee ? I might ſhew all others love thee 
\who adviſc thee to be good. 

Well young Body ! canſt thou chuſe but 
think that the reproofs of theſe muſt proceed 
from love ? and art thou ſuch a. Brute as not 
to love them at all? what not love thy God 
who is ſo good to thee ? Not love thy Chrik, 
who bled out his.Soul in love to thee ? what, 
not love tky Father and Mother, to whom 
thou art ſo indebted ? wquldſt thou be. fo-re- 
quited, when thon haſt Children ? 


Obj. I hope I do love God, Chriſt, and my 
Parents. I am not ſuch a Devil, and I think 
they love me. | 

Aaſw. What, love them, and be qbſrinate 
againſt their intreaties? Love them, and be, 
diſobedient in things they moſt inſiſt on : God 
and. Chriſt account chem Enemies, Luke 19-27. 
that are Rebels, and puts thee plainly to .t, 
If you love me, keep my Commanaments, Joh. 14-15: 
As if he ſhould ſay, Never fancy or talk that you 
love me, unleſs you will obey me. Thy Pa- 
rents if they be pious, will reduce thy love ta 
the ſame inſtances: Thus thy Mother beſpeaks 
thee; What my Sor, and the 8on of my Womb, 
and what the Son of my vows! Give not thy 
frrength zo Women, Proy. 31,2, 3. and ſo: ſhe 
V. 4, 5- forbids Drunkenneſs. Thy. Father 
charges thee, My Child, hear the mnſtruttion of a 

| Father, 
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Father : Let thy heart retain my mords, keep my 
Commandments, and live : ; Let wiſdom, &c. Prov. 
4+ 1, 4. They will both intreat thee; Child, 
if thou haſt any love for us, keep from lin, 
fave thy ſelf from Hell; .we are molt concern- 
ed to ſee thee a real Saint, and eternally wel 
rious ; well bear any thing rather than fin; 
we are afraid for nothing as much as thy Soul, 
if thou deſtroy that, thou ſheweſt the great- 
ell hatred, and art as cruel -as-thon canſt be 
upto us. 
_ © Canſt thon think thou loveſt them, - and 
be thus perverſe ? Nay, if thou think they 
love thee, that muſt cauſe ſome. relentings : 
How can I run ſo croſs to my God and to my 
Parents, who ſo dearly love my Soul, and are 
ſo ſolicitous for its weal ?. my hardned Heart 
begins to yield, and 1 cannot continue: obſt i- 
nate ; my Love to them, and my ſenſe of their 
Love to me, doe overpower my ſtabborn 
irit. 
: 3, Be perſwaded of thy own ignorance and 
unfitneſs to. direC thy ſelf. 

A proud conceit that you know better than 
any, what is for your. good or harm, is in- 
cluded in an obſtinate frame. Doſt not thou 
rok, that if thou wert. convinced that God 

Vs thee do nothing, but what were for thy 
Fe , nor. forbids thee any thing but what 1s 

thy. harm, thou would'ſt do whathe con- 
hed, and ceaſe from what he forbids? and 


would it not be the ſame :5 to thy Parents and 
others ? 
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others? Let me then reaſon with thee, Young 
Mar ! Doft thou think chy God would deceive 
thee, or” thy Parents and Miniſters would lye 
to thee; when- they dilwade thee from fin; 
and perſwade thee to ſerious Piety; and are ſo 
earneſt init ? thon maſt conclude. they think 
as they ſay : If they be not miſtaken, they 
would encourage me to do as I do, bur if I be 
we = I onght, aitd would do as they ad- 
V1 So : . " w ah 
Then young People, the Matter is brought 
ro this ; thou art, obſtinate againſt Counſel, 
becauſe rhdu art 1n the right, and they thar 
give thee Counſel are in the wrong © They as 
thon thinkeſt; adviſe thee to thy loſs, and all 
things ſet together; thon conſulteſt thy own 
true lntereſft better than they do. 7 
But is not this a yery vain Conceit and ca- 
pital Error Oh Child ! ſure thou art not. 
- wiſer than thy holy Parents! they know more 
*thati thou, they have experienced what thou 
haſt not4 they and thy Maſters are forced 
to teach thee the little things. of this Life ; 
thou would?ſt ſoon ſpoil and Kill thy ſelf, if 
they left thee to,thy own, tnanagement. 
Oh young Men and Womien ! are not. you 
Tordidly fooliſh ? can you inagine you know 
what God will do with you better than bg 
knows It ? do you know what you muſt Joſt 
by fin, and ſuffer for. fin, . better than God 
knows? you judge by a ſhort moment, but he 
ſees what Eterniry is : You conclude from 
| what 
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what your Body now feels, but he Knows what 
thy Soul is, and what himfelf is to the Soul, 
whether in Wrath or Love: He-knows what 
the Glory of Heaven and Terrors of Hell 
amount to : Thou concludeſt by 'thy Fancy, 
but he paſſeth a juſt Judgment, which every 
one will ſoon ſabmit to; therefore I do begg 
thee to diſtruſt thy ſelf, as ever thon wouldſt 
fave thy ſelf. Conſider, atl the good Men-in 
the World were Conceited as thon art now, 
but rhey have repented, and owned their Folly : 
when they came to their right minds, then 
they came to be of God's mind. Yea, all the 
Wicked will be convinced of their Miſtake 
why elſe will they wail and- mourn for ever ? 
if it be beſt to be in Hell, why ſhould they al- 
ways Complain there ? The Prodigal thought 
he: was wiſe when he rioted, Zuks 15. 17, 18. 
but Repentance aſſured him that. he had*beeg 
mad. | Ps 
Young Folk, have you never ſeen refolved 
Sinners .evey in - Sickneſs and-:Poverty, rgar 
ont, -and mourn at the laſt, ſaying, ow baue 
I hated Inſtruftion ? Prov. 5. 12. £552 Se 
Confider bow unlikely 1s it, that thy Opi- 
nion 1s truer than thy koly Maſter, or Mint- 
iter ? thy Luſts darken thy mind, they have 
all-the wiſe part of the World on their ſide: 
Fhou canſt remember thou wert as confident. 
of other things, which now thou ſeeſt 9, be 
falſe, as they rold thee then. Thou ſomes- 
times now condemneſt thy ielf for thy conri#p 
| ; when 


32 .,-The Ganity of 
when thy Goful Inclinations are calmed. Whet 
thou wert ſick, thou didſt own that thy looſe 


way, -thy irreligious way was thy Folly : And 
afcer all theſe wilt thou bear it oat? muſt that 


be thy CharaCter, The Foo! ragerh, and'is con- 


fedent,, whiles thou knoweſt not at what thou ſtumb: 
teft, Prov. 14. 16. Muſt ' this be written on thy 
Grave-ſtone'? He ſhall dye without Inſtradtion, 
and in" the prearieſs of his folly he went aſtray, 
Prov. 5. 23+ 

: 4+ Acknowledge thon att one under Domi- 
nion, 'and not- at; thy 'own difpoſal. ': People 
refuſe to be. ſubject, from a Conceit that they 
have a right to govern themſelves. Is not this 
your Caſe ? Our lips arc our own,who is Lord over 


4s ? Pfal. 12.4. therefore 1 will- Lye, Swear, 


talk frothily, let who will contradict. 

But Child, | thon \canft. tell-who made thee; 
it was God; and ſhould not he that made thee 
govern thee ? ought not the Creature to obs 
ſexve the Laws which his Creator gives him ? 
Nothing thou haſt is ſo much- thine as'thou 
art. his. 2 Chriſt bought thee with his Blood, 
and additionally founded his Dominion in his 
Purchaſe: He therefore dyed, that 'he might be 
Lord both of the dead and ltving,,Rom.1 4. 9. Thou 
art therefore the molt unjuſt of Rebels, if thou 
art an obſt inate Sinner. 

Thy Parents, thy Maſters, thy Miniſters; 
have an Authority over thee, and diſobeying 
their jaſt Commands and Calls, is a renoun- 


cing an Anthority thun ſhouldſt' own, and 
uſurp- 
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iſurping a- power, to which thou- haſt fi 
claim. A Maſterleſs Child; a mafterleſs Youth 
is a Slave under pretence of Liberty; and 


doubleth his yoak, while he ſeeks to break it. 


Therefore know, young Folk, you'll find God 
a terrible Judge, whom you rejected as a Law- 
giver : Hee'll vindicate his own Authority, 
and the deputed Anthority of your Parents, 
by the ſoreſt Vengeance. Eternal Chains ſhall 
hold that Youth, which would break God's 
eaſe bands. | pe | 

If any of you ſay; I do own God to be ray 
Ruler and Mafter, *confider' GoU's' challenge; 
If I be a Maſter, where is my fear, ſaith the 
Lord Godof Hoſts ? Mal. 1. 8. pe 

To finiſh' this, how many ſturdy reſolute 
Young People are here ? will none of your 
knees tremble ; will 10ve melt no. Heart, will 
a ſence of Gods skill to dire&, and authority 
to Command, bend no ſtubborn will this day ? 
Dare any Child or Young Perſon go hence, 
and fay, I have been ſtiff-necked,. and+ wll'be 
ſo; nor will 1- follow theſe Rules to'become 
more perſwadeable; If thou haſt the impu- 
dence to do thus, 1 have God's warrant to 
tell thee, Thou ſhalt ſuddenly be deftroyed, and 
that without remedy, Prov. 29. 1. 

4+ Young People are ſubjeft to Anger and 
violent Paſſions. 

Children are apt to be peeviſh and croſs; 
Young Men to be-full of rage ; the Verſe be- 
fore the Text may be _—, Oh young man; 


pat 
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put Av4y anger from thy beart : How ſoon is 
the fire kindled, how fervently doth it blaze ? 
Young Perſons are oft angry with their beſt 
Friends, even for what they. ſhould be thank- 
ful; they are incenſed too frequeutly with- 
out-2a caulſe,. and are ſo haſty, as not to ſearch 
the reaſong, Sleighty Matters are with them 
great provocations z and moderation in their 
reſentments they diſdain : And no wonder, 
for thy Reaſon is darkened from ſeeing the 
fatal conſequences of thy Fury. Laſting En- 
mities, Quarrels, Murthers, are too. frequent- 
ly the effes of this inordinate fervour. 


Diſſwa- Young Man ! is this a thing allow- 
beg: able ? Conſider with thy ſelf, anger 
"8 is 2 ſhort madneſs. Thou loſelt the 
management of thy own Soul ; whence our 
Lord Commands, i patience poſſeſs your Soul, 
Luke 21. 19. An overheated Spirit is void of 
Pradence, and ſure to procure bitterneſs to 
its ſelf, God faith, be chat is ſoon angry dealeth 
fooliſhly ; and truly, he that is very angry 
is next to mad ; he looks, he ſpeaks, he acts 
too near a_Lunatick., A Paflionate Man is at 
the mercy of any deligning Foe; and by in- 
dulging his Anger becomes his own Tormen- 
tor : How uneaſie to his Family, how dange- 
rous to himſelf; how unfit for Counſel, how 
troubleſome to his Friends, how enſnarin 
and infefting to Society, is a Paſſionate Man 
May not I hope, you young Ones will be on 
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of love with Anger; it unmans you; though i* 
ſeems brave : It makes you contemptible with 


, the wiſe; 1 Tim. 6. 11. but above all, argue 


with your ſelves; This my God forbids me; 
Ler all bitterneſs, wrath 'and anger be put away; 
Eph. 4+ 31. This will unfit me for the viſits of 
the Spirit, who loves a calm Temper, s 7m. 
2.8, and therefore appoints meckneſs, Jam: 1. - 
21. as a qualification for communion with 
him in his Ordinances. How lovely is pati- 
ence, irs the'height of fortitade? Yea, God 
ſaith, He that rules his Spirit, is better than be 
that takes a City : and he that is ſlow to' anger, 
than the mighty, Prov. 16. 32. In a word, a 
meek_ and quiet Spirit is. an Ornament, and 
deſcribes one ſeq Mat. 5.5. How: ami- 
able is 2 patient Child ! he is more beloved 
by all than a froward one! How excellent is 
that Young Man, who is Maſter of his paſſi- 
on ! He is armed againſt ſudden  affaults ; he 
is fit for great ſervices and ſufferings ; he 
is fic to uſe the knowledge he hath atrainzd in 
the moſt dangerous paſſages of his Lite. 

Queſt, What ſhall a Young Perſon,do'to be 
healed of Anger, and unruly paſſions ? 

Anſw. 1. In general, get the Grace of pat 
ence, and delighrfully accuſtofrie thy ſeli to 
the exerciſe of it as thy Glory, ant no way 
a Reproach : Bat more particularly, 

2, Get thy Heart filled - with Love to God 
and Man: ' Love to God will encline thee to 
imicate bin, who! is long-fuffering, flow to 

D 2 _ anger; 
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anger, full of Love, and good 'to'all, Duke 
16. 35- Love to Man will encline thee to in- 
terpret all to the: beſt, afraid to hart him, 
willing to benefit and forgive him; and not 
prone to thoſe diſlikes, which 'are unſuitable 
to thy fellow Creature ; eſpecially if the 
Image of Co enſtamped on him, as you 
% I fog I 3: 45, 

Often pre Nt to thy Soul the Example 
of thy Saviour,” and ſtrive to imitate him : he 
was:humble, meek, lowly, and patient under 
the greateſt provocations. He calls thee to 
learn of bim, - Mat. 11,29. Ifthou haſt” any 
part in him, he hath formed-thy Soul to ſome 
degree of imitation; and.to endeayonr after 
more, 1 Foh.,'4. 17. 

4- Reckon on provocations, and be {till 


armed againſt them. - Thy 'own Carriage is - | « 


not-ſo inoffenſive, nor are thy ' Acquaintance 


ſo innocent, but that thou oughteſk ro expe” \ 


ſome Trials : z to-expect them, and be un- 
guarded, is Folly; neither is it poſlible to pre- 
vent anger when wholly u 7 2 ren There- 
fore-awe thy Soul againſt 
ſtome thy Mind to Ch Conſiderations as are 
fir to-reſtrain thy Spirit. 
. _ 5. Be humbly convinced how mean, ſinful, 
and il-deſerving a Creature thon art. Conten- 
tion is from Pride, Prov. 13. 10. and he is 
fondly conceited of himſelf, who thinks he 
ovght to bear nothing z whereas a due ſence of 


thy own nothingnels, and offenſiveneſs to ”—_ 
wi 


allion, and accu- | 
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will make thee fit to endure much ; eſpecially 
conſidering, thy provocations from Men-may 
be the humbling rebukes of thy God, who 
mult forgive thee great things, if he caſt thee 
not into Hell it ſelf : yet whoſe: Decree it-is, 
if you do not forgive, neither will he forgive your 


rreſpaſſes, Mar. 11:26, 


6. Allow not thy froward 'Spirit a. liber- 
ty, even where thou- haſt: moſt power and 
freedom. He that -is not pettiſh at home, 
will nat be paſſionate abroad ; whereas anger 


- indulged among Servants, and in- trifles,” will 


I 


| _ expdſe thee £0 its power, when -more' dange- 


rous and indecent. 

7. When thouzfeeleſt: Anger: begin to kin- 
dle, forbear to door fay any thing, till thou 
.haſt -well conſidered. The .cauſe-of thy re- 
ſentmenrs, if -juſt, will abide the thoughts of 
a Calm Temper, and the wayes of thy vindi- 


* cation-are far likelier to be due 3 whereas, if 

the Cavlſe- in tit ſelf is too -ſleighty, or th; 
+ fudden purpoſes are too ſeyere-to be appro- 
. ved, how dareſt thou take blind paſſion for 
1; thy Guide ? Thou muſt believe, that: rhe arſe 


cretion of a'man deferreth his anger, Pro; 19. 11. 
5- Yourg People are ſubject to Idleneſs/and 


waſte of time. - It's: a while" before you are 


fit-ro learn, or do-any. thing;; 'but when you 
are capable, -/how commonly- are you remiſs 
and ſloathful ? Were:you-lefr-to your ſelves, 
what would you do: beſides :eating, drinking, 
ſleeping, and playing? Thou art put to learn, 

D 3 and 


and than art-idle at thy Book, not learning 
in a week what thou mighteſt learn in- a day 
if diligent. Fhou art a Servant or Appren- 
tice, haying wark to do, bat art thou net a 
Walter of that time, which is thy Maſters, 
and -not thy own; and loath to do the buſt- 
neſs incumbent on thee ?. How little do moſt 
of our Youth for' this World, or for Eterri- 
ry? Sports and Idleneſs cat up that ſeaſon, 
which is the beſt opportunity . of Life, and 
the- character -of moſt-young People is to 


ſpend their time. in doing rothing,' or next to. 


nothing,  or-worſe than nathing... You are idle 


in' the Duties of Religion, and waſte that time {| 
you pretend to employ with God : You are”, 


idle in; your particular Callings, as if you had 


no buſioeſs as Inhabitants of this lower World. ' 
4 Difſwifer Oh Young People | bow: preci- 


ous is that 'time you do miſpend ! 
and how ſad an account: are you 
able* to give'of thoſe hours, that 


mi ſpending of 


_ = 
$ <5 


are not to be recalled! Will: it be comforta- ; 
ble in-this World to refleft on waſted Time ? 


Grown years will: be full of thele refleQtions ; 


I might have been a Scholar, my Knowledge + 


had been improved, I had now been fit to 


ſerve my Countrey, and 'benefit my 'ſelf and 


Family, had I been ſtudious in my Youth : I 
might have underſtood my Trade, been eacou- 
Tag d inmy Calling by others, and laid up for 
my ſubſiſtance, had I been diligent and'induſtri- 

ous 


—_ 
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ous in my Youth. But thoſe years are ſpent in 
Folly, and now I am unteachable : my Credit 
is gone, ignorance, contempt-and poverty are 
my companions; Oh fooliſh I! 

Bat, Oh thou Child! Oh thou Youth ! how 
mach more uncomfortable on- a Death-bed, 
and in Eternity, will thy idleneſs, and mi- 
fpent ſeaſons be, as they referr to thy Soul ! 
I had a teachable time, but I dye in ignorance 
of God and Chriſt, woe is me! The ſeaſons 
re..my torment now, be- 
cauſe 1 improved them-not! I hardened*miy 
Heart by negle&s in my tender years : How -. 
have I trifled when I heard Sermons! How 
have I mocked God -by my: ſleepy- Prayers! 
How have/I undone my own Soul, by a fooliſh. 
remiſlneſs in all my ſeeming Jabours for it! 


; What can I ſhew for all the years I have lived ? 
To what a caſe) have my Sports, my Idleneſs 
and Vanity -reduced me !: Oh that 1 could re- 


call my precious Time:! but that's-impoſlible. 
Oh that I had profitably employed thoſe mil- 
pent ſeaſons ! that's.as vaina wiſh : Oh then 
that I had never lived thoſe days which 1 did 
not live ; but ſinned away as a ſleep, or dead 
in pleaſures! 1 Tim. 5; 6. IC S4 

Dareſt thou, O young Body, for a little 
preſent indulgence to thy fleſhly floath, en- 
tertain thy ſ1 "hereafter with ſuch- Heart- 
piercing thoughts as theſe ? 

Queſt. How ſhall -a Young Perſon be heal- 
ed of Idlenefs and waſte of time ? 

| D 4 Anſw. 
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Anſw. 1. In general, abhorr floath, and re- 
deem time, Prov. 19.15. Eph. 3 IG. 

'  Sloath is a wicked unaptneſs for aCftion, and 
very unſuitable to an aCtive Soul. Time not 
redeemed is miſpent, and when it is not ap- 
plyed to it's proper work, it paſſeth away to 
no advantage. er IG 


- "2. Enquire what is*thy preſent work, and | 


be aſſured that what thou art about, is what 
God would have thee do, Col.3 .23- hag 
Every hour hath it's buſineſs ; if what thou 
art about be not that buſineſs, meddle not 
with it, bnr find out what it is thou ought- 


_eſt to be employed in at thar time ; Convicti- 


on of duty is a ſpur to diligence. 
** 3. Still remember, that God who 1s thy 


Owner hath given thee thy Abilities, and that 


time to dothy preſent work. God calls thee 
2s by Name, Uſe my Talents to this, which I 


"have made rhy preſent work ; in this thoy 


improveſt the ſtock I lent thee, in this I will 
bleſs thee, and* protedt thee as one pleaſing to 
me ; for this thou ſhalt not fail of a Reward, 
Eph.6.5,6,7. es Ss 
"4+ Excite thy ſelf to do what thou art about 
WWaWwmwdMsTT er | 

Engage thyſtrength,call up the powers of thy 
Soul to aAtivity, for the ſoathful 15 brother ro the 
waſter, Prov.r8.9. Idlcneſs is a degree of omiſſion 
in the affairs both of Soul and Body, for thers 


, is much undone that might have been done. 
'"5. To this end conſider, God, will call thee 


to 
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to a ſtri&t account, how thy work hath been 
rformed in that time which God affords thee. 
Tell thy ſelf, there's a time of reckoning 
for this that I am now a doing, or a negle- 
ing. The ſloathful Servant is in Gods eſteem 
a wicked Servant, Mat. 25.26 : and he-that 
hid his Talent muſt periſh, as well as he that 


' miſpends it. The more good that might have 


been done in ſuch aday, will be obſerved, as 
well as what little hath been done in that day. 
Oh never forget, that: vacant hours, and loy- 
tred moments are recorded with him, who 
will not inſpect dreamingly, what thy flothful 


\ Spirit makes no account of. 


. 6. Remember that all thy works prepara- 
tory for Heayen, need an-intenſe Spirit, and 


_ are confined to a ſhort ſeaſon: 


[t's proper Advice, What thy hand figdeth to do, 
do it with thy might ;, for there 3s n0 working in the 
Grave, whither thou art going. Time Is poiting, 
and we had need redeem it, becauſe our buſineſs 
is difficult, and the conſequences great. There 
are great things to be acquired and done before 
we are meet for Glory. There be great oppoli- 
tions in onr Nature, and from our Tempers, to 
every degree of that meetneſs. A vile Heart is 
not eaſily renewed,darling fins are not ſoon nor 
eaſily mortified; the neceſſary Faith, Knowledge, 
Love, Strength, and Joy are hardly come by ; 
and the expected ſervices in our generation 
are ſlowly proceeded in. Haſte and eagerneſs 
are abſolutely needful to ſuch things. He that 


idleth 
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adleth can hope for little, and trifling in ſuck 
matters-is little better than downright negledts, 


eſpecially when giving diligence, 2 Pet. 1. 10. is 
as much a Duty, as doing any thing. . He 'is 


not upright in the matters of Religion, whoſe |. 


deep concern doth not make him induſtrions, 
becauſe his Judgmeng never determined - for. 
theſe things” as, ;the: greateſt ; nor hath his 
Will reſolved the purſuic of them above all” 
others, whoſe: idleneſs 'declareth his indiffe.". 
rency. Therefore, oft tell thy remiſs Soul,” 

This day is paſt, £ chat week is over, and torts, 


I do? How little work js done in paſt years 
Dare | loyter ſtill, and be ſurprized whiles/ 
my workgare fo imperfett ? or can I reckon 


TE yes, if 
Sri than I have been in thoſe. To thee is. 


ly-time will be at an end, and ſhall I idle «5. f 


that: direfted, Nor - ſlorbfull in buſi meſs, feromm, | 


21 Spirit, ſerving the Lord, Rom. 1 2£ 
ſalve to obey it. 


- Be able -to give 2 good account to thei $ Z 


Cobſcience of the-time that's laid out in lirepsF 
and -Recreations. 

' _ Theſe are the common waſters of Time, by. 
a diſregard to their juſt bounds. Many do al- 
moſtdivide their hours betwegn Sleep, and re-. 
creating Sports, Viſits, and Talk ; which three 
fall nnder this Head of Rectvraen, It's an- 
awful Conſideration, that what are oppoins 
only to fit Men: for” buſineſs, ſhoulc 


greater 7 mp ements jn the ſame number? ] 
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with many their only buſineſs: as if they had 
little elſe to employ themſelves about. Bur 
know thon, Young Man, that he'who ſleeps 
-| longer than Health requireth, is a Sluggard, 
ſe | Prov. 6. 9. And he that lays out more hours 
s, | indiveritons than prepares him far the better 

4 diſcharge af -Duty, is a 'miſpender” of Time. 
is | Thy Reaſon ſhould tell thee, God would ne- 
- | yer have given me a'Soul endowed with ſuch 
\] Abilities for ſervice, he” had never: placed me 
in a World fall” of opportanities and calls to 
Employment : He had never ſo {triftly char- 
ged me to bediligent/and uſeful; if Iam able 
| with Comfort toplead- my Sleep, and Pleaſtves 
| asthe greateſt part of myExerciſe whilles I lived. 
n | Attend to: theſe Rules with Care, and fromt- 
r-} this moment Grd up the lows ' of thy mind, as 

'} one determined to run thy Chriſtian Race:with 
is: intenſeneſs and haſte, 'r Per; 1. 13. KH =; 
F | 6: Young People are ſubjetto Levity, and 
"y aegins e Mirth. | 
+ Fhis is a common diftemper ; your talk is 
4, 7 hag and unſavoury. How. far from grave 
*1] are you in your Carriage, or Dreſs! Vain 
'F Books thou loveſt to read, idle Tales thou lik- 
y | eſt to hear, fooliſh Sights thou art beſt plea- 
I- | fed with, ' fooliſh Songs thon ny learn- 
z-. | eſt: what airy Capceits is thy Imagination fil- 
led with ! FTheſe thou indulgeſt till they be: 
n- | come the Guides of thy praCftice; and-chick 
d ObjeCt of thy thoughts and Diſcourſe : To ſay 
ie 
, 


nothing of thy Inſtability, exceſſive Laughter, 
b- | vain Jeſtings, Merriments. ' &c. Oh 
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 Diſſwafrve Oh young, ones ! is thisa Temper 


* cog hour” to be allowed ? it is condemned þy 
all prydence, it's contrary to- all that 


:js ſerious, and qbſtrus all improvement in} 


wiſdom. How odious is the character of;1 
vain Fellow ! 2 Sam. 6. 20. How do. God and 
Angels deſpiſe thee ! How-do the Good- and 
Wiſe compaſſionate . thee ! . Yea, canſt thoy 


refuſe to be angry. with thy ſelf ? Reaſana] 


lictle. with thy Qwn Soul ; Haye I not better 
'things to think of, than theſe fſilly- matters, | 
which tend to no gaod for Soul or Body? Do 


not theſe antique geſtures make me ridiculougt} 


What hurt to others, what a wound to my 
ſelf comes by this ' frothy talk 1 Is not my 
mind grolly yain, that I can reliſk ſach fools. 
ries ? Can itever be betrered, whiles I employ 
my ſelf in nothing burt-what is tooliſh ? Doſt] 
nat thou figd, thar this lightneſs is even riſen; 
to prophaneneſs ? Thou canſt ridieule. the” 
Scriptures, ſport with the Divineſt Subjedts, 


and turn the moſt ſerious matters into Fuel ro} 


thy childiſh Conceits : Poor Wretch! 


will- force thee to be ferinys by the Torments 


hee?l ſhortly inflict : Thou wilt be convinced, 
that thy Atheiſtick thoughts have nor put God 
ont of his Throne, though they caſt thee out 
of his Favour : Thy ridiculing of Religion hath 
not made it leſs real, or neceſlary ; though it 
hath excluded thee from all the bleſſings of it. 
Thy. making & mock, of ſin, Prov. 14. 9. hath. 

| not 
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hot 4 jot leſſened its evil, but expoſed thee more 
tothe © Vengeaance due: to it. Thy jocular 
teniper ſhall not delay the awful recompenſe 


hat of that Contempt wherewith thou haſt treat- 
of - ed the graveſt Matrers : What 'is more fit to 


make a ſerious Heart bleed, than to ſee thee 
jeſt and fool thy ſelf into eternal Flames ? how 
ſurprizing will tfoſe Torments be to a poor, 
Creature, that always diſdained a Aber 
thought, Zak, 12. 46. 

©. How ſhall a young Perſon be healed of 


| this Levity and inordinate Mirth ? 


Anſ. Th general, follow after Sobriety and 


4 Diſcretion, 1 Per. 4. 7. 


 The' want of theſe is evident in thy frothy 
Behaviour, and a total want of them is unbe- 
coming thee in the early exerciſe of thy Rea- 
ſj] fon, much more in imptoved Age. The gra- 
4 vity of an old Man cannot be expected in a 
4 Child, but a degree of it. is neceſſary to the 
me; youngeſt, thar is capable of acting by the no- 
1 tices of a diſcerning mind. W hat is thy Rea- 


£0} fon for, but to dilcern what is meet, dire& 


1 thee to what is fit, and govern thee in thy 
| Carriage according to the Rules of thy Con- 
dition ? Diſcretion will tel! thee, a godly Book 
is more” profitable than a Play-Book ; the Soul 
deſerveth more Care than a periſhing Body 
that will ſhortly be Meat for Worms ; that 
filly Tales edific not as wiſe Diſcourſes. Sor 
briety will dire thee to endeavour a demea- 
nour becoming a Man rather than an Ape - 
WI 


will check thee i in Thais Jeſts which diſcovers 
thy Vanity, as well as expoſe a Chriſtian 
Name; it will urge. thee to refrain matter of 
furare forrow, for the fake of that 6ontem 


ble pleafure which tou takeſt in. indulging 's] 
light Fancy, whiles more important things 


arenot regarded. 


To this end; 


. I. 


r. Oft repreſent to: thy ſelf thy Condition} 


in this life. 

' Sure it muſt eonduce to ſeriouſneſs; when 
thy. mind is accaſtonied to ſuch thoughts, a 
thy. preſent State ſuggeſt. Oh young Man! 

of art born a. Child of Wrath, Eph. 2. 3- thy 
Nature is vicious; the condemnin Sentence 
was pais'd on thee by the Law of Innocen y; 
Rom. 5. 13. Death is juſtly. fearful; thou artin 
a ſtate of. Trial; and on thy good Behaviout 
for an endleſs Joy or Miſery. Thou baſt con- 
tracted much guilt by thy aCual Enormitie) 
and Omiſfions : Satan, the World, and thy own 


thy reconciliation with God; by keeping thi 
in a.ſtate of Infidelity, Inipenitency; and 
obedience to-the Goſpel. Thy Exerciſes avs 
Chriſtian re difficult, if thou art ſaved;'it 
muſt be /carcely, .1 Pet. 4- 18. and many endex 
yours for Salyation do prove ineffe&tual, b& 
cauſe a perſeverance in ſo many things are 


elſeatial to determine thy State. Alas ! of 
thany called how few are choſen ! mulciewey 


ants, are aCtiveto fix the Curſe; and prove | 


_— 


as 


ad. 
-—IF 


a2, 


whl Pains to divert. my own mind or anethers ro 
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of Profeſſors miſcarry, ſeemingly ſtrong hopes 
are oft deluſive : The Heart is above all things dee 
ceirful, and fo deſperately wicked, that it may well 
be asked, who can know it ? Jer. 17..9. Theſe and 
the like things may call thee to-mind thy ſelf, 
and lay that froth which argueth ſmall ſenſe 
of thy bleeding Wounds, ſlipperyPaths, dif- 
advantages and dangers attending/ thy Caſe in 
this Life, as it leadeth to Eternity. 

2.: Deliberately propoſe a becoming End in 


all thy Words and: Aﬀtions, and: let them be 


conducive to that end. To ſpeak or 2& thou 
knoweſt not why,- is a reproach to thy Pru- 
dence; 3nd ſo it is to ſpeak or do#thingsro 


| anend. which they are not fac to ſerve :: Nei- 


ther is it becoming a ſerious Perſon, ta intend 
that-which will put him tothe bluſh, whiles he 
deliberates of- it. I can hardly think thou da- 
reſt ſay to thy ſelf in thy Cloſet, Ple ſpend ſor 
many hours to day in ſhewing my own Folly, or 

atifying anothers Madneſs; I'll lay out my 


all thar is ſerious, to make my- Heart vainey 


he | than-ir is,, to furniſh my ſelfwith thoſe falſe 


Notions of things, which I muſt with trouble 
unlearn before I be wiſe z and to ſtrengthen that: 
levity, to which Iam already.roo prone. Canſt 
thou: reſolve, I will ſpend this week in trims 
ming.a poor Carkaſs, and negle& my: Soul; 
let this ſhift for it ſelf as to any care of mine, 
wleſfs-it be to add to its hurt by the ſnates 
which my vain converſation-ſhall expoxe it to.” 

But 


* 


5 


But if thy deſign be what's - edifying, 'thoi 
canſt not -1magin a courſe of Foolery will ever 


2 


accompliſh that defign. Yea, this very _ [8 


on warrantable Purpoſes, will gradually d 
poſe thee to ſeriouſneſs. 


3. Remeniber thou art ſtill under the obſer-. ] | 
vation of ſuch, as ſhould awe thee to Sobriety; þ 


and niake thee aſhamed and afraid of a. frothy 
behaviour. 


Thou wouldſt be aſhamed, that a wiſe Friend | 
were acquainted with all thy light Fancies and | 
talk but one day. -Oh ! forget not that» God |} 
trieth the reins, and kzows all thy thoughts, Iſai | 


66. 13. Poor Youth ! is not the Eye of thy 


God and Judge more' than all: the World? | 


Holy Angels are not always ſtrangers to thy” 


Carriage, and Diſcourſes ; and mayſt not thou | 
bluſh at their Remarks? Devils do ofc- im-j 


As ret 


ht. Mn. 
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preſs thy Fancy, and put thoſe things into thee; | 
which thou thinkeft and talkeſt of; theſe Ene- |_ 
mies of thine do gladly behold thee unmanning F 
thy ſelf, wounding thy Soul, and corrupting þ 
others with thy fooliſh Speeches arid AQions. | 
Thy ſilly Companions obſerve thee,and receive | 
the Contagion to which their own Inclinations | - 
make them apt: And 1s it nothing with thee; | 

that thou Converſeſt with People ready to be | 
diverted from ſeriouſneſs, and forward to be | 


vain by thy Example? Alas! thoa becomeſt 
acceſſory to all the evil they ſhall propaga 
and wilt be condemned in their thoughts, it 


God give them Repentance, or curfed by theat | | 
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in Hell if Nor tre impenitent. Thy ungrave 
Deportment ſometimes is ſeen by ſuch as are 
eviſe and good, thoſe deſpiſe thee, *and pity 
thy Madneſs, when thou pleaſeſt thy-ſelf as be- 
ing alry. and witty. 46 Þ 
4 Be ffot an unconcerned: Stranger. to the 
State of the: World; where enot gh dally 0 QC- 
 currs t0/make theeſerious. 

Canſt thou be light and atopy vain.in a 
»World''fo full of Sin-and* ery 7 ow n 
*diſmal-Objects doſt thou 


| - Cruelty in one Man'to inachiq? how wo wie | 


-Chorch-oppreſſed ! "what Judgments and+Ca- 
-lamitiesare thy Neighbours under !- what i 

d of thy Nativity expoſed- to! 
he Earth lies in-Ignorance, Idolatry, 
an fubj >ro'the Devil's Empire, 1 Fob. 5: 19. 
how many-Souls are bemoaning t their own oy 


,andready to deſpovd under Doubts 'and Fears ! 


A 


groaneth*ander 


"5: Awe thy Sout with arts 5 off a 
RA things, ſo as not to Yare to'entertain a 
light thbonght concerning them)" much leſs. to 


-Every Scripture truth-is a beam of Divide 
Light, it's revealed.by theseternal 'Spirit to 
Mankind, for ro dire&ttheir Faith and PraQti, 
2 Tim. 3: 16. and dare a poor Worm that ſhall . 
bejadged thereby _— Heaven by kali 


5© C GRIFLLL. Db 
its Diſcoveries ? Young Man !, they cannot þ 
matter of Jeſt, which” the-holy and wiſe Ge 


is intent. on, and the Hearts of .all devour Per- . ; 


ſons are deeply exerciſed with, . Are ſuch» } 
things to be iported with by Mah, whicW the "| 
very Devils tremble at ? Canft thouchiſe but : 
te ſeriobſly affeted with the Matters of Re- 


ligion; if thou helieve, theſe are the things the 
Incarnation, Sofferinigs, Death and Teſtimony 
of che, Son of, Sir. its Theſe..are the; 


hings "which |  NIEEG les bave” -attelted. : . <2 * 0 
e are the thing v0 the various Sprays at 3 
Bet, the Hol & Cj 6 : on. Souls deſign,an "ge 2 


Miniffry of Angels ſubſerve: Theſe aretheth 
Theſe. are the things a Goſpel-Miniſtry.is 


bliſhed forz and about which all pion ; Mini. I 


ſters are fo intent and; importunate : Theſe are-; 


the things which moſt affect, and/govern. all. 1 = 

Dominion of their, 1x 
hop es: Theſe are the | 
thing | iſregarded. expoſe. '. 
fankind to.all bruitiſh Villanies in this World, } 


ſach who' are freed from the 
Luſts, and can dye wit 
which if total 


and endleſs Tortures in another ? 


obſerve the danger of exceſſive Mirth. 


There's thar Tevity. in thy. temper which.in-1 ] 
ferrs danger by vain Perſons ; and thou art ine - 
confiderate if the latter gps not force thee to : 

d, and of Mirth, what. 


ſay of. Laughter # 3s.m | 
aorhir ?. Far 2.2, ' Tea, 


[;- rrow it better than 


Langbrer, fer . 2 'the os of the Connenc, 


py 


hings - | 
which the Doiti 15.10 induſtrious. £0 oppolez4 | P 
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the Heart is made better, ' Eccl. 7. 3. 
7. Acquaint thy ſelf with thoſe purer and 
_.bigher Joys which a ſerious Temper lead to: 
Thexe be delights of a higher Nature than 
what thon purtueſt; they would ſoon render 
theſe unſuicuble to thy taſte, as well as con- 
temptible to thy 2 wp No_ holy. young 
| Man would exchange the feai? of his heavenly 
1. Father, for thy Swiniſh husks z, Luke 15.16,23: 
- there's-no preſent prncty .nor following 
-4 bitterneſs in Spiritaal' Delights: The ſence of 
3 Gods:Love, Peace of Conſcience, the lively 
7 , hopes of Glory, the fatisfattion of well-doing, 
4 the ſerenity of a compoſed Soul, the eaſe of a 
4 reCtified Nature, as far as the. Faculties are de- 
4 livered- from Sin, and healed [by Grace, do 
7} conſtitute'2 delight; To real, and refined, asf 
-4 thou once talte, will make thee refleCt on thy 
4 paſt Joys with ſhame and diſdain. See Pal: 


F 


- 7. Young People; are ptone to lye-: This 
»- | Sin appeareth in Childhood, and then ſuch's 
1 habit is contradted, as they hardly-are deliver- 
*7F U from. It's now troe of many, They go aſtray 
i. #45 ſoon as they be born, ſpeaking lies, Pl58:3. You 
£14 lye to your. Parents, to excuſe your Faults ; 
=] You Tye to. God; in breaking your Baptiſmal 
0” | Vow. . You lye ts your Equals. for. pleaſure, 
#..'] or gain: You ſpeak fallly, -to revenge your 
”. | ſelves. oh ſuch - as you. are .angry.,with. - Oh 
<1} low oftdo you ſpeak othermile than you aunks 
2 an 


Ma. 


and contrary to what ' you know, deceiving; 
' them to whom you ſpeak ! "1 


A Diſws- — Conſider thou Child, lay to Hearth 
five from Q young Man, that Lying is a hor- 1 
17s: rid Sin: Herein thou imitateſt the? 
Devil, who is the Farber of 4 Lye, and the firſt 
'Liar, Jobn 8. 44-. Thou art contrary to God, 
' whois. a God of Truth; to him hing Lips ae} 
an abomination, Prov. 12.22. He is ſo incet-J} 
ſed by this Sin, 'that _ he allots every Liar. js | 
' Portion among, the worlt of Sinners, Rev. 22. 159 
Oh Child ! wouldſt thou get to Heaven? thenF 
thou-muſt; not lye.: Art thow afraid of burnq. 
ing in Hell for ever ? then fear a Lye : Wouldity 
thou be. a Child of God ? He tells thee, his}. 
Children «re fuch «s wif not lye, Iſa, 63.8. Its! 
the Charge of God'to thee.z Put away lying, 
and ſpeak. che truth, 'Eph. 4. 25. Darelt thou ſay 
I will not regard what the Lord faith to mer} 
uniſh thee for a lie, worſe than] 
Maſter can puniſh thee for any}. 


Alas! he will 
thy: Father or 
Young/Men, allow not your ſelyes in this} - 
TIniquity 3 Jet no Maſter force you to lye if } 
your Trade, much leſs do you uſe it in your } 
Diſcourſe ;/ it's 2 mean thing, it's deſtructive 
to Humane Society, and the bane of Conver- | 
fatiov. What is a greater :Reproach than to ' 
be a Liar”? What is eſteemed 'a worſe Af-. 
front, thin toſay thou lyeſt ? Great. are the 


- -- 


miſchiefs to'Mens Kepute, Eſtates, Peace, by 
| £ | 2 
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# falſe Tongue; and in vain be all pretences 
to Religion, if the Tongue be not bridled, as to 


| od —- ,this fault, Fam. 1: 26. How hateful is it to 
4 debaſe ſo. noble a thing as Speech, in delu- 


w, Aeat Brother in thy Communication with 
im ! 
Oueſt, "How ſhall a Young Man avoid Lying? 
Fnſw. t. Love Truth, and deſpiſe what 
'would allure thee to quit it in thy Speech. It's 
the Character of him that ſhall inhabit- Gad's 


bf Temple, He ſpeaketb'the Truth in bis beart, Pfal. 


4 an honeſt Man, an Heroick 


+ . 15- 2: To ſpeak the Truth 5” a plain Man, 

in honeſt Mz roick Man, and general- 
1y\2 Godly:Man. Therefore, like it in thy 
elf, as thou.muſt do in another : In order to 


*1 this, get tid of flaviſh fear, which induceth 


#4 whence all Lyes for oſtentation proceed ; tram- 
ec far gain: Abborr a pres! enyious Spirit, 


iltprevent thoſeHies that are framed 
nge of thy Neighbour” _ 
and thoughtful of what the 


ON 


54 op 


on thy Seach is fo needful, that thou ſhouldſt | 
pray, Set 4 watch, O Lord! before my mouth, I 
keep rhe door of my lips, Pat. 141.3. 
3. Let the lies thou haſt uttered at any time 
be ro thee matter of deep humbling. . Re- 
penting ſorrow for what's paſt, will be a 
ſtrong} caution againſt the fame fault ; thy - 
grief for it will make thee earneſtly pray with | 
David, (whoſe fault this was) - Remove from 
 2e the w of lying, Plal. Fro. 29. They ſlcight- 1 
ly confeſs a lye'y ho can | erfiſt in it. | 1 
4 Take heed of Equivocation, which is or- | 


divarily downright Lying, What is blamed .] . 
in Jeſvites is too nſual' among Proteſtants-4 |]. 


as-if a poor Artifice would compenſate truth. 
To conceal thy meaning where thon.doſt not. 
awe a diſcovery of it, is warrantable ; but. 
to impoſe deluſion under pretence of UI | 
is intollerable, eſpecially where Rules of Ju- y 
ſtice are violated, How fad is it ! to obſerye” } 
the liberty ſome take deceiving, their Friends } 
ith ambiguous words, which they hope will - 
'Interpreted. contrary to what they, know 
to be. true. : 
5; Do not be encouraged by Reports, to. 
publiſh what thon haſt.'not juſt reaſon; to. be-. 
lieve: What falſe ſlanders do ſome vtrer-on 
_ Incredible evidence ! Report, ſay they, - and we. 
"report #t, Jer. 20. 10. as. not daring to 1n- 
vent'the lye, yet not ſcrupling to-repeat what. 
they more'than ſuſpect to be falſe : Bug learn; 
thos, never to fay any thing of thy Enemy: 
upon 
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uponaworſe teſtimony than thou wouldſt be” 
| lieve' it of thy Friend: 

6. You. that are ſubje&t ta correCtian, be 
watchful and- innocent 16 your. Carriage, that 
you may not need to lye. Do nothing that tho 1 
ncedeſt be afraid to' own. _ This will preveur 
falſhood'; and thy fear; of being put to 1ye, 
ma guard thee agaln(t many irregularities. 

' Here I would adyife Parents and Maſters to 
encourage truth, by.ab: ting Jomewhat of ſe- 
verities for Faults, Thar are Plainly.confelſed. 
And I-wiſh, Buyers by. their backwardnePs to 

give a juſt price, wogld, not tempr.che Sel- 


| lers to lye, 10 bargaiuings for their r goods 


.” Young People ar MEQo, fleſbly 'Luſts, 
ef; pecially' TedneG, "Fhis 4, CONCErns 
Perlors halt. Childhood, and there fore [direct 
it fo Young Mev.. Yaware not 1gnoraytihat 
your Appetites are unruly, and. your Inclina- 
tions too laſcivious:  lnfaring; you.are prone 
to Gluttony:: Exceſſive drinking. is toa. com- 
mon. a fault ; there be many Drunkards ſhe 
of” twenty. years old. : and Yolyptuoul nels 
ſeems the Idol.whom our Striplings wor ſhip 
above the living God. 

Qacleanneſs is_thy raging Diſcaſe : ' What 
immodeſt Dalliance, what filthy Thoughts, 
what obſcene Speeches, *what. wanton Looks, 
nel ollntion z yea, 'a&tval Fornication, doth 

nicience charge ſome. of you-with ! Haw few 
oo fs their Veſſels in hanour, 1 Theſ.4- 4+ 0r arrive. 
at Manhood without a forfeiture 33 Chaftity | ! 
B 4 Thou 


<Q 4. : ; ' 
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A Diſſmsfve Thou that art apt to. Dfunken. | 
neſs, or Gluttony, oughteſt to: 
| conſider, what theſe Yicesare, and _ 
| how vile thou rendreſt thy ſelf, by indulging 
thy ſelf therein: Sure: thou forgetteſt [thou 
art an imbodied Soul, whiles thon art led by | 
thy brutiſh Luſts, The Name of Chriſtian ill - 
becomes thee, Whoſe God is thy Belly, Phil. 
3-19. Whereis thy Reaſon, that thy Appe | 
rite, ſhoold thas:role thee ? What is thy Gon- | 
ſcience, that fails to terrific thee out of. ſins, | 
ſo undoubted, and dangerous. Shall God par ' 
thee off with a portion that becomes a Beaſt, * 


with faring ſumpt every. day, and receiving 
h a>. s in this life O09, ONP Shs 
© Oh Drunkard! how odious art thou to all } 
that. behold thee ! how ſubject to do and. ſuf- 
fer the'worlt of Miſchicfs! Thy Enemies have } 
an advantage to beffay thee ; Satan may: ea» 
fly perſwade thee: to. the greateſt. of. Sins, | 
yhen thy Soul is.in no caſe to ſee the Tempta- } 
tion,. or the conſequences of it. What ſecret 
art thou able to keep ? what buſineſs art thou | 
fit to do ? how do. reproach and penury wait | 
thy" perſiſting in this Courſe ? But above w 1 
doſt thou lay to Heart, that God is incenſe 
againſt thee? He left it a'rule to 7/rael, that | 
Young Man ſhould ſtoned, againſt whom his. 
Parents witneſſed, rhat he was a Glurton and 4 
- Draickard, Deut. 21. 20. It is the ſanCtion * 
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Childhood and Pouth, 57 
der the Goſpel, that Drunkards ſpall not inhe- 
rit the Kingdom of Heaven, 1 Cor. 6. 11. Isthy 
pleaſure aca the pains, thou 'muſt endure, 
or the loſs thou ſhalt uſtain ? 


- Oh Uunclean Perſon ! how diſmal is thy caſe ! 
This -Luft blindeth- thy Judgment, and ſear- 
eth; thy-Conſcience, ſo that Miſery becomes 
unavoidable by a ſtupidnels in Sin':, How da- 


_*reſt.. thou worſhip' a holy God, whiles thou 
walloweſt in thy Itation ? Doth not thy fil- 


thineſs make a terrour to-thee in every 
Duty, 2s well 2s defile the Duty by the wan- 
= Imagination? The Holy Spi- 
rit -is- quenched by. luſtful motions, and cay- 
not dwell in a ee ſo unclean, 1 Cor. 6-19. 

Thou profeſſeſt to belong to Chriſt's Body ; 

hear the Apoſtles expoſtulation, Shall 1take the, 
Members of FGlrift. and make them the Members of 
# Harlor ? God forbid : 4;Cvr. 6. 1 iy How of, 
O'Yonn bg Man, hath the"Spirit of God xepro- 
ved thee ?. How oft hath Conſcience biceaty 
warned thee ? and dareſt thou walte thy Body, 
debauch thy Mind, 'ruine thy "Eſtate, deface 
all hopefull impreſſions on thy Soul, renounce 


| | a Chriſt for a baſe Luſt, defie God to avenge 


the Afﬀronts, and:for ever..undo thy ſelf, and 
them whoin thay allareſf ro partake in. thy 
Laſciviouſneſs ? Then admit that as a holy re- 
ſolve, Ler «s walk honeſtly as in the day, not in 
rivring. and drunkenneſs, not in chambering and 
Penronneſs, but put ye on the Lord Feſus, Rom. 

13» 


$6 | 4 
13.13, 14. and take heed leaft God give thee! 
up to vileaffetions, Rom. 1.26. we” 
 _ £=efh. How ſhall a Young Perſon be delive- 
red irom Gluttony and Drunkenneſs ? "TY 
Anſw.. Set thy ſelf to get the maſtery of thy! 


Appetite. Reaſon with thy Soul, and cry} 
earneſtly to God, that this may not be'thy Ru-Þ / 


ler: None wonld bea Glutton or: Drunkard, 


but that his Ks hath more power” than | 


his Reaſon ; and Conſcience is too' weak to 


reſiſt the' cravings of his Luſt : moſt young. 


People are pleaſed that the Beaſt ſhould rule. 


the Man ; they quietly yield up themſelves 


the Empire of this brutal -part ; «hey can bear} - 

$59 it ſhould” come} 
under reſtraints. But, Qh yonng Man ! thou } 
art carnal or ſpiritual;”. as thy Appetite or | 


E 
o 


no check-to it, they are 


 ſanQtified* Reaſon govern 'thee.; much. of a 
Chriſtians Warfareconſiſts in the ſtruggle be 


-tween theſe ; the ingrdinate appetite isa great | 


parr-of that” Fleſhwbich lnſterb againſt the” Spirit, | 


and is contrary to it, Gal..y.17.. Is it not. high } 


time thou ſhouldſt ſer thy ſelf to contend With. 


this Enemy, and attempr,'to bring it into ſub- } - 
jeftion ? Thisis Temperance, 'when thon canſ - 


reſtrain its. irregular motions, and deny its 
Fravings : Oh then, daily quench this fire, a0d 
preſs after that 'Sobriety, which implies a mo- 
deration of Soul to the objetts of ſenſe,” anda 
Government'of our Life by the Will of God, 
and not by ficſhly deſires. Let it then be thy 
buſineſs in every duty to weaken this TION 
7 00 
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Chtldhood and Ponth. 59 
1 and the. ſcope of thy Life to deliver thy ſelf 
* | from the power of thy Appetite. ,. 
e | 2. Make no proviſton tor the Fleſh to ful. 
4 fill its Luſts, Rom. 13. 14. It's affliftive to be- 
hold ſome Perſons contriving for their Bellies, 
1 as if carefull for nothing elle ; ir's the deſign 
v- | , of their labours, and the thing that! makes _ 
1 | Riches valuable with them, is, that/they may 
in| pamper the Fleſh, and fulfill it's delires,...But 
reſolve with thy ſelf, thon wilt-not miniſter 
to, this flame, nor live as if-catering for the 
4 Fleſh were thy principal employment 49. this 
a} World. Prepare what is meet for thy'Body. 3 
ir} its a mercy in our Pilgrimage to- have: the 
ne + conveniencies of Life ; but exceſſes are fitteſt 
mn + for them-who dare brutiſhly ſay, Let ws cat and 
or | ink, for to marrow we dieg-.1 Cor.'t 5; 32. Poor 
a | Worms! is there nothing after Death, - that 
> 1 they ſhould Jive in preparation for? yea, 18 
at | 107 Lite it ſelf as bad as Death, whiles it ferves 


RA 4 


Pay in compliance with: whom thou haſt fo 
offended. Knoweſt thou not, that the com- 
| pains 
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 p4n1ion of riotous perſons ſhameth his Father ? Proy, | 
28. 7.-It's in vain to pretend, I will not he ] 
druak, though I do aſſociate with them} 
that will perſwade me to it. How oft haſt Þ 
thou reſolved, and yet complyed ! Nay, thy þ 
delight in the Sin is plain in the choice of ſuch | 
Allociates, and thy Luſt is ſtrong enou to'} 
prevail when the Tetnptation offers, if it be F 
able thus before hand to lead thee into the o&-F. 

4. Force thy ſelf to ap abſtinence from juſt Þ- 
liberty for ſome time, when the ſtrengthof Þ 
thy. Luſt is found to abuſe what is otherwiſe | 


eg of 
; "<7 
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0 OF 
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awful.” Some Fane ole ſo exorbitant, that 
if they drink any Wine, they muſt drink to} 
excels ; if they go into a_Tavern at'all, they 4 


cannot -forbear Drunkenneſs ; if that be thy | 
caſe, do not deſpife'it_ zs below Vertue, fors | 
while todrink no . Wine at all, or wholly to | 
forbear a Tavern or Alchouſe ; it.is thy miſe- Þ 
ry, that what is-ro'ghother Man vip is to} 


4 
A 


thee a/ſnare : bur it is thy. Duty and Widow. 
to-manage thyſelf with a regard to thyweak- ] 
neis, .that-thou”mayeſt by degrees get rid of } 

: ES . "4 , 


5. "Be content by watchfulnefſs and hard } 
itruggles to oppoſe thy Luſts, till.time and J 
frequent repulſes abate theic power. | An aps | 
petite long indulged is not ſoon broughtnnder } 
the-power of the Soul ; it will be impartunate 
and uneaſie, even after it's dominion is remo: | 
ved ;-much more whiles the conteſt for W- | - 
78 perior 
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. Chtfdhood'and Pouth. +6: 
ph i: gee bf between it and Grace is undecided. 
nat oe + ierefore ſink" not, as if it were in, vain to 
as | {rive; nor let the unealineſs of the ſtruggle 
hy 4 <mpt thee®to give it over; for as yielding to 

#4 *the fleſh makes it more impetuous, ſo frequent 


% 


"LY 


24 denying it will abate the ſtrength of its moti- 
'T 'ons.. Many Drunkards after a while beconte 
2.4 . tid of all Inclinations to: be drunk ; and 'So- 
4 briety grows ſo habitual to them, 'as if exceſs 
£7F= had never been their Temper. Oh Children ! 

:  ABOW Q 3 £2 8. 
+ | ever make your Cure hard by beginning a 
+ Wicked Cuſtom: Oh young men that are en- 
+ Tnared ! grieve not to be atdue pains, nor* 


* 


May, —tiently to walt the ſtopping the Courſe Th, 

4 which thou haſt ſtrengthned by frequent com- 
$7 pliances. Thou muſt ceaſe "to be a Drunkard, 
*  orthon art miſerable for ever : And thou muſt 
£4 be atall the labour, and be willing to conti- 
> nue it till thon art reformed, or a Drupkard 

* | thou wilt on axe 4 

2. xe}. How ſhallay 
red from Uncleanneſs ? 2 
=} . The former Dirc@ions are JROper to this 
=* F Caſe; I ſhall apply ſomewhat of rhem, and add 
+ 1 fome more Rules. 

* 1. Awe thy Soul with the Purity and” Perfe-.- 
ftion of Gods Law,, as it referrs to this Sin. 
It's a great ſaare to miltake a gs oe and 
confine it below God's explication of it, or 
intention in it : yet how many Young, People 
. Mow themſelves in degrees of Uncleanneſs as 
' Wocent, ' not ſeeing, that theſe things 'are 

com- 


” 
& 
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oung Man be delive- 


62 The wanity " 
comprehended in that. Precept, 7 how ſhalt. FP 
commit Adnttery : Therefore Young Man ' exa- 
mine the Word more ſtriftly, and thon wilt” 
find that God hath provided againſt every des :; 
gree of uncleanneſs, and againſt all that leads: Y 
thereto. Are thy hidden thoughts and motions4 
free? No ; the thought of fooliſhneſs # ſin, Pro, 
24-9. And. our Lord reproves the Phariſcesa 
Hypocrites, becauſethtir hearts were full. of un 
cleanneſs, Mat. 23.297. Evil concupiſcence,- mor x ] 
dinate affettions, &c. are tobe morrified, Col! 3-4 $ og BP 
Are thy luſtfull Gazings on a Woman allow ol ; 
ed? 'No; our Sayſour expreſſely ſaith, Hetha 5 
tooketh on a Woman to luſt after her, bath commit 1. 
red adultery with her already in his heart, March. i 
35. 238. Mayeſt thog talk Obſcenely? No4* 
Neither filthineſs, nor fooliſh talkins, nor jeftingy* 
ware convenient, nor to be once named among Chit 
Frans, Eph.5. 3, 4. If the Command of God. 
reach to theſe. leſſer degrees, ſure. thou art” 
not ſo ſtupid, as not to. ſee that all grollet ot 
acts are forbidden, as more abominable.” And} 
if Marriage be. the remedy againſt —" $3 
nence, thou dareſt nor chink that God. allow} 
thee other wayes "to gratifie thy, laſt, and jt 
fruſtrate the great ends of- that O; -dinancey je ; 
andthe aptitude of hamane. Naturefor ir 2 
2. Be watchful againſt alloccaſions'of Uncleans] 
neſs. Nouriſh nor Luſt by an-ioremperate DR 
He had need be free from fleſhly Inclinations,'} 
who dare ſtrengthen the aſſaulrs of the Fleſh” 
againſt his Chaltiry. 'The Spirit of God ow” Y 
£ 21 
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thee, that-if Wine prevail, thine eyes ſhall behold 
ſtrange women, Pr.23.32,33. Be not in the reach 

of 4 Woman that will entice thee. Jofeph eſca- 
Ih the ſnare by fling from his Miſtreſs, and 
refoling to bemith her, Gen. 39. 10. Whereas 
"3 the Young:man that admitted the Speeches 
4 of the immodeſt Woman was ſoon enſhnared, 
x Prov. 7. 2t, Venture-not on thy own ſtrength 
| too far, God may juſtly leave tkee, when thon 
wall icm teſt him; and- ſtronger than thee have 
Fo. " tly rucd the power of Occaſions. Play-hou- 
4 ſs, mixt Dancings, &c. have been the ruine 
ati] of many a Youth. 
4 ©-3- Guard thy Senſes. Theſe are inlets of 
TY | evil, by them, Objets inſnare and kindle thoſe 
423 L ts -which-lay aſleep. "David's Eye betray'd 
2+ him-into Adultery. Fob is to thee a good Ex4 
"1 | awple, "Fob. 31.1. 1havemade a Covenant with 
444 ”Y Eyes. Liſten not to immodeR Songs, Sr 
rt 4 lewd Diſcourſe, which inſenſibly ſtir up thoſs 
&6] lacligations, which tend.torthe vileſt Adts. | 
nd | 4; Sfifle+the firſt workings of Luit.- Firſt 
ti=} motions are weakeſt; and ſo more ealily con- 
ms. quer'd:; the longer they are entertained, the 
{6} more violent. they. grow ; and the Soul leſs 
ei] apt to oppoſe. them. Filthy Contemplations 
4 allowed, darken the. Mind, and abate ther 
\n-/'| dread andrabhorrence. which,are a great part: 
of, 4 of thy ſecurit y. againſt ſin: Ob then cruſh the 
vl] firſt. appearance...If thou ask me, how? Il] 
efh.1 tel ther, Baviſh theſe evil thoughrsqut of thy 
+ | ind, plead - God's Command, and ſeek his 
£00 help: 5 


help ; repreſent to thy ſelf the Threats. ant. 
Puniſhments of +God againſt this Sin ; | 
der that theſe Motions unreſtrained, may end. 
in the groſleſt Aftion : and reſolve not to. 
ſpeak-a 'word, glance one look, or uſe- one. 
geſture, in compliance with that ſinful mo-. 
tion. 

5. Avoid:Idleneſs, as that which tempts the 
Devil to tempt thee. Young Man ! its a great” 
Mercy. to the World that we have buſineſs to | 
follow ;, and he that hath no Employment, | ' 
will wiſh hereafter he had never- had an Eſtate 
to_ prevent a Calling ;. therefore be ſure thou" 
haſt work, and attend it. Sin eaſily intan#] 
gleth the Idlers, who will be doing wicked- 
Iy-for want of Buſineſs :; But the Diligent 8s] 
not-at leiſure for vain thoughts, he needs not'} 
enſnaring Company”to divert him ; yea, «la: 
bour ſabſtrafts matter -from Luſts, and ret, 
ders the Body lefs: diſturbing to the 4 
Leiſure hours are the young Mans dang yd 
_ not deſirous of too many ſuch, and double 

thy Watch inthy ſpending of them for $a 
tan obſerves ag then, 'and: will ſuggeſt be) 
thoughts to thy Mind, excite fleſhly motions, 

and prepare enſnaring opportunities. XY 
6, Atrentively regard, and yield np toy] 
ſelf to the: motions of the holy 'Spirit: The 

Spirit will warn thee againſt theie Defilements, 
and dire thee to that purity of Heart -and' 
Life, as will prevent the advantages rhe? ule | 
clean Spirir finds in thy youthfull Age. AI®] : 
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»verential regard to the preſence of the Spirit, 
will call the mind from baſe Employs,/and ex- 
cite thee to what is approved by him : The 
more his Fruits abound, and expreſs them- 
ſelves in thy temper and carriage, the mote. 
effeCtually - wilt thou be cleanſed from all thy 
fleſhly pollutions. To this we are direQeg, . 
Gal. 5.16. Walk in the Spirit, and you ſhall not 
\falfill:the Luſts of the Fleſh, Yea, the aids and 
influence of this' holy one are neceſſary to a 
- ſaving abſtinence from, and. dominion over 
Luſts, as you ſee in- Rom. 8. 13. But if ye through 
the Spirit do mortifie the woes of the "HY ye 


$eoan live. 


$1 © 7, Keep thy thoughts well employed. This 
| * wa," Name thoſe vain Imaginations, which 
3-1 are the incendiaries of Luſt, and'by which, 
en- } the Judgment 1s blinded or bribed to perſwade 
id. 4. the Will ; Zer the Word dwell richly in thee, by 
be] filling thy Mind. Contemplate God in his 
able | Perfections, behold him preſent with thee 
CY when- in greateſt ſecrecy.; he, makes a third, 
a8 1 when thon and thy Paramovr” are: moſt. reti- 
m red: In this caſe he teſtifies, Fer. 29. 23: Even 

+} 1 know, and 1. amt witneſs, ſaith the Lord. Re- 
thy. | preſent to thy Soul the Torments following 
| theſe Luſts, ifgratified : Hell-fire 1s erongtt 
| to-quench theſe Iuſtful Flames ;. and who dare 
wiſh 'the pleaſure fo dearly bought ? Actend” 
o:ſach Scriptures, as,' ihoremongers and Adul- 
| 2 God will judge, &C. ma 13: 4. Oh Young 


Man! 
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Man ! canft thou think of this believingly, amd | 


caſt off Teltraints, or give a Carnal Mind 
it's ſcope ? 

9, Reſolve before thou complieſt with the 
moſt urgent Temptation, to put up a ſerious 
Prayer to God in Chriſt. Lay thy. ſelf under 
this Law, t will not conſent before:I look to 
God ; it muſt be a dreadful evil, that will 
not admit an Addrefs to Chriſt ; if it be-a In; 
I have need of ſtrength from him, who came. 
on this errand, ro put awa A ſer, ro cleanſe me. 
from Inigtity, and deſtroy the works LY ebe Devil, 
Heb. 9. 26. Eph. 5.26. x Joh. 3. by 

Prayer may deaden the Temptation when 
ſtrongeſt, it may recover thy battled powery 
for Chriſt is able to inſpire thee with that 
light and vigour, as may ſupport thee whey: 
almoſt gone. St. Pa#/thbrice prayed when grig 
ved with a thorn in the fleſh, and- the Grace 


of Chriſt proved ſufficient for him, 1 Cor. 12,8,9 | 


The Devil, the Fleſh; and an enticing Q 
are r00 Mp any WO ; that calls oo 


be ſo: oth ppl ielons, 


er. will wy 
Satan to Gine more - ſ\ubtile Peper: 


groſs a wickedneſs as robes |, Arp p+| 


pear to every one, that beholdeth Chriſt when: 
+ calling on him. © Therefore, I do.again initreat! 


thee, even when thy Luſts ſeem to haye moſF+] 
rs. that thou wilt not forget to. pt&+| 


ſent 


— ._—_ 
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ſent thy caſe to him, who is concerned for 
thy good, and able to foyl the Enemies of thy 
Soul, when 1s greateſt proſpect of ſucceſs. 
Thus I have repreſented to young: People 
ſameof the ſins, to which your Age is moſt ſub- 
ject. All are not namsd, alas! there's 'Swear- 
ing, which 1s a prophane Villany, that hath 
neither pleaſure nor profit to allore ; there's 
Theft, which is a viglation of Juſtice, and a 
diſcontent with what God hath thought fit 
to" give you ; there's Pride, ( one inſtance 
whereof I ſhall hereafter ſpeak. to) which a- 
mopg you Children-and Youth is generally-on 
very Tordid accounts ; you are proud of a lit. 
tle Beaury, which the Small Pox may - ſpoil, 
and no Body is truly the better for ; you are 
prond of your fine Cloaths, and' from Pride 
defire them ; but what trifles are theſe, none 
but Fools eſteem them, or value thee the more 


. 


| for them,” ' © 
- © Though I cannot inſiſt on theſe, yet if God 


is'pleafed to deliver thee from ſuch fins as I 


#] bave mentioned, all others will 'be reformed : 


Oh "then fot thy (elf againſt them ! let. the 


107] youngeſt be warned againſt theſe, as what 
4760} they will feel temptations to. And be all re- 
4] ſolved, faithfolly to obſerve the Directions. 
ap*:| given ; that if poſſible, you may arrive to 
en | middle Age, free from "the corruprions\of 


c b] Youth and Childhood, and nor be forced to 


out with bitter refleftions, Thou zmakeſ# me 


i the Iniquitics of : "Youth, Job 13- 16. 
F g bn W hat 
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What WE an aged Saint give, that he had 
been innocent of all theſe Crimes whiles" he 
was young ? Learn wifdomby ſuch now, whites 
Thou haſt opportunity and warnings. - | 

I now. proceea tothe ſecond head of the 
Vanity of Childhood and Youth, viz. 

2, Children. and young People are apt to 
Jive. to no valuable purpoſe, which "is Vanity. 
Thou wilti eaſily allow,': that 'ts ſpend” ones 
ſtrength and..time for?nothing, - or for whatis 
as good as nothing, is vain. Is not” hea" vain 
body, thatthinks muchz; talks much, and doth 
much, to'no purpoſe? 'Common opinion will 
grant this,” we brand Caius Caligula as vain, 
tor-bringing-a great” Army to the Sea- ſhore. 
and gathering 'Cockle-ſhels, when he pretend: 
ed a great: atrempt. -The Spirit of God juſt 
ly- accuſeth: thoſe. Perſons, "1ſa; 41:29. © Behold 
they are all vanity, their works are nothing. Solo- 
non doth frequently. mean this in his Book'df 
Eccleſraſtes, when he faith, 'This is alſo Vanty; 
chat. is, \it's to. no valuable purpoſe ; It is Hot 
worth:.the labour and concern a man' is at: 
One had as good let: it alone, and be une 
ployed, - asreap no other fruit. 

Young People .! this'is*your very Caſe: 
Moſt of ;you live, and buſic your ſelves 
Ng: 
. 1. You are apt to deſign nothing at all i 
Rus living. It's long before thou askeſt thy 


{cif, What d6 I live for ? What end ſhall! | 


purlie? are not moſt of ' thy ations perfc " 
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Childhooda 
ed, thou knoweſt not why ? Moſt of you are 
hurried by a fooliſh-Temper, allowing no de- 
liberate. delign to govern yon. A vain mind, 
or Deviliſh ſuggeſtions determine the aQtings 
of moſt Young People. ls not this a reproach 
to "thee, if thou happen to do any good, 
it's more by chance - than by thy choice ? 
It-thou- receiveſt any real advantage, it's by a 
merciful Providence, and not by thy Intenti- 
on ?:: If: God ſhould: ask thee at- the Church 
Door, . wherefore comeſt thou hither ? May 
not {ſome of you ſay, I do not know, or It 
was from a fancy 1 had to hear; or from 
cuſtom. © But how few can ſay, I had a deſign 
to get-ſame help to grapple with my youth- 
tul laſts, 1 propoſedro meer with God in his 
Word for my Souls improvement. When you 
intend: ſo little in an- Ordinance, what purpo- 
ſes-muſt goyern,you in the ordinary affairs 
of Life? - 

2: Your Youth 1s ſpent to no conſiderable 
purpoſe. May, not I tell moſt here, thy time 
paſt: is. loſt, and the time to come is like to 
be loſt : For, 

1.:Thou haſt lived in' vain as: to thy . ſelf: 
What haſt thou ' gotten by- the. ten years thou 
haſt lived, Oh Child of ten years old ? What 
haſt- thou: improved by the fifteen years thow' 
haſt lived, Oh Youth of fifteen years old ? yea 
may.not 1 as juſtly ask the Young Man of twen-" 


 ty,. What: haſt thou done ? what uſe haſt thou' 


made of thy twenty years? Maſt nor Conſci-* 
' F 3 ence 
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ence anſwer, Oh ! I had as gnod been jaſt now 
born, for any good I have gotten? | 

That I-may faſten this Convittion, 1 call 
every Soul to anſwer me ;5 what art thou nears 
er God to this day? how much is Sin mortis 
fed? what Grace haſt 'thou attained to this 
very time? Oh youth! haſt thon yet got ati 


Intereſt in Chriſt ? what Treaſure haſt: thou. 


laid up in Heaven ? If thou muſt own, I amfur- 
ther from God, and not nearer; Sin is ſtrots 

_ ger,and not weakned ; then' ſure thou wilt on 
'thou haſt lived in-yain to'thy ſelf. 


2. But yer farther, how any others athers mop | 


| lay to thee the charge of unprofitableneſs 
Thou liveſt in vain as to God : He may ſayy 
This young Body never ſerved nor praiſed mey 
] had as goo@ there had not been ſuch a Youtl 
in the World. Thou tiveſt io vain to.thy 
Friends, thy Parent'may ſay, It is an unprofs 
table Child to me, I have: yer had no comfort 


- by him. Thy Relations may cry, He never | 
gave us good Counſel or Example. Thou liv 


eſt'in vain'to thy Maſter ; he bath got little 


advantage by thy care, or "labour. Thy Minis 
fter may cry, This young body brings me lit- 


tle joy asyet: I have' ſiriven to-little purpoſe 
wit 
in vain, 1 Theſ. 3. 5. Thon haſt lived in vain 


to the Church; what increaſe or Glory hatly | 
it reaped by thee ? Thou haſt lived in vain't@ | | 
the Nation ; thou haſt not helped to make it | 


more innocent by thy Lite, more —_ 
7 


him z he ſeems as if Lhad labouwred wholly 


—— os 
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by thy induſtry, or-more ſafe by thy Prayers- 
So that now, Young man ! is it not. a true 
Charge, 'which 1 lay: to. thee ? mayeſt thou 
not _cry- out, Oh-uſeleſs 1! I have lived for 
ets at I have been an uſeleſs ſhadow, I have 
cumbered - the ground, and God may juſt- 
ly cut me off as an unfruitfall ane? Zuk. 
I 


TIDNNONN-S: 


3.7. By C 
Obj. 1 foreſee ſome Young one will be ready 
to evade - this Charge, and fay,.1 do live to 
ſame: purpoſe -that-is\yaluable; 1 gratifie my 
ſenſes, 1 live pleaſantly, I begin to look after 
the world, © c.. 

: Anſw.: Alas poor Creature ! 1s living to the 
Fleſh-valuable ? Is living - barely te this World 
valuable? Is living to-;the Devil -valoable ? 
Methinks' thy Reaſon: ſhould tell'thee, Its bet- 
ter: nat tolive at-all, than live to theſe: An 
intelligent- Spirit to live-to the Fleſh, is baſe ; 
an-immortal Soul-to live barely:to this World, 
is-madneſs : A Creature of God, redeemed by 
the Lord Jeſus, -to- live to the Devil, is ſelf- 
deſtructive, and fooliſh. What ! live to him, 
who-hath undone thee in the Fall, and 1s-{o 
ſtadions to prevent thy: recovery” by -Chriſt 2 
Live to him-who hath blinded, blemiſhed, and 
debaſed thee, as he hath-done ! Live to bim, 
who tho he hates thy God, cannot eſcape his 


\ own miſery !-Live to him, who -envieth thy 


good, defires thy woe, -oppoſeth all "that 1s 
the benefit of Mankind, and contributes: to all 


'the miſcries- and diforders which the World 
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is diſtreſſed by. Oh young//man'! canſt'thoy 
juſtifie this courſe of living ? | 
But .this will, more, appear, if upon a due | 
refiection on thy Life, thou wilt, anſwer me 
theſe Qaeſtions. | | 
1. Doth thy Life anſwer Gods 'End- and 
Purpoſe, in giving thee. a Being ? 
The wiidom of God may aſflare thee, he 
had an end becoming himſelf in thy, creation: 
he tells .thee, all things were created-by hoim,  apd 
for. bim, Col. 1.10, The. bleſſed God:had+an |} 
Eye. to -himſelf,, and a: regard to Chrilt-the || 
Redeemer, in giving thee an Exiſtence. He F 
exerted his Power .in. thy. Being, that, -thou 
mighteſt ſerve. and. honour him-; doſt thou 
aniwer this End, by livipg as thou doſt ?-haſt 
thou ever aimed at this ? doth thy. behaviour 
contribute to. this at all ?.. Thy way of, Life 
would be a Reproach to thy Maker to: have 
propoſed to himſelf in thy Creation... -- -+ 
2. Are there not greater Purpoſes, to which 
thy Nature and Abilities are ſuited ? 
_- He lives to+ an unvaluable purpoſe , that 
negleCts to live to. the. higheſt Purpoles he is 
capable of. Little: things area reproach. to 
him, that is. adapted to great things... Haye 
not. you Fachlties,. to- know, and love your 
God ? and do your. childiſh or . wicked em- 
ployments anſwer them ? Yon are capable t© 
ſerve, and glorifie the. bleſſed God, + and-is 
the gratifying thy luſts-equal to theſe ? You 
are receptive. of diving Joys, and axe- thy cate 
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hal merriments anſwerable to theſe? Oh'young 


Body! what \uſe art thon fit for to others? 


What benefit” mayeſt thon' yield to thy ſelf? 
how: canſt thou ſeem to''anſwer theſe, by a 
trifling diverſion, or a periſhing advantage ? 
Sure; thy Capacity is thy ſhame : the/ ver 

Beaſt, that liveth to-the utmolt' of his Pow- 
ers, will witneſs againſt thee, who behaveſt 
thy "ſelf fo mach below: thine. It would have 


'been thy: Mercy whoſe "Exerciſes have been 


ſo low;"that thy abilities had been Ie. 
Hence, fe: | 

23.” Wilt not thon ſhortly acknowledge with 
ſhame and grief, that "thou haſt lived ro un- 
valuable: Purpoſes ?  ] 

No Miniſters rebukes' will be ſo ſharp+ as 
thy own, when Grace renews thee, or endleſs 
Torments overtake thee. If the Spirit" ever 
enlighten thy Mind, and alter thy Will, we 
may | ask thee, What fruit had | you: | of thoſe 
things whereof you are 'now' aſhamed ? Rom: 6.21. 
With @-grieving bluſh thou wilt anſwer, 
Nothing dare boaſt of, nothing I'can' juſti- 
fie: Fam"aſhamed'of my Reward as well as 
my Labour: What-T' reaped 'by Sin is my 


- ſhame, as 'well "as fin it ſelf; it was a' 


Fools: Diverſion vwherewith I pleaſed my ſelf; 


_ it” was. my Blemiſh wherein. I gloried ; It 


was my Loſs whereby I valued my ſelf: 
What are*they' now'to me? they are Dogs 
meat ( owiCarz) to what I now taſte, Phil. ;: 
8," am: aſtoniſhed, that I could reliſh theſe 
unſa- 
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mefit from them, when my chief-Good was 
- unſecure. Young Man! it Grace do not #- 
waken thee, Hel] will ; the never-dymng Worm 
will be Convidtions of the emptineſs of what 
thou haſt purſued ; and the baſe Purpoſes thou 
haſt lived to. How will they tear thy Soul 
with ſuch Thoughts as theſe ! where's the Ples- 
fare now ! where's the Satisfaftion-'to: which 
my Endeavours -wete confined ! oh, -that 1 
= been but a- Beaſt, who have lived to de- 
BNS 


had been void of rational Powers, ſince I did 
9% go my ſelf accordingly !- Ob, thate- 
ver | had natural Abilities to love and fear; 
being 1 have not loved my God, nor ſo reve- 
red him, as to abſtain from Vanity ! -Wos 
me, thar I had a Capacity for any- Service; 
ſeeing 1 have lived ſo oſtlefly to God, tomy 
"Friends, and to my ſelf! Alas, where is the 
Fruit of my labonr ! what now dol enjoy, that 


unſavoury things, or derive the leaſt Content- | 


deſerved one /hour of my life; or anſwers the 


leaſt of my Abilities! "Theſe, theſe, oh,Child! 
will be the Effedts of-thy preſent way. 12 


; a Children and young People are apt to 
live to'defixuFive; purpoſes, which is the height | 
of Vanity. SE 


The laſt Head is convincing, that it were 
« well thou had(ſt never lived ; but by this-it 


were far better for thee, thou badſt remained 
meer 


P 


ſo brutiſh ! Oh, that I had had-no+in- | 
telle&ual Nature, being I ſtudied not toknow | 
my God-, and the way of Life! Oh, that 1 
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meer nothing to this day : to live to hurtful 
Ends; is worſe than not living at all; yetthis 
is thy Condition, you diſhonour God, you pro. 
yake the Eyes bf his Glory, you trample-the 
blood 'of Chriſt - under. your Feer with Con- 
tempt. How many ' young People ſerve the 
Devil with their ſtrength, are a Snare and 
Infeftion to-all they can influence? One young 
body- ſpoils many others, and leads them to 
that Villany they had never thought of.” 
You oft break: your Parents Hearts, and 
they by thy means feel, that z foolsſh Sort is the 
beavineſt of his Mother, Prov. 10. 1. You fre- 
vently deſtroy your Maſter's Eſtate : To the 
Gorlom you are a Grief, tothe City and King- 
dotn'a Plague, as helping on its Sin, haſtning 
its” Puniſhment , ' and obſtrufting its Good ; 
How 'many may complain of Harm on thy 
acconnt ! Burt whatever Hurt you bring. to ©- 
thers, ſare you avoid Miſchief to your ſelves? 
No; no: Young men live moſt to their own 
Hurt, and feem to take great pains to make 
theirMiſery ſure and great. Oh; vainYouth !thou 
daily makeſt thy ſelf more the Child of Wrath: 
by thy ſinful-Praftices; thy wicked Habits 
grow mote ſtrong; by idleneſs and frequent 
oppolition, hopeful Principles are 'more baf-' 
fled and expelled ; Conſcience by thy Afronts, 
is leſs concerned, and capable to admonilh thee. 
Thy ill treatment of Gods Spirit, makes him 
withdraw , and his Viſits are more ſeldom ; 
{6 that he is ready ro ſay of thee, Ler him a- 
tone, Hoſ. 4.17. Be- 
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Believe it, careleſs Youth! thy ways tend 
to more ſin, and leſs hopetfulneſs of -Grace. and 
Glocy :. Oh, wretched Lite ! to live only: to be 
more guilty, and to. be' expoſed to. greater 
Puniſhments; thou runneſt Hell-ward, thy 
Thoughts tend there, thy Words lead there, 
thy vile Aftions heap the greater ſtare of.-er 


ternal Flames.  Indignation. and IVrath,” Tribs. 


lation and. Anguiſh, are the things thou, workeſt 
for, Rom. 2.:8, 9. Thou. laboureſt for theſe 
Wages, thou liveſt thy ſelf daily to.a greater 
obnoxiouſneſs to theſe Woes, as if: thou-wert 
afraid thou ſhouldeſt not + be. miſerable e- 
nonghs | | ; 

Oh Soul to be. pitied ! not to be. born had 
been thy mercy, as. well as 7«aas, unleſs thou 
change thy living, is it not to thee thoſe words 
are proper, Zebold, you are worſe than nothing, 
IN Ifa, 4. 24. Hadſt thon. not -lived- at ally 
thou. hadſt nor done .the - miſchief thou. now 
art doing, thou couldſt not haye. felt the hurt 
thou mult. ſhortly. endure. How may moſt 
young Folk bemoan the day of ,their Birth! 
their-Life is a; miſery, , which might have ca- 
pacitated them for the Bliſs of Angels, had 
they well employediit. . The. Lord. grant you 
be not. found. thus fooliſh and cruel to: your 
ſelyes ;' yet to this, you.are more proner thai 
to amore profitable Courle. | 


The. next Work is to ſhew you, 1. How 


Childhood and Youth became thus vain. 2-Wig 
: they. 
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” they contiiue G 3. How moſt young People 
_ grow FF wailner. 


1. Oueſt, How comes it to baſk that Child- 
hood and Youth are vain? 

Anſ. Childhood and Youth became vain by 
Original 'Sin. 

There's the Spring of the Diſeaſe, thou didſt 
not come out” of God's Hand thus prone. to 
ſin, and thus averſe to himſelf. But adepra- 
ved” Nature deſcends to thee from Adam by 
the Eine of thy Anceſtors : Thou wert born 
under the Infetion common to Mankind, ge- 
nerated in the ordinary manner z the very 
quickened Embrio in the Womb, hath all the 
Seeds of thole fins, which time ripens, and 
opportunity brings forth; our Conſtitution is 
become ſinful, and 2ll corrupt Effes are next 
to natural. 

I ſhall not trovble yon with Diſputes, but 
meerly inform you, 1. How our Nature be- 
came corrupt : 2. How it deſcends thus cor- 
OG to thee. 
© 1. Our Nature became corrupt or vain by 
the entrance of Sin, whereby the Divine Image 
was expelled as well as forfeited. 

A Rational Soul cannot be void of moral 
Qualities and Diſpoſitions, as it is a Subject 
of God?s' moral Government ; there muſt be 
Wiſdom or ſinful Ignorance. in the Mind; 
there muft be Love or Enmity to/what is 200d, 
and Averſion or Inclination to what ts evil, 
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Gods Law. meerly as an Agent, with reſpe&t 
to what he occalionally aCteth, but he is cons 
lidered alſo as to his temper, whar, he i ; what 
are his governing Principles, and prevailing - 
Diſpoſition thoſe are. neceſſary ta the deno- 
minating him a godly. or ungodly.Man, ag 


wel] as. influential into. the ordinary courſe,of 


his Actings, which will be anſwerable to his 
inclinations and light. 


Adam was created after Gods Image, which : 
conliſted in Knowledge, Righteouſneſs, and true | 


Holineſs, Gen. L. 27. Eph. 4+.232 24+ Gal. 3410/5 
Thisawas his Conſtitution, tho? not ſo y 
as.to prevent the poſlibilicy of ſinging.” And; 
wills Adam ſinned -not,. our Nature was 'ims 
proj with that holy Power, Light, and 
ve, which anſwered the Law, and-capaci«- 
tated us for that exa(t Obedience: injoyned 
by it. Theſe divine Qualities were inconſiſtent 
with their Contraries, by the Law of Inno- 
cency ; tho they are not incompatible by the 
Law. of Grace; for that Law inliſted on -Per-: 
fetion, and entire Innocency ; and fixed: a" 
Forfeiture of. all holy Gifts, by man canſider«: 
ed in «ny degree ſinful ; yea, beſides this Fors- 
feiture of theſe Gifrs by the penal Sanftion of 


the Law, Man was-not entitled to thoſe Aids | 
of the Spiric, whereby Divine Qualities might 


ſublift. in_the ſame Soul with contrary ſinful 
Diſpoſitions, ( as they do under the Law of” 
Grace ) no ſach ipfluences of the Spirit were” 

| pro-. 


in the. Will ; for: Man is. not conſidered-in 
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provided in the Law of Creation; and there- 
fore as theleaſt ſin in the Soul brought down 
our Holineſs below perfect, and thereby made 
it ceaſe-to be Holineſs: by the Rule'of lnnocen- 
cy.; for Love was not: Love by.that-Law, if 
there was any mixture of Enmity againſt God : 
So ſin would prevail to- extinguiſh that Puri- 
ty, and expel thoſe holy Diſpolitionsat firſt 
implanted; if once -it -entred-inta the Soul. - 
Adam did ſubfiſlt a while happy ander this 
Law,-but--at laſt he ſinned, his Heart turned 
from God to the Creature, which implies Igno. 
rance--in the Mind, and Averſationi'and Enmi- - 
ty-/to God inthe Will. The entrance” of 
theſe did of Courſe deprave the Soul of A- 
dam; \ Knowledge ' was © expelled by - Bark- 
neſs, corruption removed his original Purity. 
The Diſeaſe invaded the whole Man, the Poi- 
ſon operated to the extintion: of his glorious 
Excellencies ;- there/ was\no need for God to 
take "any' good out 'of the Humane Nature, 
it/-neceſſarily -died- by -the force. of fin, And 
it-is*by a 'new- grant, that there be any Re- 
mains'of God in lapſed man. It i nor from 
any thing.in Man, or in the firit Covenant, that 
there be any moral -Vertnes, or good Nature 
any ; God in mercy beltows theſe, and re- 
{trains the growing Contagion of fin, that we 
become not- more devilifh.. 
| When holy-Light and Love were expelled 
| bySin, the: appetite (of courſe) became Ma- 
"| fſterofourReafon, and all diſorders hence _ 
ue, 


{ae. The: Soul Res chtked - with Pleſk, doth 
for want of holy Principles become ſubject: to 
ſenſible tnclinations, - which-through« the -pre- 
fence of -aZrecable- objets, hurry. poor \Man 
into all that 1s.Fleſh-pleaſing : 'whiles the pro. 
per concerns'of-the:ſoul- are forgotten, and | 
its/intercourſe-.with unſeen things-is + cut off, | 
for want of: that Light which ſhould perceive | 
them; and: that holy:Love:-which. might reliſh } 
and deſire them. A-[Soul thus debaſed "and þ 
entangled; becomes little better than an-attive þ 
Power-tq contrive Fuel for our various Laſts | 
and vr ring The little: delights which are-mi- Þ 
niltred- by Senſe and: Fancy. Oh wretched | 
ſtate} eſpecially -when|Error'and Enmity -@ | 
gainſt God and Holineſs help to compleat * [ 
depravedaeſs. or | 
2+ 5T hy: Nature: thas: corrupted. deſtcnd h 
to-thee,,. as Propagated: by the RPPowmegh” _ 1 9 
of natural - Generation. +-- + | 7 
- Adam was not only-the common Head of | 24 
Mankigd, as repreſenting all-meer;Men, but | 1s 
alſo he: was; the 'Original of all -men-in--order | at 
. to-propagation. .- As: Repreſentative, he was | ar 
capable-to forfeit mach-good : As he was the? 
common Parent, be: muſt tranſmit. the Nature | th 
which he. had with: its Impurites.:: he was} t 
propagate-his Kind 5 Gena. 5. 4. he begat- Seth*} 
in his on likeneſs; this is oppoſed to: the:{l , | 
neſs: of : God, -whereih 1Adan was tnade; v.41: 
Tho' Serb;was the Father of the holier part | of 
of the World; anda good manz yet he ws | 
not 
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ihood/and Pouth, 8x 

not begotten - after Gods likeneſs, or' with a 
nature -in its. Original” purity, but with a 
Nature-/-as: depraved--in fallen Adam. Lapſed 
corrupted--/Nature cannot propagale a holy 
Nature: Can/a clean thing tome.out of an utts 
clean ? Job'24. 4." + How can be be pure who us 
born of 4 -woman 2 Job 25+ 4. A Perſon natu- 


| rally finfull, cannot+generate a Child-free from 


that ſinfulneſs:-if the. Father be naturally void 


| of ſpiritual Wiſdom; the Sin thE- courſe 


» 


+ of nature-will be ſo; and+if we: are born void 
+ of: Wiſdom and» Holineſs,: we muſt be vain; 
7 fooliſh-and ungodly ; forhamane Nature muſt 
+ be: unholy; -if-it-be not holy. This made. Da- 
| Vid own," wine ſhaper” in iniquity, and in ſin did 
| my. mother-conteive me, Pſal;/51.5. This is fo. 
fixed a Rule, that our: bleſſed Lord--muſt 


have--an-extraordinary-generation,”to- eſcape 
yaw Pollution of - hamane- Nature.” 2dery 'was 

od with Ghild. of the. holy ' Ghoſt AQ. 1 18 
20. The Spirit overſhadowed her ; and this Chriſt 
y--One 'born. holy, Luk. 1,35- Qthers 


1s:the--onl 


| are.made..holy-by--Grace; ſome, itmay be, 


are- renewed in the Womb, but none*are'na- 


4 turally -ſ{o;- or by Generation ; therefore if 
| thou-ſhouldſt ask, Why, do gotigood:Men na-* 
"| *urally beget- good. Children? I anſwer, Their 


goodneſs .1s ſuperadded to.;their Natures, it 
cames* by; another Law. chan that of -nature ; 


1 their Grace: is from Chriſt for the Salvation 


, 


their Offspring; by Generation, - 


% The irownP erſons; but. not to propagate to. 
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'Oh young Man /''thow ſeeſt t how dion groan- 
eſt under ' Adam's Fall; and laboureſt under 
the 'depravedneſs. of humane nature,-as Dro- | 
pigated from Adam"by: thy Anceſtors: down 
to thee ! And-ys' there ever a Child+here, but . 
is a living *Witneſs*to this Corruption? Are 7 
you" not" all proner 40 fin, than holineſs? he 
it- not "eaſier to make'* you: vile, 'than'to make 
you” gracious? 'Domnot-fewer and weaker A | 
go *incline Hou-to be' wicked,” than wo | j 
be' godly ? 2. Is there rot: that in: thee; which! : i 
ſerves inſteadiof :a'Tempter toevil, tho there! | 
were: no il example; 'or Solicitation” from | 
without? Wert thou ever ſenlible* of this} | 
oh; Child ?+haſt. thon. been yet" traly-hambled® | 
for Original Sin ? - Thou wert- wicked while -| 
ar Infant;as to che temper - of thy--Soul; the ; 
corrupt-Nature'thoo'then hadſt,-is'the Spring ] 
of all- thy Vanity: /Thy'narure is to berfoolifly | 
tolye; t6-be unclean, and what. elfe' isviles: | 
That natdre®whiles unrenewed;: will exprel# | 
ics- unholineſs-and enmity 'againft God, one”. 
way. or another? it's true," thi power” er 

y Luſt, thy bodily Conſtitution; Go 
Reſtraines, Education,” ov. Ape! tn : 
tinueth and ores — rill- ch 
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their healing.:; O:-young People, here are three 
things in-this'that;are-very fir to moye yor.. 
2+. :Firſt,-chcre's-Comfort, - that the Vanity 
| of Youth-i5; healable; thy caſe is fad, bur-*tis 
nat deſperate; there's hope in {/74e/; concern- 
ing the Recovery-of: Sinners in-their Youth : 
The Devils became*wicked, and never cam be 
recovered; they-may/grow- viler,: but- they 
can never--grom' better; but-bleſſed be God, 
this is. not thy/caſg;3 the Wound" -though- fad; 
is yet. curable; There: have-beens. many young 
Folk. made pious and ſerious. - Jfaac'was good 
\betimes,  Timorhy' and + Fob: were Old Diſci- 
ples, before*they conld call Man.” -Jofiah's ten- 
der years -werempreſsd with Grace: 1have , 
known - undoubted*Evidence © of Grace: before 
4 ten year 01d; Oh: then you need not” reſolve 
"4 be: good; no, no :;;No. young Perſons ig this 
'] Aſſemblyneed toſay ſo, or need think-{o, | God 
4} has not-reſolyed/ againſt Young Perſans, -that 
1 they ſhall never be recovered ; nayyhehiasdeter- 
{1 mined; that:owr of che owb of Babes and Suckijngs 
{1 Lord-Jeſas hes; neveri ſaid, | he will /have- no 
| Ching £o.do:with ſuch as: you, TY neither wall 
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*to you he ſpeaks, in Pſa. 34:11: Comeye Chil- | 
aren, 'htarken to me, and I will teach you "the fear | 
of the Lord, "The Spirir has a Mind to be the | 
Teacher 'of Children, and the" Inftrutter * 
Youth,” he has.a mind "to train'up* the Youny 
"Generation for Heaven, 'as well as-the Old 
ones :" So"that Young ones may ſay to Day; 
Why though I'am'wicked, yet there's "ho 
and tho "F have a' vile Nature, yet there's | 
LY may" be” recovered 'even though” 1 3 
whole” frarne ſeems thus ſet / for Villany, and þ 
ars thus deſperately difpogd OT 
here's the "firſt point, and that*s a grea - 
Wetthy' "and under the power of that, 'I preath | 
to Young! Ones, and under” the hopes-of that | 
you Youyg: Ones © ſhould 'regard what" T "ſay, 
and urge ; for” the caſe 6f Youth is healable;:=* -] 
2: Secondly, Here's z loud Call to you, that ; 
God uſes means to heal' Young Ones'of their |. 
Vanity." 'This confirms the former :' Is God'i# | 
paius. with" Youth to make them-better >then | 
There's hope'of Youth, for” God® would not*be- | 
t this labour-if it were wholly uſeleſs: O'my | 
Friends ! God has "ſent 'his "Son 'to dye for I 
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Spirit is God "4 been: Deering with :: This 
holy One can truly {ay,:I have. been, dealing 
with-this Child to.make-it happy. _ - 
+. Pray. let's alittle conſider : Thou Child or 
Youth, ;baſt thou had no ſence of 'Hells miſery 
ever upon. thy: Heart? . baſt. thou: never been 
convincd-that?twas ill to Lye or Swear? Haſt 
'F thou never. found preſſing motions to be good, 
-F andto reſolve. againſt-evil? have no-good de- 
L ons ſtirrd"in;_thy.Soul?. Why, :all-theſe w 
8 Ir ings of the Spirit of God on;thy. poor 
Soul. + God has} been--Jabouring,.. with every 
young. Body; in-this Congregation: He has 
been Jabouring- with-thee, by. the advice. of 
thy Parents; when-they taught thee: to read, 
or taught; thee: thy, Catechiſm, or. inſtrufted 
thee 'to-pray It was God Dy. them . taking 
Paing with thee.- + /. | 
We Preachers. preach. to. you. Young, Ones, 
as well as tothe Old 3 nay, we preach. 
with more-kc pes expecting that. you are not 
d Perſons are... Young, People 1 
have not the Mercies of ,God,. have not. the 
reſervations. of God towards. you, been ſo 
many. 'Teachers -? What. has. been- the Lan- 
guage+ of every Mercy, to. thee Child, to you 
Young ones, but, this? Oh Children-! don't you 
provoke. this - God; don't - make me your 
Enemy,--for- you & I*would fain do. you 
good, I would--fain; be merciful, and not: a 
Deſtroyer of you; Nay, ave not Allictions 
been. sh6” pains of -God- with you ,? bs there 
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EVeET... 2 Young one here, that __ not been _ 
lick at _one time.or'-other'? Why the Lotd 


ſent that Sickneſs to thee, "and *fpake in | 


this manner thereby, I will: warn this: Yous 
one to be Religious, leſt he ſhould *dye be- _ 


- RP 
Wo 


fore he. be - converted ;*: all the: Correttions "ih 


of -thy Parents, and Maſter, for” thy Sin, *; 
they have all -beenthe Calls of God; and” his: : 
Language in them all has been, - I would fait 
imbitter--Sin-to this poor Young. one, by Tomes - 
thing ſhort of Hell: I-would” gladly: reſtraſh | 
the Wickedneſs. of this Youth, before 1 _ 
damn him. You fee, you had: "need look'to it, | 
for God 'has uſed means towards your -reco. | 
very; think not, God doth not-mean'me in' biy | 
Word;zdon't ſay, God did' not* intend 
cure in "the helps { enjoy ;-alas, he-intendeth | 
thee as' well as any other. It's thy-entigh ” 1 4 
ing; Oh: Young Man {he iorends by all "Ins 4 
reachings:-*Tis thy- Converſion, -O Young: | 
Woman ! that he'deſigns'by.'all-his Calls, ol | 
theſe have been direfted- upon this@wery d& } 
ſign ; and leaſt you ſhould doubt ir; the'Spitit'] 
of God does: particularly name ' you :*O Young | 
Men and - Maids ! praiſe you rhe Lord,” Pſal. 148 | 
Young: Men be ſober, "Tit. 2. 6** Nay; Chriſt ] 
him! elftells us, in” Prov,' 1-4. that his great d& | 
ſign there, is r0 yive diſcrerign 10 che ſimple young = 
ones : "Therefore I*beg, that not one young bo* * 
dy i in; this place may forget what I ſay.now 
that: they fruſtrate God's hopes, * if they" be | 
pot Godd and diſappoint him of all _ las 
ur, 
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banrs-if oh be: not gracious, all-the pains 


that have been taken/;with them, are loſt up- 


' on. them; .and will: God bear. this ?* will he 


always: bear this? what will become of you, 
i: I: progees. this way ? 
3+ Thirdly; Here's an awful Charges. That 
—_ young _Men..continue vain,.:becauſe. you 
don't: rightly. uſe the means, for your: healing, 
Ab, ſad-Charge.!. the .cale of young ones is 
curable, . but. why--is. it- not altered. befare 
now ?..W hy;; O- Gonfcience ſpezk ?.:Children 
you have Conſciences ; po ung Ones,..yon have 
y-'tis long of. God 1 
an: vile-{till2.”cis. Jong.of the want of means 
that: Lam. vile. till 2. Ab, Friend.) Father, 
S00; and. Spirit. can all 1ay, 'Lis ,OtMy In 20lr 
that this-Child is.bad, {till ; 'cis: yotmy. Faulr 
this-young Man: and Woman. is wicked ſo long; 
Tis not. jog, of me.- May. not the. Spirit of God 
ſay, have taken more pains with this Child, 
and ſpoken, oftger.to this young perſon, thanl 
avedane-! with. thouſands 1 11 the World ; Alas! 
ſo-it-is,concerning, every, one. of. you. Chil- 
drenof;Pagans-jn all rhgie days never had thy 
heips.;  Gonfider alittle with. your ſelves, God 
may-this day fay, I begin early withthis Young 
one; I have. *Y p leaded after many a-repulſe, 1 
have foll him,and her; from. day.to day, 


.and- from: fin to. fn; .Ob,..bow..earneſt have'l 


been with this, young, Scripling, that. 1 could 
opal yery little good "by; yer. have. I ta- 
pains ant labour Sk him. Come young 
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People,. Is it now 7 to prac that God hos cry'd 
to you, Turn unto me, why.will you die ? Ezck., 


33.11. 1s. now the firſt time, that. he has ſaid: F 


unto you, When will you be . made clean? w 


ſhall it once be? Jer. 13. 27. Has Chrut 
ſaid unto thee,...0 boo. tome, and be- ſaved? \ $7 £ 


Look ta me for help , for there's. -help 
where elſe. . Thy ikea, makes me. ny 


and pity makes me willing, Lay. theſe things. | 


to Heart, and 1 will defie-any-young: 
in. this place, to go away, and Jay 3.1. 


lived up to what. I know, I have improvedall: 
that God. has afforded -me,. but he denied..to: Þ 
give me more: I am miſerable and wicked ſtill” } 


 _ Gad has refuſed to.belp.me;.w 


ave ſought it of him, Is.there any, thavcan | 


talk at” this rate? No,. not. one: Not 


Why .then whence is it, that we have ſo many | 


young People bad. {till ?. Why {till { 


thy ſelf? why aSlave to baſe Laſts? OFrie wy 1 
God knows. the can ey.and. than. knoweft jth 
Je @ 


cauſe; thog. didſt not. ule. that ;k 


thou hadſt; thou .didſt not. improve., thy | | 


portunity ;. "dath. got Conſcience. witneſs 


== has not been opened, thy Heart has nj Sj 


been attentive, . hos 


Ts. 


the Lord, Hol. 5.4. < od cap. ſay. this: « dafp | 
this poor Creature. me have been-.in a good © 
en ſerious before now, } 

if he would but, have yielded: to my-.pleads | 
gs, if _be had turned at. my Reproos. - This | 


caſe, he would have. 


ly wauld. haye been an-eminent. Ch 


et, +. = 4 wn 
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-Kinbelore now, had'all my Impreſſions. been 
: and all my: Calls complied witty; 
-he- had known' me better, had he been bur 
reachable" in my ways, as he was in other 
| Fhings, Prov; 2.15. | 
-Ol'then, young People ! Conſider with your 
ſelves what has been your caſe; you-have told 
- God- plainly , © 7 will not ' come to thee that 1 
nicht have Life: Where's the young body 
4 that*has not” prattically given God'a'denyal? 
+ -And. every time thou wert: under *ConyiRion 
| "of fin, and - diaſt not Igave it, thou 4{dſt tell 
.-God; 'Lord; I would be thine, but 1 love my 
7 fn berrer-: 1 would be' happy for ever; but 
1 - will not,” unleſs I may be wicked ir this World. 
4 © The youngeſt here hath the great hand in his 
|} own ruine; he that is but of ten” Years old, 
| if be periſh; he is his 'own. Deſtroyer ; a 
think 1t's true of many” younger.) Fe SY 
-Children ! you were born vain, and you hive 
ilkilly choſen "to remsin ſo: "You may be 
ready: 'toxaccuſe Adant, by whom you. became 
-wicked,"bur itis your own fault that you con- 
tinue* wicked, Hince God hath provided'aRe- 
medy ; its-your-ſin;” that” you are_no_b tter 
for Mercies; 26 better for Aﬀidtion, no better 
for Means) "wicked before, and wicked Rill. - 
© therefore? what will you be able to 'an- 
Fer? how fad" is 1t-!-that any young body 
here ſhould be-forc'd to ſay, Lord, Tis my fault 
that I am-no-better for a Chriſt, "and *no bet- 
for for the' Goſpel; my Miſery is'of my own 
chooſi Ing 3 ; 


chooſing ; God Kin tahioks pains aids -me, but tis | 
all loſt-through the oblliapcy of my Will: 

- Theſe three-things: are plain-under that i. | 
.cond* 'Head wherein you fee. why- Young | 
ple remain vile and vain. + 

'3-: Thirdly, Youth becomes yet more vain; 
bytevil. Cuſtoms, and indulging carnal feik: | 
vanity unhealed_is''of an' improving-nature; F 
and there's no bad Child,but. grows worke: | 
Sin is not- a Stream-that: grows empty, oria | 


Root that: dies//by: meer time,.: God- know s | 4 


we: have: had experignce of that... Alas, how 
does Villany. grow. with Years! the Child thit 


began with: few ins; GET UP. LO Many — ; 


inſomuch; that we- have ſome young /.men 


fore eigthtecen, have- committed as; great-lins | + 


as the mar” of eighty; -+ Youth: enters-with lc y | 
Fer: tins, and” | to -groller uns: #1 
have many young People. that ſcem-to aboult 
40 witkednels, :as they improve in -age 3/4! 
they- grew older” .only; that they: wy roy | 
Yer. Oh, what a mercy would. itah: I 
for thol3s: hav: died in <> Womb: 4 4 


I rell 1 you, one- 6 bnines on. Sn by | 
rhe kefer nd art "fitted for a greater. Sinful } 
Habits are ſtrengthned.. by. linful AQs ; "e þ 
fear al ſhame - for - fin 'wear off ; yea, are 


even rinpitſhed, by. a courſe of lin, OY _ 
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| Soul! Satan has got- the- faſter hold | The 
}- Spirit has 'been provoked',” and- given- over 
4 friviog; and it may be thy Parents through 
7 - Deſpair ; have” almoſt given over- praying. 
3. Conſcience that 'warn'd thee, is ſear'd and 
+ filene'd, -and fo the wicked; Creature has 
74 his whole. Scope, 2 Tim. 4. 2; God fayes 
of him, + Let "this -poor Creature alone ,' Ple 
1 Frive-with him no more, Ger. 6.3." 'O young 
+ Foiks !: you: may be harden'd*-before-you grow 
+ o1d;. Luft may "be Rrongly rooted before old 


2 Age; and I fear ?ris {0* with abundance of 


4 ' Youth: !s it not ſowith-fome of you? [Did not 
4 ſome” of:you-bluſh"ar?a little ſin, and now 
thou *canſt mock” at:great ones!” Are there 
3 por ſome"amongſt'you-that once dared not to 
7 tell-@ ſmall- Lye; and' now you canlye- all 
4 corts? Are there Tone here That. trembled 


when they ſwore a lictle Oath, and now*'can 
ſmear at the loodieſt rate, and add Blaſphe- 
ts and Curling to'their' Oaths! Sirs, 'did not 

ſome' of you teeFa'check for tight a,.and 
riow youcan commit Fornication'and' Unclean- 
neſs,” without any inward-Rebuke't* Tr was 
hard to bring.thee toÞilfer a Peny; 'andnow 
thou canſt ſteal Shillings'and! Pounds: "Tt war 
much- ado | that thoy”couldſt endure. to be 
druvk 'iffthe Night,” but” now rho canſt do it 
openly, and glory in it; Thou durſt not for- 
merly © have neglected 2a Sermon ; and thou 
muſt pray by thy-{elf, but now; alagz poor 
Creature ! thou canſt play away 2 'whole Sab- 
bath, 
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| bath, and ſpend Weeks without Prayer, withs 


out one-ſerigqus Prayer. My Friends, what's -} 
the matter | ef grown a leſs evil? by 'no-4 


means ?. Is God,. and Heaven, and Hell,” Jeſs] 


certain ! No, no, Sirs, you will feel it to: your” T 
Coſt: Is thy poor Soul lels precious, and lels, } 
valuable ? No, this is not it neither, 'bur "the Þ 
reaſon of it bh this; 2h rm 1s:grown: : Pp E 
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to Lat mngs the Devil is-grown more. im —_ #4 
tuous by thy Conſent;;-And I-can tell thee 1 | 
day, and tet the youngeſt of you obſerve: it} 
That if thou continueſt+ wicked; thou: wk ; 5 1 
yet . more”. and' more ſo.” And- thou wouldſ : | 
now. bluſh to think -what Wickedneſs-tha F 
wilt: hereafter come-to: As Hazacl, when | 
was" foretold him by-the Prophet what. tne "'F 
ties he- ſhould: commit; cries out, 7 a 8 | 
vant: 4 Dog ?. 2 King. 8: 15. &c. Thus ve - 

finiſhed-what-I intended in the Ev pun 1 1 | 
now:come: to ioThe? WY M4 _ 


"=. wy 


"OS 32: 2% on phy: 


= iN 1s "How. difmbl a\fieht doth this nis Truth: , 
afford us of this World !; Childhood-and You th 1 1 
is Vanity :.:Ah, 'Lord '! -how true” then. in 
that even ' the whole World lics in Wickedt Tok 
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1Joh. 5-19. the greater part doth ſo; for Young 
People are many more* than old ones.”/ The 
© part of Age is Vanity ; the beff part of 
Time is Vanity; Childhood is the time fit- 
teſt to learn in. Youth is the time fitteſt to 
| a& i in,” and yet- both theſe are "Vanity. £Oh, 
| how little are heavenly Deſigns carried on by 
{ Young- Ones! :Oh., how little is God WOr- 
} ſhipp'd and ſerv'd by Young ones ! How few 
+ of: them-are engag'd in- their own'true Cop- 
+ cerns. FDreadfurt* that inYouth -we will do 
+ nothing, and in Age we can'do nothing ! Oh, 
+ - who.. loves God , and 1s not grieved !. who 
1 . loves Souls, and isnot melted ! All: men come 
q fick-into the- World, and moſt men grow 
| fnore:diſeaſed by their ſtay there. Allcome mi- 
4 ferable; and\moſt help on each others Ruine, 
F #pd*encreafſe their own. Oh; how. many go 
1 "the. Stage, and have reaſon to wiſh, 

1 to-God 1 had periſh'd"before 1 ſaw the: light ! 
4 Solike Hell is this preſent State,.that i'ts: 
| #'wonder - we are able-to"take any- Deli ghe 
| therein... God' is ſerious. with. pleople-in their” 
| younger 'Years, and they heed- '1t-not © = pa 
| ſters are*carneſt with young People, andithe 
4 rega eee. not. Ah,- poor * Wretc es ® they 
I think 'we-: have; nothing to do: with -t iem. 
1 Ot Young Ones ! help us fo mourn today, for 
5 mY calling -on Men to' mourn :for you, who 
i your+Youth, yield yourſelves: up. to your 
[thereby are injarions to Chriſt, and 
| Tivelo1 your own Soils, and will you dnt 
nf. 2., 
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df. . 2; What Care.is incumbent on. Parents Þ 
and Malſters,in the managing of Young Perſons! | 
Youth is. vain, and .that beſpeaks a ſuitable | 
carriage. . O Parents, 'you. don't. beget Angels, | | 
but. ſinful. Children; .you--breed. up corrups | 
ones,-.and not. perfect. anes ; Few are fanGtiti- 
ed. inthe Womb, and: therefore you. ſhould + © x 
deal with Children as with deprav'd and _ | 
rupt Perſons,. as. with them. whoſe Child x Pi: 
and Youth is Vanity., The -yery.. Diſtempe = 4 
direQts Parents and-Maſters.iin their. duty 
carrlage towards. their Children : I ſhall eſp 
clally name Parents i in my Directions, 4 

 Gularen are Ignorant :. Oh therefore ae] | 
you. occalion to inſtrutt«them.. Alas 1: canfb} > 
thou let. thy Children be nnacquainred: wi ich | £ 
God, and. Salcobher of their-own, Miſery 44 40 
pb "F of page eſcape! What muſt. thy © ils. F v 
| pu ge for Want of k OV way 7 


vhom. does it lye in;poi as: 

pon you ?- And. who'has 

tag ks 6 Ys it as thou haſt ? Wh iT 

is.fo. Te 20 prov with thy. Child: as: thy 
elf;No faithfully. dedicates: hs, Qbild, ito; 
16 lofa Yo that mill not caretu}ly.inſtrat! 


| Chatbhaod's and > Ponth. 
feed their Child- by the cravings of i'ts nit, 
and not-by *their own-Judgment. ' I- will *t ell 
/you'the Miſchief of it, beſides the” = kg 
foundation: of diſtemper- 1n Age £ 5, it. i 76F- 
Appetite #an'- ungovernable orce. 
| bein Palwayes \indulg'd in what they: _ 
| hey cannot deny themſelves any. thing they 
id S Þ ave: and by the ſame rule, that they muſt now 
: 4 . eatwhat and when, and drink what-and when 
4 my while.they"are under thy care; they 
7 wilhec runk-and\ hore, &c, when they grow 
” WW Firs : : their Reaſon cannor bridle it then, as 
4 thine (which ow to guide "them )-:negledts: 
4. todo it now. dreadful thing! that any 
” Childrens Appetites ſhould 'come” from under 
| their Parents tuition-unbridled : I look” on no-- 
| thing 4 greater Reproach-'to-: Parents. And' 
KZ the ground of all 'Wickedneſs in! the 
orld, more than arTnordinate Appetite? yet 

+ how few Parents.dor help to cure-it-whilecure-- 
able! whereas an/Appetite curbed-i in Childhood, 
; | would: endure'a denial in Age; =; 
3 3: Toth have violent Hunts: ani Seififineſs; 
F. and therefore don't: fooliſhly | gratific them. 
| | AChild fro himſelf, brings bis Forker 40 flame, 
| -Obwhar a Deviliſh Sight !howplea-- 


; to'Maran tro ſee: Children cocquer' 1 an: 


\ Youth? indulge ! ! IrSpecviſ, them ; maſt be 

 doneto, pleaſe it-; -ir's-obſtinare, and -ic muſt 

— have itgiwill; irs reven "at i, i 
+check'd;; this-is the way 

'tis juſt with God that Child ſhould- 


_break your Fwarts.whok Will vous never brokeys 
"ih DW any poor Creatures will have cauſe-in” 
- Helt*to 'curſe-their Parents ! Dreadful! thats. 
they "pihne :the worſt Enemies to their Chil" 
dren under -A pretence of fondneſs, 
4. Tonth have:many Luſts,' and are prone'to ſag. 
therefore be afralet for-them; and prevent all” 
Occaſions... Fob:knew-this, Fob 1345: "He went | 
and offer d: Sarrifice, leſt. his Children iſbould have: 
ſi md, and- naſed God in their beare +4. .O | 


Ghildren bet. whit dry'd tinder Youth i is: .: 0 
caſions thonghſmall, over-rule Young Perſe $2) y 
What then? Oh then be perſwaded to choole:” 
the +Company'of your Children” for them, he! 
thar it be*of their own Sex, and Trio 
Put thent to Trades, and ſuch Trades as have 
the leaſt Snares ; fet them+in Families when 
moſt Good-1s to be'got, and leaſtevil to-b 
4 catch'd.\ Find-ithem buſineſs, and fulneſs: ky 
Employ; and cut out-their time for them: Pa] 
rents, learn this Wiſdom, that your Childre "1 | 
haveno*time- for--Idleneſs. Marry. anus 
ſoon nd convenient, if.ſo be you arc : NOUN 
ertain of their Sobriety. - tes 
Ca . .The Renkey of jt is 


-to. cure a*Chilc _of-i it's Vanity W. 
Yourh: of -it's s Fol yi. Fooliſhneſs is bound. up in. 
the” A of a Childs; the Rod of Corveltion will! 

ve-it- far from him, Prov. 22,15. And nh" 
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hold not 'corre&tion from thy Child, and he ſhall not 
aye, Prov. 23.13. 1 look on't as a fad lign of 
growing Villany in the next Age, that corre- 
Cion is become unfaſhonable: The Lord pity 
us. Let me tell you once for all, Sirs, Youth 
is governed chiefly by fear, and they that 
loſe the benefit of that paſſion, loſe the great- 
elt advantage. which Youth have to be ma- 
nag'd or improv'd by. People may talk of 
love, but God?s injoining the Rod ſo oft, dif- 
covers that it will prevail but with very few. 
Wiſdom muſt be exerciſed in this matter, as 
the end may be beſt attained : :But be aſfſu- 
red,. the Blood of that Child lyes at the Pa- 
rents door, who 'might have been reform'd 
by Corrections, and was not. Can Parents for- 


# get God's ſevere Judgment again(t Eb for his 
.Indulgence to his Sons ? ,or do you think that 


4 Children are now ſo harmleſs, that they need 


not to: be. corrected ? I ſhould have call d you 
to.give them good -Examples, as being pow- 
erful to: encline them, who ſtrictly obſerve, 


3 and are prone to imitate: you ; they are apter 
8 to evil than good ; deny them no- help to 
F their, holy, improvements, and create them no 


hinderances:; But time prevents me. 

Iaf. 3+. How ſhould Young Ones bear the 
Rebukes; and Reſtraints of Superiours inſence 
of their. own Vanity ! Here 1 call ro Young 
Ones again :.. Parents and Maſters, know what, 
will harm;you better than-you do your ſelves; 


they knaw how weak Fon are to relijt, Temp- 


tations ; 
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tations; they know what's ſinful and deftry- 
ive better than you. Oh therefore thank 
God, and thank them that are over you, who 
endeavour your healing, and dor'r ſuffer ſim to 
lye upon you ;, Lev. 19. 17. If you be good your 
ſelves, you'l do the ſame for your Children 
when you have them; therefore don't take 
thac ill which is your neceſlary cure ;, but rec- 
kon, Aml1 vain! Oh then ! though 1 have not 
the Liberty I would, and have not the Allow. 
ance I defire, matters are better order'd for 
me, for I can't bear thoſe other things. 
|  Tnf. 4. How Attentive ought you to be to 
all Advices and Pleadings of your Relations, 
being deſlign'd to heal you! O ! for thy Souls 


ſake, Young One, never let the Advice of thy. 
Parents be loſt ; never let thy Friends Cout- | 


fel and Reproof be loſt, becauſe *cis all d& 
fignd to remove this Difcaſe : Thou doſt not 
fee the Hell thou art jaft running into ; thou 
doſt' not ſee the Heaven thou art flying from; 
thou doſt not ſee the God thou haſt provokt; 


thou doſt not know the Miſery thou art un-_ 
der; thon art ignorant what Grace, whit | 


Wiſdom thou wanteſt ; how much muſt thon 
learn and attain before thou art wiſe, or good; 


thou art ignorant of many ſnares, and fins;; 


thy folly hides thy folly from thee. -O there- 
fore ! be heartily intent to al-their Advices, and 
lay to thy ſelf, Lord, is this for my cure, 
_ and ſhall I neglect it? Is this Reproof for ny 
good, and ſhall I make light of it ? 1s'#11 this 

| pains 


CLI 7 


Childhood and Pouth. 99 


' Pains to heal my poor diſeas'd Soul, and ſhall'I 
calt it behind my back ? God forbid ! 

Inf. 5. How great a Wonder of Grace is a 
young Convert ! and how thankfully ſhould 
ſuch acknowledge it ! O the power that makes 
the vein Prodigal come. ro himſelf ! Luk. 15. 17. 
How near does God cone tothe Soul, to tame 
it, when 'tis like a wild Aſſes Colt! How ef- 
ficacious is Grace, that overcomes Luſt in it's 
greateſt rage! and that deadens Temptations 
when they ſtrike on Youth, ſo prone to re- 
liſh the offer, and yield to it ! O Bleſſed work {! 
that inclines us to fear that God whom in our 
Youth, we are ſo apt to deſpiſe. 

Having laid theſe things before you, 7 offer 
two General Vſes of Exbortation. 

Exh. 1. Refle@ on your ſelves, whether you 
are under this Vanity, or deliverd from it. 
Young Folks, 1 ſpeak: moſtly to you, and 
therefore 1 intreat you for the Lords fake to / 
lay to heart what Iam ſaying. Your. caſe is 
diſmal, you are born' vain, and prone to be 
vain; are you ſtill ſo or not ? 'Tis a great 
work that goes to the healing you; 1s that 
work paſs d on-thee ? 'Tis a great deal of God 
goes: to the making a Youth good, and feri- 
ous, have I felt that? Pray ask your ſelves, 
Amivain, oram not? 1s my Heart a Spring 
of Divine Motions, or Beaſtly Inclinations*? 
Young People, how is it with you ?: Try your 
meyes,, are they nnder the Government of 
Grace or of Luſt ? wes under the — | 

2 0 
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of Wiſdom or Folly? Ask your ſelves, Do my 
wayes profit or hurt People ? Is it not time to 
ask ? What Sirs ! are the years you have ſpent 
unfit to be enquired after ? or 1s thy Sin not 
worth being concerned about ? Oh ask your 


ſelves often, What am I doing ? whither am 


I going ? Does my walk pleaſe God, or pro- 
voke him? Do I walk with him, or do 1 for- 
fake him ? Try and judge impartially ; it's thy 


greateſt concern ; thou mayelt deceive thy ſelf, . 


thou canſt not delude thy God, who will judge 
as the matter truly ſtands with thee. How is 
it with-you, O Young ones ? There's none 
here but ought to be concern'd how tis with 
them. You will be concern, ' nay. within a 
while you muſt be concern'd : therefore en- 


quire this to day, and never teſt till it be de- 


termined. 


Exb. 2, Receive DireCtions ſuitable to your | 


caſe: And here I muſt divide this whole Af- 
ſembly into two parts: Firſt, Sach as are un- 


aer the power of Vanity. ' Secondly, Such as are by 


Grace aclivered from it. One of theſe two is every 


one in: this Aſſembly ; Young and'Old you are 
ſtill under the power of Vanity,or you are del 


vered from it: There is a great difference in your 
Caſe, Pll ſpeak to each. 1. Thoſe of you that 
are. yet under the power of this Vanity. Poot 
Souls} would you be delivered ?-or have you 
a mind to continue what you are ? Come Chil 
dren, dare you. be ftill blind ! and ſtill obſt# 
nate'? ſhall thy Soul that was made for —y 


Q, Fm s mea om ww uo ow. . 
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be a Cage of unclean Birds ? Shall thy Tongue 
which is his Glory, be employed to his Dſho- 
nour? 'O Young body ! ſhall 'not Chriſt heal 
thee of that Nature, which the Devil intro- 
duced? Wilt thou live a Bruit ard a Devil 
{ti11? ſhall Satan ſerve himſelf of thy parts, 
and of thy ſtrength, and of thy *opportuni- 
ties ? ſhall the Devil ſay of thee, Here's a Child, 

I hope, will do me a great deal of Drudgery ! ? 
Here's a-young Perſon will do my Work while 
he lives,” and be damned with me when he 
dies? Young Folks, Satan ſtands by, and ſeems 
to ſpeak thus, of you': And muſt Chriſt all 
this while weep over thee, and ſay, Here's a 
young thing that's my Creature, but he will 
rebell againſt me as long as | ſpare him ? here's 
a Youth fit to ſerve me, but he will hring on 
me all the Diſhonour that he can, and obſtru& 
my Intereſts as far as he is able : Here's a Strip- 
ling that I bought with my Blood, a young 
Girl or Boy. but he ſerves Satar before me, and 
will not be ſaved , unleſs againſt his Will ? 
For the Lords ſake lay theſe things to heart to 
day ! What ſay you, Child, to this? what ſay 
you Young People? [ hope ſome of you will 

be ready to anſwer, O Sir, help me, give me 
ſome counſel, -for 1 am weary of this preſent 
Condition, and would be in a better; if ſo, 
take theſe few Advices, and reſolve to follow 
them 1n earneſt. 


H 3 1. Believe 


102 The Uanity of 

1. Believe how bad thou art by nature, and 
bewail it before God. Oh, 'tis thy Pifture 
I have been drawing, as bad as it is! Come 
poor young, Folks, you that pride your ſelves 
when you look in the Glaſs, could you but 
ſee your Souls with a right Eye, you would 
abhor your ſelves: Young People, will you 
belieye God ſpeaking of you? Does not he 
fay you are vain and vile ? will you believe all 
the wiſe People that know you ? and will they 
, Not all agree in this, That thon art a ſinful 
wretched Creature? Dath not thy own expe- 
rience convince thee ? Oh Friend ! own it, and 
go away mourning; and how canſt thon but 
do ſo, when thon confider'it, My Heart is fil- 
thy, my Aﬀecions diforder'd, the powers of 
my Soul poor! and wounded, the Image 'of 
God loſt, Satan's nature is viſible vpon me; 
what a Reproach doth every title faſten! 
what can be ſaid worſe of thee, than that 
thou art thus? Is this a Caſe to be reſted in? 
is this a ſtate to be quiet in ? yet this is thy 
Caſe, O young Perſon, by Nature ! thou art 
full of what's hatefal to God, and hurtful to 
others ; thou art intent on thy own Ruine. Oh, 
Sirs, the moſt innocent young Sinner here, is 


fuller of Poiſon than a Toad, and filthier than 


a Swine : All of you are thus by Nature, and 
yet thou remaineſt ſo. 

2. Conſider often how miſerable thou art, 
whilſt thou continueſt thus vain. Danger will 
aliright ſame, whom Sin will not. But, 0 


how | 
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how unable amlT to repreſent the Horror of this 
to you! Young People! you are Children of 
wrath as wel as others, Eph. 2.3. Every Luſt 

is a killing Wound, every ſtep is on the brink 
of Hell; there's not a wicked Child in this 
Congregation, but I can ſtand over it, and ſay, 
Here's a Child with whom God's angry every 
day; here's a young Body, for whom God re- 
ſerves his wrath, Nah. 1. 2.. and fees his time a 
coming. Young: People ! fure you will be a- 

fraid togo home, and ſay, I am a Sinner, and TI 

am an impenitent Sinner, and therefore an un. 

pardon'd Sinner ; a Sinner for whom everlaſt. 

10g Wrath is reſerved. Once for all, you re- 

{ſalve to be wicked, and God cannot but be. 
juſt: You will not be born again, and God mult 

keep yau out of his Kingdom then, Fob. 3. 3. 

You will live after the fleſh, ay, and God is as 

reſolved you ſhall die in your ſins, Rom. 8.13. 

Come, Young People, God will be as perem- 
ptory as you, and his Will ſhall ſtand; there- 

fore tremble to go out of this Congregation, 

unleis1n aſfounder Mind than you came. 

3» Be convinc'd that nothing ſhort of re- 
newing Grace can favingly heal thee, Mora- 
lity may. poliſh thee ; Fear and* Shame may 
reſtrain and tconceal a Sinner , but ?cis only 
Grace can truly alter a Sinner. O, my Friends ! 
it muſt be a zew Heart, or it will always be a 
vain Heart, Vain Iaclinations will govern, till 
God writes his Law there, Heb. 8. 10. The 


youngeſt muſt be 4 mew Creature, or natural 
H 4 Cor- 
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Corruption will baffle all pretenſions , Gal. | 


6. 15. 


' 4. Beaſſur'd, Grace cannot be had but from 
God, through Chriſt, by the Operations of 
his Spirit. Don't think It an ealle thing to 
attain Grace, tho it be neceſſary to have it. 
Young Folks, God mult open his Treaſures a- 


new, or thou wilt for ever want it. 


Chriſt 


mult plead for thee, or thy Diſeaſe is incura- 
ble ;- he- muſt a& towards thee, as Redeemer, 
and not meerly as Creator, unleſs he paſs by 


thee as one rejected. He ſceks the loft ſheep, 
Mat. 18. 12. he makes the ſtubborn willing; 


Faith 1s his Gift, Conſent is his Purchaſe, as 


well as the Bleſſings annex'd to it ; there is w 


other Name by which we can be ſaved, AC. 4. 12. 


there 1s no other Fountain of Grace or Help. 
Know alſo, it's the Spirit muſt give of Chriſt's 
fulneſs, Fob. 16. 14. he muſt enlighten thee, 0 
Child, or thou wilt go blind to thy: Grave; 
he mult renew thee, or thou wilt die in thy 
Uncleanneſs. Chriſt made the Atonement, 
but the Spirit makes us capable of its Applics- 
tion. - Chriſt hath acquired a fulneſs of Grace 
and Bleſlings ; it's by the Spiric ' he imparts 
thereof to Man. Men cannot renew thee, means 
of themſelves are too. weak to alter thee. Oh, 
then look upwards! wait on God'; direct thy 
Eye to Chriſt, depend on the Holy Spirit, 
as able to conquer thy Relu@ancy, and rea- 
dy to work by the. means to which his Pre- | 


5. Oh- | 


ſence is promiſed. 
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s. Obſerve, that the more thou ſinneſt, and 
the longer thou art graceleſs, the more oppo- 
fition thou layeſt in the way of Grace : think 
ſcrioully of this; the hopes of the Soul are up- 
on the Spirit's working, and the diſpoſedneſs 
of the Heart to yield unto them. Oh, my 
Friends! will you go onin fin ? then the Spirit 
of God will leave you, he will not always 
ſtrive,” Gen. 6. 3. The more you lin, the more 
you quench the Spirit. Will you go on in fin? 
then your Heart will be hardned the more, Heb. 
3.8, Wilt thou go on delaying? then to mor- 
row it will be harder to prevail with thee than 
to day: Oh, therefore be allarm'd\ to day. 
More fin will ſkrengthen your Luſts, and fur- 
ther prejudice your Soul againſt Chriſt. Is not 
Converſion difficult enough already ? is there 
need to-imake it next to impoſlible ? for'the 
Lords ſake conſider ! greater Offences may 
make God and Men ſay of thee, This Wretch 
is reſolved againſt Grace, he arms himſelf a- 
gainſt Hope. | 

6. Reſolve within thy ſelf, that thou wilt 
follow after Chriſt, and throw off thy -Vanity 
without delay. Oh, that I could but get this 
Conſent from you all this day ! That all the 
young People in this Congregation would fay, 
O Lord, Amen, Amen. Come, poor Sinners ! 
put it to your ſelves this moment : Say, For 
this I will pray, that I may ceaſe to be vain; 
I will meditate for this,” I will hear for this. 
O young Folks, that are yet in a ſtate of fin, 
you 
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you have work enough for your time! ſometimes | 


you know not how to paſs away your time: what, 
{piritually blind,and not know how to paſs away 
time ! whar, dead and graceleſs, and not know 
how to paſs away time ! a Sinner wild in his 
frame, and have no Work | - Oh, be intreated 
this day-to be earneſt with God, and never he 
viet till he has given thee Wiſdom inſtead of 
olly ; till he has given thee Sobriety inſtead 
of Raſbneſs; Humility inſtead of Conceit; 
Calmneſs inſtead of Paſſion ; Truth inſtead of 
Falſhood: Yea, never be ſatisfied til] God has 
brought thee to live to the beſt and higheſt pur- 
poſes. And, oh, that every Soul. would ſay 
Amen ;, how would Satan be diſappointed! 
how wonld Heaven rejoyce! it would be thy 
beſt day, and the entrance of eternal Life. 

Obj. But I believe ſome here are ready to ſay, 
Sir, muſt lInow change ? muſt I cow ſtop my 
Vanity? ſurely 'tis too ſoon: Sure I might þe vain 
a little longer ; there's no danger in it, I hope, 

Anſw. My Addreſs to you 1s, for this In» 
ſtant, even t0 day harden not your Hearts, Heb. 
4+7- Ob Child ! juſt now ceaſe to be vain; 'tis 
late enough with the youngeſt of you; it's 
not too ſoon to ſtop a wicked Courſe, now, 
now thou ſhould yield to Chriſt : If you ask, 
Why now ? I tell you : 

1. Becauſe young Peoples Sonls ſhall be ſa- 
ved or damned by the ſame Rules as the old 
ones, if they be paſt Infancy. Oh, if you 
die to right, God will judge you by ihe oo 
| pel! 
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can judge you by : Yoath muſt be judged as well 


as Men, Eccl. 11. 10. Young, ones that obey not 


the Goſpel , ſhall not eſcape the Vengeance, 
2 Theſſ. 1.8, 9. 

2, God is concerned at, and provok'd by the 
Vanity of Children : Pray conſider, you think, 
itmay be, that God takes no more notice of 
what you ſay or do, than you do your ſelves. 
Alas ! you are deceived : don't you think God 
was angry with the Children whom he ſlew by 
the Bears, for deriding the Prophet ? 2 King. 
2.24. God notes what you do: Young Ones, 
God doth not rule old Men, and leave Children 
to their own Wills ; -kis Laws are preſcribed 
to young Men under the fame Threats, as to 
the old; and it*s not indifferent to bim what 
you do : God obſerves what you do as much as 
any other perſon ; for you are his Snbjects, you 
were made for his Glory : you ſerve him, or 
his Enemy the Devil, and what you do is good 
or evil. | 

3. The youngeſt of you are under Vows ta 
God againſt Vanity ;'I ſuppoſe you were en- 
tred into Gods Covenant by your Parents, as 
Dent. 29.11, 12. Was not a holy Heart, anda 
ſerious godly Life engaged in that Covenant, 
in oppoſition to Sin and Satan ? You are de- 
dicated to God in your Infancy ; you are his, 
and not your own. Young Children ! what, 
will you lie to God now? will you be perjard 
now ? O, God forbid ! Dare any young = 
on 
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ſpel ! Rom. 2.16. and that's the loweſt Rule God 
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ſon here ſay, I was given: to God in my Infan- 
cy, but I now retra&t it ; lwas ſworn to be the 
Lords, bur I. will not keep to him: Baptiſm 
will fink thoſe Children of Believers, who per- 
form not their Vows, and practically renounce 

their God. | | 
4. Let me tell you,-if you remain vue all 
your Youth, a thouſand to one but you will be 
ever ſo: You may die before you are old, and 
Then you-are undone ; but if you live, and are 
not converted when young, it's improbable 
that ever you ſhould, O, it's 11] dealing with 
old Sinners, they are conceited, full of Pre- 
judices, immerſed in worldly Cares; the Calls 
and Threatnings of God, . are grown familiar 
to them, and their Souls ſtupid and void of 
AﬀeCttions. God makes now 'and then an In- 
ſtance of Grace in them, .but cis rare; the laſt 
Hour Converts. are next to Miracles; :-moſt 
feel that, he that hardens his heart, being oftenre- 

proved, ſhall die without Remedy, Prov. 29. 1. 
5. Again ; Oh, what ſervice mayſt thou do 
for God, when thou ceaſeſt to be vain betimes ! 
Come, my Friends, what a heap will every 
days little come to in time ! if Young; perſons 
would but now. begin to be holy, tho they act 
but alittle for God every day, it will at length 
amount to much: As we fay, he that begins 
with the Sun, will make a long days Journey. 
Oh, how much do Young People do for the 
Devil, 1n a ſtate of fin, when they live- long! 
how large.1s the Roll of their Tranſgreſfions , 
| an 
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and how much might they do for God in a 
ſtate of Grace ! how many may bleſs God for 
thee! what a publick bleſſing mayſt thon 
prove ! thou mayſt well be an eminent Saint, 
much improved for Heaven, and abundant in 
the fruits of Righteouſneſs. 

6. Our Youth will be the Plague' or Hope 
of this Land in this great Cryſis. Great things 
are before us, the rapid motion of Providence 
hints no common matters : There have of late 
been many ways taken to debanch Yourg Peo- 
ple in their Manners, to prejudice them againſt 
Holineſs and Sobriety. Neverthelefs the toly 
God has ſeaſoned ſome” Young Opes ; there are 
many looking Heaven- ward, and God ſeems 
deſigned to reform the reſt. Well, whether 
of theſe two prevail, doth determine England's 
lot. Oh, if our Youthi'grow yet more 'profligate, 
God's about to leave us! if he recover ovr 
Youth, we may hope he'll yet continue 2monegſt 
us. Young Ones, I would be earneſt with 
you; for God indicates his mind to England by 
you. Oh, be you all ready to fay, Can't 
help to ſave a Nation ! by the Grace of God I 
will be one of theſe thar will do it; let Satan, 
and the World, and the Fleſh ſtruggle with 
me as they can. | 
7. This youthful Vanity continued 1n, will 
be the grief, 'and wounding of Age, tho thou 
ſhouldſt be converted then. Little do you now 
know what youthful ſins may colt you in old 
Age: Thou: makeſt me 10: poſſeſs the ſins of my 
T4 youb, 
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youth, ſayes Job, ch. 13. 16. . Oh, how bitter 
will the remembrance of paſt Vullanies be ! oh 


how wilt thon tremble to think thou haſt 


help'd any one in the way to Hell, when 
thou thy ſelf aft got out of that road! 
How will it grieve thee to think thou haſt 
been a means to damn any Soul! can it bea 
little thing to thee ? the Joy of late Converts 
is abated by the thoughts of youthful Sins. 
Paul. carry'd it to the Grave with him, that he 
-was a Perſecutor in his Youth. Believe me, Sirs, 


the Evidence .of our Converſion, when late, is 


more thanqnade up by the Innocency of our 
Lives, when converted young : And they are 


to blame, who ſeem to complain that' groſs 


Villanies have not made their Change more 


remarkable. Thus I have done with the firſt. 


Uſe ; God. grant it be to ſuch purpoſe, that 
none may go out of this place unwearied and 
unreſolved ; unwearied with his Vanity, and 
unreſolved to put anend to it. 

Exhort. 2. To ſuchas through Grace are de- 
livered from this Vanity. 

Before I enter on this, I muſt declare you 


are our Joy, and our Crown; I would I could } 


Ipeak it of every one here to day : Oh, that 
every Young One in this place, were of - this 


Number ! You are our Comfort, that God has 


ſome to propagate Religion when we are dead 
and gone.. {How lovely is Gods Image it 
your tender Years! Your Grace is leſs que- 
ſtionable now than ir would be, it you were 


aged. 
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aged. I-fay your Converſion's more evident 
now ; for you are now in your Health and 
Heat ; you are now under the force of Tem- 
ptation ; you are not decripid, and aged, and 
under the government of Fear, as old Folks. 
be. Oh, my Friends! what but Grace can 
win thy Conſent to Chriſt , now when the 
Devil and the World are ſtrongly bidding 
for it? You arelike to reap the largeſt Har- 
veſt, becauſe you have the longeſt Seed-time. 
You young ones that do fear the Lord be- 
times, yor are like to' be the more remark- 
able in the Heavens: All the Bleſſings that 
belong to» the oldeſt Saint, belong to you ; 
and Chriſt as truly loves you : The youngeſt 
Believer in this place may rejoyce in all the 
fulnels of Chriſt, as his Store-houſe and Se- 
cirity{ he may read over all the cgreatelt 
Promiſes of the Goſpel with Comfort, as his 
own. We bleſs God for you. bleſs God for 
your ſelves, that hath adopred you for his fo 
{90n , and thereby prevented much” Sin, and 
made you early Blefſings : for your ſake we 
hope the Goſpel will not be removed from 
Enpland ; how happy are each of you ! your 
Patents can die comfortably now that yoo 
are in Chriſt: Your Friends look: with joy 
upon you, as ſecure in your better part. Oh 
the comfortable Aſpect that every ſuch Soul 


affords! 1 will give you a few words of Ad- 


vice, | 


DiretHons 
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Dire&1ons to ſuch as are Converted in Youth. 

I. Be watchful over your ſelves, becauſe | 
ſome Vanity remains in- the beſt, while here. Þ 
Satan would more gladly overcome you than © 
others; and he knows there's matter for tem- W3 
pration to work on in thee. Youthful years Þ, 
are ſabje&t to yourhful Lufts : Young Timothy |* 
himſelf was warned of them by wiſe Pauly, hi 
2 Tim. 2. 22. Therefore don*c venture on Wir 
Occaſions of Vanity; don't venture into tem- Wd 
ptations. to ſin: Nothing bur perfet Grace Vw 
perfe&tly heals the Sin.of your Conftitution, J% 
Young ones, you dont. think you are per- K# 
tet! you are not thoroughly clean; there: WW 
fore walk carefully, walk watchfully:; take Mo 
care of :Voluptuouſneſs, for there is ſome Þ* 
unrulineſs in thy Appetite ſtill. Take care gf. | 4 
warton Dalliance, for there is ſome- Diſs 
poſition to,.Uncleanneſs, .1 Tim. 5...2. re « 
take. care of evil Company ; Youth may. he” 
enſnared, tho they are good.: Avoid allfrg- 7 
thy Society , for Youth is apt. to. be pet-' 
{waded to loſs of Time and Levity : There. 
fore walk with watchfulneſs in whatever you i 
are doing: You are not in Heaven, tho .in 3 
State of Grace.z you . are not perfect, tho "py 
right; therefore keep a jealous Eye while your 
green .years continue. 

2. Keep humble and modeſt as to your Opi-? 
niors;. for Truth admits the Diſquiſitions | 
Age and along Study. Young People think 


every Notion they nave gotten 1s infallible, Þ FH 
and 2 
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Fave-Eſtates to do'good 
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and $killd 1n then | 


Gingles rather than: 
earneſt. For ſmall matters above. « 
Hake i ic from me to'Day, -all- 
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[hildho! d andPauth. is 

ie-P | tor: Give me therefore a Paſtor. that's 

-to ripen for a . Heavenly Life, and not 
© ne with, little fine-ſpun N@tions, 
hers £5 t. carries not; it's Evidence. Prefoey, 
FE «4 mode ate Paſtors above” others; Men who are 
A; more re © intent on the great.things af.the Goſpel, 
Er Anna Mien." zho- allow for diffe- 
nceptions 5,” + Shaning them- 
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+fail; much ;more ſuch whoſe 

and whoſe -uncharitable Tem- 

Alliſtances-of the Spirit. 
all you, you ones to way 
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ro the Lords Supper. You are dedicated to 
God by Baptiſm, in the right of your Parents; 
chat was not thy act, but theirs for thee; that 
was not in thy own right, byt in thy Parents 
right. The firſt ſolemnizing of thy own.Pro- / 
feſſion 1s at the:Lords Table, or in order to 
it ; therefore I call you to make Conſcience 
of that. Young: People, ' T ſay make conic. 


MP ee 


ence of it. I'tremble to think how we dilier,q . 
from the Chuxch 4n former Ages'; that People'4- 
now ſſſonld-be- ſo backward to attend they} . 


” 


Lords Supper. 0h 


Obj. But ſome may- object; Pray how. ol. 


YN 


ed to it: Therefore, my Friends, © make':Col-"1 
ſctence of this great Duty; for 1 am -afraln'} 
oar young” Profeſſors remain giddy, for” watt 
of this and of Paſtoral«*Condu&t. © 1 fear you. 
want ſtrength for want of this, -and comtore: 
for want of this z and Satan has 'great advail: 
tage againſt our young Profeſſors, © bect 
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they be. Therefore if thon haſt given up thy 
ſelf to be the Lords; and if God has __ 
end thy Mind to underſtand the great thi 
of the Covenant, thow haſt a claim, and rhon 
oughteſt to make it; ſure thou art old enough 
to conſent to be Chriſts, when thou art fit to 
give thy ſelf in Marriage. 
45> Diſpoſe of : your ſelves to the greateſt 
Safety , and moſt Uſefulneſs. You thar 


: are. Seryants, chuſe' no ' Family where God 


ej bs not- worſhip'd, for_a curſe and a"fnare is 
Fe 6.45 3- beſides the qywant of thoſe daily helps 
a you ſtand/ in need of. You that are 


; Golp el is nor, live not in a Countrey 
*Chriſt is a Stranger as to his Inſtitutions. 


E wm Grace be the firſt thing that you pro- 
+| 1 Cor. 95.39. for God kuows how 
. No 6 it is to ſtile good beginnings, than 
£4 toconquer riveted cuſtom ; and it's nuich ca- 
fier to be overcome by a bad Wife, than a bad 
Wife: to be. converted by -a good” Husband. 
Know this my Friends, | he that does not wile- 
Iy-contrive for his Soul as a Man in Danger, 
{+ will-rue it ſooner or later. God is. not bound 
q to help ws when we run out of his way. 

1 6. Reckon upon a world of Troubles, and 
| Snares;' and be ſtill preparing for them. Oh 
2 | young: People, be every day arming your 

elves, for you;may beevery day atracqued ; 


don't Fromiſe too ſerene a State on this ſide 
F 4 Hea- 


p E; young ages: that are about Marrying ! be 
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Heaven; 1» the world you ſhall have trouble, John 
16. 33. Thy Work is a Warfare, and holds 
fot Life ; temptations will aſſault, diſappoint: 
ments and ſcandals. will try ; the beſt -Men. 
may. be a ſtumbling-block : Be fit for-every”]| 
thing, and reſolved to hold on thy way ; it's 
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hard work, but Chriſt hath undertaken*to 
aſſiſt thee, and Heaven is worth thy labott.. 
Oh don't think and a& as if you were to have? 
your reſting place here, where Satah hath-{o']. 
much power, and Sinſo great an iatereſt.* "2 *: 
7. Still grow in Grace, and uſefulneſs with 
age. Though thou art good for thy time 4+ 
thou art not ſo good as thou mayſt be, nott- 
oughteſt to be, much leſs ſo good as you ſhould 
reſolve to be : Oh let not age's dulnefs be i 
prnarhed by the vigour of your 2/pouſals,Jer. 2:2 
ake care that time adds to thy Light, W 
thy Love, to thy ſtrength and Fruit. Move 
Heaven-ward as days are prolonged. | 
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8. Familtarize the Word as your toſtrut | 
and Monitor. Which way ſhould a Young Ma . 
cleanſe bis way, but by taking heed to the Word? | 
Pſal. 119. 9. Let the Word be the Man of thy 
Councel ; take the Scriptere for thy Rule | .., 
and reſolve to live by it. Oh Servants, look what | .; 
God makes your Duty in Scripture, will that 
allow you tobe idle, inſolent, or waſtefull ?C& } -- 
3. 22, Children, ſee what God makes you! 
Duty to your Parents, Eph. 6.1. and to your} 
other Relations; may you be rebellious, un: 
kind, &c? the Word is the-true eatery - 
| 180% 
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like to -meet with, and what are the Duties 


Childhood and Youth. 119 


light: Alas! the oldeſt of us are ſure to ſtum- 
ble without the Word ; what then can young 
ones do? Therefore ſtudy the Scriptures more, 
ſearch them, and labour in every thing to mas 


+ ...nage your ſelves by them. Sirs, I would have 
'| .. no one here ignorant of a rule proper to moſt 


of the Exigences of his Life, and let that be 


| Hill before thy eyes. I will give you Young 


le one Advice, that may do you good all 


1 your- dayes, and that's this :+ I would have 


> 
7 


niider what: Temptations "you are 


you are like to be call'd to ; alwayes have an 


7 apt Scripture lodg'd in thy Mind, ſuitable to 
each-vf theſe ; and' reſolve to do nothing, 


,* 


nor to.*purpole nothing before thou haſt 
firſt conſulted that Scripture *in thy Mind ; 
this would be a ſtated way of avoiding much 
lin.” Young people ! you that are in Chriſt, 
labour to live to theſe Rules. I ſhall now con- 
clude:. I have been plainly tellingall of you, 
Childhood © and Youth is Vanity. You al 
come: ſuch into the World, &c. are you al- 
tered, or are you not? do you ſtill grow 
more vain, or more ſerious ? ſhould God come 
this day, and divide this Aſſembly, and ſer 
the Vain on the right hand, and the Serious 
on the left ; O Child, O Young Man, on which 
lide wouldſt thou be found ? 

O put it to your ſelves; what anſwer canſt 
thon return? wilt thou go away and reſolve 
fo be as Vain as ever, after all that has been 

I 4 faid ? 
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faid ? If that be thy reſolve, would to Ged 4|& * 
thou hadſt not been here; this Sermon: will | + 
be a Thorn in thy ſide for ever: But if from 
what has been ſaid, you go away reſolving | 
through Grace to be faithful in the praftice, 
of all, theſe Direftions, given you for "the EY 
Cure of your Vanity : If ſo, then thou wile | 
have cauſe for ever to bleſs God for the 25h } 
of December, 1690. LS 


— 
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F Hat art . thou ? 

Apſw. lama Child endu- 
ed 'with Reaſon , who muſt 
be in. Heaven or in Hell for ever, Rom, 2.. 
9, 10. 

Q. Who made thee ? 

"4 4. God tmade me ; by whoſe Power every 
Creature was made, //. 45: 12. 

Q. What is the God thai made thee ? 

4. God is a Spirit perfectly good, great, 
wiſe, holy, preſent every where, and-without 
beginning or ending. 

Q. How many Gods be there? 

A. There is but one true God, Father, Son, 
and Spirit, 1 Cor. 8.6. 1 Joh. 5. 7. 

Q. What did God make thee for ? 

A. God made me to bring him Glory, and 
to be happy in him, Rom. 11. 3. 

Q. Where may you know how to bring Glory to 
God, and to be happy in him ! 

A. In my Bible, where he declares his Na- 
ture, and his Will, 2 Tim. 3.16, 17. 

Q. What 
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Q. What Condition was Mankind created ins 
A. God made all of us holy and happy in” 
Adam, our firſt Father, and common Head, 


Eccl. 7. 29. Gen. 1.27. | 


Q. By what Rule aid God govern all men in_ 


Adam 2: 


4&4 requirePfigles Obedience, ws a Cone! 7 


dition of Life, and denounced Death, if Man” ' Rs 
ſhould in any thing break his Law, Gen. 2. 17 j $1 


Gal. 3. 10. 


Q. Did Mankind continue holy and happy, by 4, , : I, 


ett Obedience to this Lat of Innosency ? 


A. No: Adam ſinned againſt God, and. F þ. ; 


thereby he corrupted the Humane Nature, and” Þ 


became ſyvject to all the Miſery which the Law” 
Lhreatncd againlt fin, Rom. 5. 12,718,197. 4 

Q. IWhat Condition wert thou born itt 2 Y 

A. 1 was born in a very neu and ſinful” 
Condition, Eph. 2.3. P/. 5 

. How cameſt thou to be- RE in this Condition? 

A. I muſt be miſerable, if ſinful, andI could | 
not but be born_ſinful , becanſe my Nature 
was depraved in Adam, from whom it deſcends 
ſo to me -& the Line of my Forefathers, Job 
14. 4+ & 25 

Q. Why a thou be ſinful, becauſe thy Na. 
ture was at firſt depraved? 

A. God enacted this as the Law of Geners- 
tion, that Adem ſhould beget his Children 1 
natural likeneſs, Ger. 5. 3. 

Q. What if thou ſhouldſt die in that Conditiar 
wherein thou wert” born by nature ? A 


a «s 


t 
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$9 A. I ſhould be undone, and be with the De- 
| vils in Hell for ever, Foh. 3.5, 36. 

Q. Deth the Law of Innocency provide no way 
for: thy deliverance ou: of that miſery ? 

= 4. Tbe Law of Innocency provides no way 
4. for” my Deliverance our of this Miſery, as 
24 cgreat and dreadful as It 1s, Rom. 3. 19, 20. 
Gal, 3.21, 22. 

4. ..Q. Why doft thou think ſo? 

F _ 4. Becauſe the Law of Innocency admits 
# --no pardon, but condemns for one lin; and 1 
24 daily find that I havemany fins, Rom. 3. 23. 
F 7am. 3+ 2. 

N Q. 1s there no way then for to avoid that Sin and 


|  Mifery thou wert born in? 

| + A. Yes: there is, by the rich mercy of God, 
} a way to ſave loſt Sinners, 1 7m. 1. 15. A&. 
10,07. 

'0. What zs the nay which God hath contrived 
+ 20 ſave loſt Sinners 2 

| A. The way. of Pardon and Reconcihlation 
revealed in the Goſpel, Rom. 4. 7. 2 Tim. 1. 10. 

Q. How did God appoint a way of Pardon and 
Reconciliation ? 

A. The Father appointed his Son to be the 
Saviour of Sinners, and Chriſt accepted of that 
Work under certain terms agreed on between 
them both, Zech.6. 13. Joh. 17. 3,20, 21, 25- 

Q. What was appointed to, and undertaken by 
Chriſt as Saviour or Mediator ? 

A. Chriſt was to aſſume our Nature, and 
therein to fulfil all Righteouſneſs ,, and die a 

SACt i= 
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Sacrifice for our Sins, and to ſave all the Ele#h 
committed tohim, 7; 53. 5. Foh. 10. 15,16. 

Q. What was promiſed to Chriſt, as the ' Rewar1 
of his Undertaking ! 

A. There was promiſed to Chriſt, belides '| 
the Glory of his Perſon, as God-Man, that his" 
Obedience and Sufferings ſhould be acceptedy | 
23S an effectual Price for the Reconciliation H | 
all ſuch Sinners to whom it was applied, W"1 
£3.10,11, 12. 

oo Was there nothing elſe promiſed to Chriſty, 
with reſpett to the Eleft %, | 

A. All the abſolute Promiſes of Grace in Y 
order to the* Applicatior of. his Blood, were 
made to Chriſt, Gal. 3. 16. 2 Cor. 1. 20. #0 

Q. Did our Lord Feſus fulfil all Righteouſneſs, "im 
and make his Soul an Offerins for ſm | hs 

A. He did, and thereby 7 bonoured the Laff bk: 
and vindicated the Government of our Creas.” bl | 


"Ie 


A. Yes: the I. He hath the Spirit, and a ful- 
neſs of Grace, with a right to give thereof to | 
men. '2.” All Judgment is committed to him, 
whereby he is the Lawgiver to a ſinful World, } 
3. By thefulneſs of his Merits he hath Pardon, | 5 
Peace, andeternal Life to diſpoſe of, notwith- 
ſtanding we had forfeited all into the h js | 
of our Creator, Foh. 16. 14. Foh. 1. 15. oh. 5. b 
22, Heb. 5.9, Heb.7.,25. ___ Q. What | 
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} Q. What more is neceſſary to reſtore the happi- 
aeſs of loft Man? : 

A, The Application of the Effefts of Chriſts 
fulneſs to their Perſons, that they may be re- 
generated, pardoned and ſaved, Kom.s. i 1. Af. 
2.38. 

DO. What way doth Chrift takg to apply his merits 
for the Salvation of Sinners ? 

A. He enaQeth and publiſketh a Law of 
Grace, wherein he promiſeth Pardon and Life 
to ſuch {innergas will accept of him as a Saviour 

- on the terms of the Goſpel, Heb. 1 1. 6. Joh. 
3.16, 17, 18. Rom. 3.27. 

Q. What are the terms of the Goſpel? 

A. True; Repentance, Faith in Chriſt, and 
z I ſincere Obedience, AF. 3. 19. A. 16. 31. & 
'* @b. 20. 2T:$Heb.5. 9. 

- Q. What is Repentance? 

4 A: A Sorrow tor, and the ſeparation of the 
+ Heart fromdin, as the greateſt evil, Fer. 31. 18. 
4F Q. What is Faith in general? 

T A, Such a light of things revealed in the 
4 Word, as powerfully affects the Heart ſurably 
| tothe natyre of them, Zeb. 11. 1. 

Q. What is Faith inChrift ? 

A. Snch a ſight of, and regard to Chriſt, 
as cauſeth the hambled Soul to accept. of, and 
come to him as our Prophet, Prieſt, and King, 
Tobhn 1.12. Mat. 11. 28. 

-Q. What 25 it tocome to Chriſt as a Prophet ? 

A; Toyield np our ſelves to his reachings, 
believing him infallible, 7oh. 6.68, 69. 

"OT Q. What 


| 
% 
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Q. What is it to come to Chriſt as our Prieſt 2 + 
A. Under a Convittion of our. guilt and 
the fatock of his Merits to rely on him, as the 
only atonement for Sin, and purchaſer of all. 
good for Sinners, Gal. 2. 16. Rom. 3. 25, 
' Q. What 1s it to come to Chrlſt as King ?. +. 
A. To acknowledge his ſole authority, ſub-y, 4 
mir'to all his Laws, unfeignedly reſolving/to"J 
obey him in every one of his appointments, Al? 
9. 6. Luke 19: 14-27. 1/a. 50. 10. & 
Q_ What elſe doth the Goſpel contain ? [ 


A. It contains a Prophetick Account of what, q 


God decreed, and a tranſcript of what was? 
promiſed to Chriſt, with reſpect to the Elect, F 
to ſay nothing of Doctrinal Myſteries, Rules" | 
of a Chriſtians walk, conditional Promiſes, | 
the danger of Sinners that rejet C 
Q. When did this'Goſpel. Rule of -L 


ife begin 2! *Y 


A. In the firſt Fr romiſe to Aden after hi "} Y 


Fall, though the fulleſt diſcoveries of itawet 
reſerved. till Chriſt came: in the Fleſh, Gen, 3. 
15. Gal. 3.8. 2. Pet. 2.5. 's Io 
Q: Did God ever ſince the Fall propoſe any w4) 2 # 
of Salvation, beſides this Law of Grace? g k. by 
A. No. Andevery ſaved Sinner was ſavediby I | 
this Rule, according to the meaſure of its diſco. rf 
very that obtained in; every Ape, 1 Cor. L045. '1 
Q. How far are all Sinners that live waar 1 
G ofpel concerned in it ? Wy. '4 
A. Lite through Chriſt is freely offered Aki! 
cerely to every Sinner that will repent, 20; | 
believe ; if they do thus, the want of" ro 


briſt, &c. | l. ; 
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ftion ſhall not condemn them, A. 3. 19. ch. 
10. 43. Afts 16. 30.31. Rom. 3. 22. | 

Q. What if thou doſt not accept of Chriſt ? 

A. I ſhall be more miſerable than if Chriſt 
had never dyed, 1 Pet. 2.8. Mat. 11. 24. 

Q. 1s the meer enatting and publiſhing the Go. 
ſpel all that Chriſt hath done towards the applicati- 
0n of his Merits to Elect Sinners ? 

A. Beſides that, he hath appointed his Spi- 
rit to encline, and effeftually enable them to 
obey thoſe terms which the Goſpel requireth, 


2 Theſ. 1. 4, 5, 6. 1 Cor. 2: 10. Gal.3.14- 


Q: Ard doth the Spirit thus concurr to apply Re- 
demption, and enable them to obey the Goſpel? 

A. Yes, and not only ftrive with them, as 
he doth with others, 2 Cor. 3.3. 1 Pex. 1. 2. 


Q, By what means doth this Spirit work_ «por 
Souls ? > 
A, Principally and-moſt*uſually he works 


; ' by the Goſpel it's ſelf,” putting forth his pow- 
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er thereby, as a ſeed of Life, :Gal.3. 2./Fam. 
I. 18. Rom. 10.14. 

Q. Þy what part of the Goſpel doth the Spirze 
uſually work.? 63s 

'A- -He-is confined. to-no part ; he works by_ 
the Precepts, by the account of Chriſts Death, 
by- the- Promiſes, Threats, or the: great. Re- 
wards ; yet which ever of theſe he works by, 
It-.ispnrſuant-'to, and in accompliſhments of 


.the*abſolute -Promiſes' of Grace which -were 


-made to Chriſt, 48. 16; 30, 31. Gal. 3. 29. Gat. 
4. 28. Q. How 
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Q. How deft thouexpeft to be made willing ard | 
able ro accep: of Chriſt ? 

A. Not by any natural power of my own; 
who am dead in fin ; but by the Grace of Chriſt 
expreſling it ſelfin the operations of the Spirity 

Eph. 2. 1. Ats 5.317 Tit. 35. 
. How doth the Spirit cauſe rhe: Sinner t0 ated 
cept of Chriſt ? | 
4. By enlightening.the Mind, and clranging 
_ the Heart inRegeneration ; whence there is 
an Inclination, Will, and Ability to accept of, 
Chriſt, As 26.18. Tit. 3 «:$5 % 

Q. Doth the Spirit norbing in order to the ng 
ins the Soul earneſt and willing to this ? % 

A. He awakens the Sonl to a concern for” | 
Salvation, anda deep ſence of its preſent miſe. , 
ry without Chrift, As 2. 37. Luke 15.17. *«* 

Q- What onghteſt thou to "do on- ry part wy S] 
ah t0.ger” this Grace 2. "3 

Tmuſt not be idle; but 1 uſt; I. Dili 17 
eacts hear the Word. 2. Pray fervently te bh 
Chriſt for the'Spirit”s Operations. 3- Couli- 
.der and bewail mysCondition. 4. Put aft p 
to all 'wayes of fin to my utmoſt.”'5. Oarefully. 
entertain, and "improve every motion of. the”: 
© - Spirit--6: Strive with 'my Heart, and- urge it" 
_ with all* Goſpel" Arguinents to obey the' Gall? 
of. — Prov: 3.3%3,5; Mit. 13: 46; SE 
Q: What may a Sinner expect when he =—_ 


of Th 
4: He may Exper, r, 
Chriſt in the neareſt Retarion. 


2. To beat - 
mitted 
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mitted into a State of Pardon and Peace. 3. To 
be adopted, and 'made ſtill more conformable 
to Chriſt in Grace and Holineſs. 4. To be 
ſupported with ſtrength for ſervice, and Per- 
ſeverance. 5. And when he dies to be Parta- 
ker of the Glory of Chriſt in the higheſt Hea- 
vens, Eph. 5. 30. Gal. 2.16. John 1, 12. Co!. 
1-1t.: 3 Joon 3.2. 

 Q. What 15 the condition of every Sinner till he 
ao accept of Chriſt ? 

A. He abides under the wrath of God, and 
hath no perſonal title to Pardon, Peace, or 
Glory, Foh. 3. 36. 
 Q. Is this the condition of the Elet while they 
abide in Unbelief ? 

A. Yes: For tho God hath decreed, and 
Chriſt hath purchaſed Faith and Life for them, 
yet God hath determined by the Law of Faith, 
that all are under condemnation untill they do 
believe, Mar. 16.16. Luke 13. 3. hence Rom.s5. 
I. C.8. 30. C. 4. 24. | 

Q. 1s not a Believer pardoned before he can put 
forth any other afts of Obedience ? 

A. Tho true Faith is a certain Principle of 
Obedience, yet as ſoon as we believe we are 
pardoned, even before there can be any time to 
put forth any other aCts of obedience, Gal.5.6. 

Q. Do Repentance or Faith any way make fatis- 
Jattion to juſtice ? 

A. No. That is only Chriſts work ; but 
God hath appointed thar that Soul ſhall repent 


and believe, on whom pardon for Chrilts ſake 
K ſhall 
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ſhall be beſtowed ; and he hath ſolemnly de- | 


clared hee'll forgive no man till then, ark 16. 
16. Rom, 11. 20, 23. Heb. 4.6. Joh. 8. 24. Rom, 
10.13, 16. 1 Pet. 2.7, 8. hence Gal. 2. 16. 


Q. What aſſurance haſt thou that God wll for. * 


ove and ſave thee if thou believe ? 

A. I have Gods Teſtimony, and Promiſe; 
and the Seals of the Covenant, viz. Baptiſm 
and the Lords Supper, 1 John 5. 9, 10. Atts22, 
16. Lithe 2.2. 20. Rom. 4. 11s 

Q. Art thou engaged to accept of, and ſubmit 
to Chriſt according to the Goſpel ? 


A. Yes, I am ſtrongly engaged to ſubmn | 
to Chrilt, becauſe he bought me with his blood, | 
my Parents dedicated me to him in Baptilm, 


and love to my own Soul requires it, Rom,149. 
Mal. 28. 19. Ezek. 33. 11. 

Q: On what accour:t wert thou baptized ? 

A. My believing Parents were allowed, and 
engaged to dedicate me to God as their Child, 
and God graciouſly admitting the Infant ſeed 
of Believers into Covenant, as part of them- 
ſelves; he did ſeal to me thoſe blefſings which 
my Infant ſtate needed, and was capable of, 
Deut.29.11,12. Gen.17.7. Act.2.39. 1 Cor. 7.14 

Q. What doth the Covenant bind thee to ? 

A. To be the Lords, in a fincere care to 
know, love, believe, obey, worſhip and ferve 
him all my dayes, and to depend on God thro 
Chriſt for all happineſs, Ezck. 16. 8. Roms, 12+ 1: 
Kom. 6. 4+ 

Q. What didft thou engave apainſt ? p-- 
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A, 1 engaged againſt being governed by Sa- 
tan, or the Fleſh as my Rulers, and againſt ta- 
king vÞ with the worlds Goods as my portion, 
and againſt the cuſtomes of the Men of this 
World as my guide, Row. 6. 14,15. 

Q.: Il hen ought a Child ro know, conſider, and 
apree to this Covenant ? 

A. As ſoon as he is capable to uſe his Rea- 
ſon, and judge of good or evil, which many 
are fit to do about ſeven years old, 2 7.3.15. 
Pſal. 34. 11. fe? 

Q. What if a Child through the love of ſin, or 
vanity of mind, will not agree to this Covenant when 
he 1; capable ? 

A. He then reje{&teth Chriſt our Saviour, 
and renounceth the bleſſings of the Goſpel, 
2 Fi. 2-1. 

Q. 1sit agreat ſin to refuſe to agree tothe Cove- 
ant, io which thy Baptiſm engaged thee ? 

A. It's the damning Sin, and the heart of all 
lin; for, 1. It's rebellion continued againſt my 
Maker. 2. It's ingratitude and perjury to my 
Redeemer. 3, It's groſs injuſtice to my Pa- 
rents. 4+ It's an affront to all the Godly. 
5- It's ſelf-killing Cruelty to my own Squl, 

Pſal.2. 3, &c. 

Q. When wilt thou perſonally conſent to this Co- 
venant as the only way of tsfe to Sinners ? 

A. 1 will truly with my whole Soul conſent 
now, and live exprelling my conſent. Andas 
ſoon as L underſtand how to improve the Lords 
Supper, 1 will by Chriſts help folemaly re- 
new 1t there. K 2 Q: Ouzbr 
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Q. Ought you upon every fault queſtion your In 
tereſt in this Covenant ? 1 

A. Though I onght to bewail every fin, and 
ſeek pardon by Faith in Chriſts Blood ; yet 1 
ſhould not doubt my Covenant Intereſt unleſs 
my faulr be ſuch as gives juſt cauſe to queſtion 
whether my conſent was ever ſincere, Pſal. 32. 
5. Mat.6. 12. Pſal. 18. 21,22,23. 

Q. What 1s the beſt joy and pleaſure inthis life ? 

A. The deep ſence of Gods Love, and the 
lively hopes of Glory, 1 Per. 1. 8. 

Q. What ſhouldſt thou be moſt afraid of in thi: 
world ? 
A. Of fin ; becauſe that provokes my God, 
and is the cauſe of all miſery, Rom. 6. 23. Heb. 

12.15. 

Q. What maſt thou do to keep ſrom ſin ? 

A. 1. I mult believe every thing to be a iv, 
which 1s againſt the Word of God. 2. I muſt 
humbly look to Chriſt for ſtrength. 3. I muſt 
avoid all occaſions which lead to fin. ' 4. I muſt, 
when I am tempted, conſider what a dangerous 
and evil thing ſin is, and reſolve againſt it, 
1 Fohn. 3.4. 2 Cor. 12.6. Gen. 39. 9, 10. 

Q. What is the ſin that moſt hinders the goud 
of Souls, except Unbelief ? 

A. A carnal ſelfiſhneſs , which I ought to 
deny and mortifie, art. 16. 24. 

Q. Fhen 150ne carnally ſelfiſh ? *- 

A. 1. When one is governed by his -fleſhly 
Appetite, Humour, or Self-will. 2. When he 
inordinately purſues the things of a pu_ 

ite. 
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Life. 3. When he loves carnal ſelf above God? 
Dent.29.19. 2 Pet.2.10. 2 T1m.3.2,4. Jam. 4.4. 

Q. What be the ſms which profeſſing Chriſtians 
are moſt ſubjeft to ? 

A. Hypocrilie, Formality, Cenſoriouſneſs, 
and Diviſions, 2 Tim. 3. 5. .&v. 3- 1. Mat. 15. 
8. Rom. 14.3, 10. 1 Cor. 11. 18. 

Q. Who are Hypocrites ? 

A, They whoſe Hearts are not truly chang- 
ed by. Grace, and allow themſelves in any known 
ſin, or are ſeemingly religious from ſome car- 
nal end, Rev. 3.1. Mat. 23.25,27. Mat. 6.5. 

Q. What 1s Formality ? 

A. To be ſatisfied with the bare outward 
doing of the duties of Religion, whilesthe heart 
is not an{werably affected, or employed, Hoſ.7. 
14. Mal. 1.8, 13. 

Q. Wherein lies the life and power of Religion ? 

A. 1. In mortifying fin. 2. Exerciſing 
Grace for more Communion with God. 3. In 
tove to God, which is holineſs. 4. And love 
to Men, which will keep from burting them, 
and encline vs to ſeek their good, Col.3.5. r Tim. 
4- 7. 1 Cor. 13.3,6. 

Q. Who are the happieſt perſons in the world ? 

A. They that havemoſtgrace,anddomoſt good. 

Q. Who are the hopefulleſt Children ? 

A. They that are moſt afraid of finning, 
and are moſt induſtrions to know and love God, 
and become like to Chriſt. 

Q. What Graces moft adorn Children ? 

'A.- Hymility; mcekneſs,and teachableneſs. 
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. Q. What muſt thou do when thou wanteſt any good ? 
A. I muſt in the Name of Chriſt pray ear- 

neſtly to God, who is ready to give whatever 

good thing 1 need, Phil. 4.6. Foh. 14. 13. Mat, 


Wy 
f Q: From whom doft thou recetve all good things ? 
A.FromGod my Father who graciouſly beſtows 
whatever I have tor Soul or Body, 7am. 1. 17. 
Q. What doſt thou owe to God for bis daily mer- 
ces £ | 
A, 1.1 muſt love him more. 2. Heartily 
praiſe him for his goodneſs. 3. I muſt be care- 
fuller to pleaſe God. 4. And I muſt uſe his 
gifts to his Glory ; that ſo I may be able to give 
agond account of my Talents, Luk" 16.2. 

Q. 1's what ſigns mayſt thou try the State of thy 
Soul, whether thou art a true Chriftian or no ? 

_ 4. I muſt faithfully and oft examine my 
heart and wayes by theſe things: * 

1, Do 1 love God above all things, and de- 
light in the thoughts of him? Mar. 10. 37- 1Cir- 
8. 3. Pſal. 104+ 34, Ti 

2. Dol unfeignedly accept of, and ſabmit to 


the Lord Jeſus, as my-full and only Redeemer, 


Fob 1» 12. Pſal. 103. 3. 
3. Is there no ſin which I live under the do- 
minion of, Rs5-m.6. 18. Jam. 2.10. 2. Sam. 22:34 
4- Have I a ſincere regard to every command 
of Chriſt ? Luke 1. 8. Pſal. 18. 22. 


5- Are my affections more ſet gn Heawn 


than on this World ? Lake 12, 34» 


6. Are the thoughts of Heaven ſweet $0 Wes | 
| as 
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as it is a ſtate of perfeCt holineſs, and Commu.< 
nion with God and Chriſt, Eph. 5. 27. 1 Cor.13. 
16. 1 Thef. 4. 17,18. | 

7, Am I thankful for the worſt affliction, if 
| find I am better, and \liker to Chrilt by it, 
Pſal. 119. 71. Heb. 12.11. | 

8. Do I find Soul renewing power in the 
Truths and duties of Religion ? P/al. 119. 50. 
1 Fef. 2-2. 1 Cor. 3; iS. 

9. Is it the ſcope of my life and aims, to 
pleaſe and honour God, and be meet for Glory ? 
Afts 24. 16. Luke 12. 43. , 

10. Do T1 love the Image of Chriſt wherever 
I ſee it, and do good Men: pleaſe me beſt, when 
they moſt expreſs the Life of Chriſt in their 
Speech and Carriage ? 1 Fohn 3. 14. Pſal. 69» 
32. 3Ep. of Fohn 2. 4. © 

11. Am 7 more thankful for an intereſt in 
Chriſt, than any temporal good ; and am I moſt 
concerned to keep this Intereſt unqueſtionable ? 
Col. 1. 12. 1 Cor. 9g. 27. Heb. 4. 1. Pſal. 139.23- 

12. Do I find every holy attainment makes 
me {till hanger and preſs after more, longing to 
be perfect, Phil. 3. 12,13, 14. Hat.$. 6. 

13. Dol carefully approve my ſelf toGod in 
what 1 am, and in what I do, deſpiſing the 0Þl- 
nion of men in compariſon therewith ? 1 Cor. 4+ 
3, 4+ pom» - ES 

Q. When thy Conſcience 1s helped by the Spiri 
to ſee theſe fear thee, what —_ ri Freda ny 

A. 1, I may ſafely rejoyce in all the Perfe- 
tions of God, and in the fulneſs of c_ as 
wit 


. what do fecure my. apotcd, 2 Tim. F. 12, 
I "Cor. 1: 30, 31. | 

2, I may comfortably apply to my ſelf all 
the Promiſes made in the Goſpel to Believers, 
'2 Cor. 7.17.2 Pet. 1.4 

3. 1 may admit a Holy Joy, and expe&- 
Death without fear, Rom. 5.2, 5. 1 Cor, 15. 
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